





FOREWORD

This monograph, written by Maj. Harris G. Warren, is unique
among the combat studies produced by the Air Historical Office.
Rather than the usual account of strategic bombardment or tacti-
cal combat, this history recounts the part played by American
airmen in support of the Partisan resistance movements in occupied
European countries,

The study describes special operations of the AAF in both
the Buropean and Mediterranean theaters, giving the background of
the resistance movements; the establishment of Allied agencies
and air units to aid the Underground; the pPlanning and execution
of the missions; supply operations to western Europe, the Balkans,
Italy, and Poland; infiltration and evacuation of personnel; and
propaganda~-leaflet missions from the United Kingdom and Italy,
Twenty-three appendixes contain detailed analyses, while a number
of maps and charts illustrate the problems encountered in these
special operations, :

Like other Air Historical Office studies, this monograph is
subject to revision as more information becomes available,
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HESISTANGE MOVAMENTS AND ALLIED POLICIES

The clandestine struggle of patriots in occupied countries of Europe

against their Nazi and Fascist conquerors was one of the heroic achieve-

et \dzﬂj.‘“m

ments in World War II, Overwhelmed by the enemy's military power, oppres;od
oj economic and political tyranny, and all but crushed by the most brutal
treatment ever inflicted upon defeated nations, still the victims of Axis
aggression found the courage and the means to strike back. Resistance
movemente, encouraged by the Allies, came into being almost ae soon as
organized military resistance ceasged.

At first the emall and disorganized underground forces were compelled
to confine their opposition to individual acts of sabOtage.‘ter;orism. and
espionage. They were hampered by lack of arms and explosives with wnich
to attack the enemy until Great Britain and the United States undertook
to supply the deficiency. They were, likewlse, weakened by dissension
within their own ranks. National governments in exile, set up in lLondon
and Cairo, attempted with varying degrees o1 Quccees to direct and to give
cohesion to these underground movements, and to unify their efforts. In-
ternal political rivalries were significant in long-range policies adopted
by the three great powers, for, although their principal objective was to
win the war, it was clear that they possessed the power to determine in
large measure which of the conflicting groups would emerge dominant at
the end of nostilities. 1In all of the occupied countries except Greece

these internal rivalries had veen practically settled before the enemy
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surrendered. The Allies, through théir ability to grant or to withnold
supplies, exercised a strong influence upon the success or failure of
any patriot movement.

Decieions to grant material aid'to the patriqts and the extent of
that aid were important to the United States Army Air Forces. American
and British planes and crews were called upon to deliver thousands of
tons of supplies to the patriots, to infiltrate esplonage agente and other
personnel, to undertake hazardous landing migsions far behind enemy lines,
and t; drop billions of leaflets over Burope. Thesge special operations,
carried out both by armed and unarmed nlanes, were in addition to the
tremendous combat air effort: nor did they interfere with the normal
combat role of the AAY. Supply missions to patriots were rarely spec-
tacular; they cannét be comparéd in dramatic interest with air attacks
upon Schweinfurt, Berlin, or Ploesti; and because of their highly secret
nature, the press gave them little space. But special operations, in which

the AAF played such a prominent part, contriouted greatly to fina) victory.

Mmg&nmemummm

Axis forces overran the Balkans and western Europe pvetween 1939 angd
1941. Mussolini's rascists conquered Albania in April 1939, five monthe
before World War II got under way in full force. Poland fell in tne
tollowing September, and then came the deceptive Sitzkrieg during wnich
Germany prepared to expand her conquests. Denmark and Norway succumbed
in April 1940, and in tne next month the MNetherlands and 3elgiun were

conquered. TFrance capitulated on 21 June 1940, to give the Axisg control

BERRETER




over all of western Europe ‘except for the neutral countries of Sweden,
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Switzerland, Portugal, and Spain. By November 1940, tﬁe Balkan states of
Hungary, Ruﬁania. and Bulgaria were allied with tne Axis. Yugoslavia
and Greece both fell easy victims to German troops in April 1943].

Patriotism was not dead within these occupied countn es. There weré
the Quislings and the Lavals, the collavorationists and outright traitors,
who succumbed into a cringing subserviency before the Nazis; but there
were, also, thousands upon thousands of people "who wore at their heartg
the fire's centre."2 These were the people who refused to be conquered
and wnose etforts, at tirst so pitifully small, grew to ominous propor-
tions with tne aid of supplies dropped by Allied aircraft or hurriedly
unloaded from planes that came down on crude lending fields. Oppressive
measures adopted b; the Germans served only to increase resentmeﬁt and
generate resistance in the occupied countries.3

Underground movements began in France even before the country
capitulated. Former army officers Joined with civilians in attempte to
de;eat the aims of German occupation. They constructed strong-points in
the mountains, published secret newspapers, sent agents throughout the
country to train and organize for sabotage and assassination, oecame
experts in damaging military equipment, and delivered information to the
Allies, As the movement grew stronger, small communities of Maquis appeared
in Saw;, tne Cevennes, the Pyrenees, and the Muegif Central swearing
alleglance to the Cross of Lorraine.? The Allies counted upon these
patriots to aid in operatfons when OVERLORD, the Allied invagion of

France, snould be launched, =nd anticipated that the French Forces of
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the Interior would number at least 160,000 on D-day. Aided by "Jedburght
teams of speclally tralned organizers, the Maquis by the fall of 1943 were
carrying out attacks upon communications, enemy headquarters, and small
groups of German forces. The extent to which they could participate in
opén hostilities would depend upon the extent to waich the Aliles could
get supplies to them before and after the invasion.®

Savage tnough they were, underground activities in Pola;;'attained
neither the proportions nor the achlevements credited to the Maquis; nor
did the Allies deliver very large quantities of supplies to the country.
Somewhat the same conclusions are applicable to Belgium, the Netherlands,
and Denmark. In these densely populated countries, the resistance move-
ment had to depend largely upon individual acte of terrorism and sabotage.
The scope of such ;ctivities was curtalled by lack of sumplies, although
in Denmark there were go many of these acts that the Nazis were compelled
to malntain more occupation troops per capita than in any other European
country.6 Norwvegian resistance groups, led dy such men as Christian
Hauge and "Grenade" Larsen,7 carried on with comparatively little aid
from the Allies, although the quantity of sunplies delivered increased
toward the end of the war. By January 1945, 1t was estimated that 30,000
Lorweglan patriots were in the movement and that 20,000 more would aid
in "counter-scorech" activities--protection of vital installations from
German destruction--when the Allles snhould enter the country.8

In Yugoslavia, as in Greece and Albania, there were rivenl organi za-
tions which engaged in civil war, much to Germany's advantage. The first

of theee groups to come into prominence was led by Gen. Draja Mikailovich
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(or Mihajlovic), Minister of War in the Royal Yugoslav Government, which

9 -
The Cetniks, as

-supported him upon its re-formation in Cairo.
Mihailovich's followers were called, were strong in Serbia and operated
sporadically against the Germans; but the Partisane charged that the
Cetniks offered no serious opposition to the enemy for any length of
time and actually collaborated with tham.lo

The Partisans, led by a Russian-trained Communist named Josip Broz,
were successful rivales of the Getniks.ll For a time in 1941 there was
an attempt at cooperation, but tne two rivals were irreconcilanle.
Cetnik leadership was conservative and royalist, Partisan leadership was
Communist and antiroyaliet. Josip Broz, known as Marshal Tito, began
open resistance to the Germans in Serbia in June 1941. His troops cap-
tured Uzice, a city of some 7,000 inhabitante 73 miles southwest of
Belgrade, held it for several weeks, and tnern were driven out by a
combination of German and Cetnlk attacks. Upon thelr retreat into
eastern Bosnia, tne Partisans acquired numerous adherents from the
Cetniks. Thereafter there was open clvil war between Cetniks and Parti-
sans.12 When proof of Cetnik collaboration reached the Allles, full
support went to the Partisans., With the ald of Allied supplies, most
of which were delivered by the Mediterranean Allied Air Forces (MAAF),
Tito soon built up a formidadble force. By February 1944, his lNational
Army of Ziberation” had 10 army corps with a strength estimated at more
than 220,000 men.13 Terraln and the nature of the German occupation

aided the formation ané activities of this loosely organized army. When

the Germans had launched their attacks, the Yugoslav Army had split up

&ﬁh" L ] ik

#Exact title: National Liberation awa§fwof dugoslavia,
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into small groups in the mountalnous country, and these groups retained
their 1light arms. As in Albania and Greece, the pbople were not toteally
disarmed.l4 Tito's Partisans, the best organized and most effective

reslstance movement in the Balkans, were to receive most of the supplies

delivered by the Allies to that area.

Underground reaistancé in Albania was on a much smaller scale than
in Yugoslavia. There were two major politico-military parties. The
Communist Provisional Peoples Govermment (LNC), led by Col. Gen. Enver
Hoxha, was anti-Axis and opposed to the monarchy. Thie group, concen-
trated in southern Albania, included some 20,000 adherents by June 1944.
The Zoggiste. led by Maj. Abas Kupl, were loyal to the king. They were
poorly armed and loosely organized, and numbered about 5,000 in 1944.
Althougn politically it was desirable for the Allies to supﬁbrt King Zog,
his followers had 1little military significance in the war against Germany
and, 1f supnlied with arms, they were likely to degin a civil war. When
all attempts to reconcile the two parties failed, Major Kupi fled and
left the fleld to the LWC. This group was able to keep from three to
four German divisions pinned down in Albania.l5

Conflicting political ideologies likewlse hampered the Gree'-
reslstance movement and nearly desiroyed it. Greeks were so engaged in
fighting among themselves that they had little time or effort to expend
agalnst the common enemy.16 "As soon as & guerrilla band was raised and
gained strensth they measured their imortance by the prosnect of

17

volitical power rather than military achievement . . .Y As 1n Yugoslavia

and Albania, Communists were the strongest varty. Thelr Greek Peoples
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Army of Liberation (ILAS/EAM) held about 25,000 guerrillas, or some two-
‘thirds of all the patriot troops. Their principal opponent wae the Greek
Democratic National League (EDES), a pro-British organization of about
5,000 followers. General Headquarters Middle East (GHQ ME) constantly

endeavored to bring these parties into agreement but never did acnleve

real unity.18 e

Resistance movements in the other Balkan countries were insignifi-
cant. In Bulgaria, the Otechestuen Front (OF) carried out brigand-type
attacks against key officials; but there were no German troops to
attack.l9 The results of attempts to initiate opposition in Hgngary
werse discouragingzo and in Rumania King Michael held matters well under
control for the Nazis. In all of these countries the Allies were com-

pelled to depend uwpon strategic bombing to undermine morale and to destroy

industries.

v

The resistance: movement 1n Italy became organized rather late, al-
thougn there had been anti-Fascist elements in the northern cities for
some time and they formed the nucleus of a partisan movement. These

.
elements organized in October 1943 a Comulttee of llational Liberation
which included representatives of various small groups.21 Partisan armed
bands were small and isolated, moorly equipped and unable to engage in
large-scale operations. An accurate estimate of their numver is im-
possible, but by January 1944 Allied Force Headquarters (AFHQ) reported

some 25,000 to 40,000 in the Piedmont. There was also a small group in

Lombardy, and poth they and other elements cooperatéd with the Yugoslav
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Partisans in mortheastern Italy.> Six months later only 15,000 armed
Partisans were reported in northern Italy, two-thirds of whom were in
the Pledmont. The rapid advance of the Fifth and Eighth Armies, together
with increased supply drops, resulted in a considerable growth of
Partisan strength. By September there were some 85,000 in the mountains,
four-fifths of whom were armed in some fashion, and about 60,000 more in
the towne, two-fifths of whom were armed.%® Activities of these groups

became increasingly important to the Allies as tne war entered its last

months.

Tunctions and lNeeds of Resistance Groups
Resistance movements held great possibiiities for aiding the war
effort. Their activities necessarily were determined by co&ditions pre-
vailing in any given region. As clandestine saboteurs in densely populated
areas or as armed guerrillas in open country, they constituted a source
of grave danger to the Axie. Contimuity of patriot activity depended
upon the enemy's determination to destroy reeistance grouos, 'which in
turn depends upon the amount of supolies dropped to the vatriots, which

in turn depends upon the military advantage gained by making the enenmy
employ his forces against the patriots . . .224

Prior to an Allied invasion, patriots had two principal functions:
to require the enemy to maintain large numbers of troovs as an occupa-
tion force, thus preventing their employment on the main fronts, and to

sabotage the enemy war effort. Tne first of these functions was achieved

by open warfare and by attacks on enemy lines of communication, which
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necessitated the maintenanqe of strong guarde. The second function was
discharged by acts of terrorism which inciuded assassination, demolition,
‘work stoppage, damage to materiel, the spread of resistance sentiment,
and maintenance of morale among subjugated peoples. At the time of in-
vasion, as in France, patriots could and did render véluable aid by en-
8aging troops behind the lines and interfering with their movements.
Among the less publicized functions may be mentioned the assistance in
evasion and escape of Allied aircrews brought down over enemy territory
and the delivery of military information to the Allles,

Aslde from special Allied agents and missions to organize and coordi-
nate patriot activities, partisans needed supplies, The 1list is long:
arms, ranging from pistols and Sten guns to light artillery; munitions,
explosives, demolition equipment,. incendiaries, and sabotage devices;
medical supplies, including bandages, ligatures, drugs, and instruments;
signals equipment, principally emall radio sets: food and clothing, es-
vecially in the Balkans, the Pyrenees, and Savoy; money, and even mules.25
émall quantities of these items were delivered by surface craft to the
Dalmatian, Frencn, and Norweglan coasts; but, since Germans generally
held the coast lines, the main highways, and cities, delivery had to be

made for the most part by air,

Allied Policy of Support for Resistance Lovements
Political and military leaders among the Allies were fully aware of
the possioilities inherent in the resistance movements and of the need

to provide patriots with means to operate against the enemy. BEarly in
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the war, planes of the RAF carried out limited missions from the United
Kingdom to western Continental Europe and from the Middle East to the
Balkans. 2 Althougn these efforts increased through 1942 and 1943. the
volume of supplies that reached the resistance groups did not meet
requirements.

Plans were made in the fall of 1943 to increase the quantity of
supplies delivered to the patriots in western BEurope. The object was to
build up stocks of equipment necessary for organized resistance and
guerrilla warfare and to transport the personnel of Jedburgh teamg—-two
officers and an enlisted radio operator--into enemy territory. A direc-
tive of the American Joint Chiefs of Staff charged the Office of Strategic
Services (OSS;’vith the conduct of sabotage and guerrilla warfare. The
Commanding General of the European Theater of Operations, United States
Army (CG BTOUSA) approved the plan on 26 August 1943, and three days later
directed 0SS to work out detalls with G-2 and G-3, ETOUSA, 27

These plans apparently were designed primarily to supply resistance
groups in France, Holland, Belglum, and YNorway. The Polish liaison
officer witn tne Coﬁbined Chiefs of Staff (CCS), Col. L. Z. Mitki;:;cz.
ralsed the question of assigning additional aircraft to supply operations
in order to augment the British effort to Poland. Specifically, he
wanted 20 B-24's, flown by Polish crews, to fly some 200 sorties in the
period Sentember 1943 to April 1944.28 Upon receipt of a ouery from the ccs,

Lt.Gen. Ira C.Eaker revlied tnat it was impossidbie to provide the planes

witnout interfering with strategic bombing by the Eighth Air Force;




' 11

however, he proposed to provide, for supply operations, one and eventually
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two squadrons of B-24's and B-17's wnich were not operafional for full
éombat and wnich would be manned by crews who had completed their combat
tours. The initial squadron would be trained with British unitg already
engaged in dropping supplies and personnel, and additional crews should
be trained for use in gimilar work elaewhere.29 The CCS approved thig
recommendation with the provigo that such operations were to be coordinated
closely with the RAF Bomber Gommand.ao Lt. Gen. Jacob L. Devers (CG
ETOUSA) approved the pProject on 19 Octover 1943 and directed General Eaker
to implement the plan.31 By February 1944, an American squadron was de-
livering suppliee to western Europei/bux little effort was directed to
Poland. Purther efforts by the Polish 1iaison officer to gain a definite
commitment from the CCS failed, and the Poles were told that apportionment
of sorties to various countries was a matter for officiale in the United
Kingdom to decide.32 Thus, although the Poles were not fully satigfied,
the Cniefg of Staff and American commanding generals in BTOUSA were
committed to increased aid for the resistance movements of western Europe
and Poland.

The decision to increase the flow of supplies to Balkan patriots
was likewise made in the fall of 1943. Early in October a meeting of the
Joint Commanders-in-Chief Committee, Middle ingt Forces discussed the
matter; and at a second meeting, on 18 October 1943, the committee agreed
to establieh in southern Italy an operating base for squadrons engaged in
supply missions to the Balkans. Control over these operations would be

under the British, with American agencles cooperating.33 At about the
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same time the CCS became impressed with the need for €iving all possible

. v’
ald to Balkan guerrillas, which were estimated to number some 230,000 4in
v v 4 /

Yugoslavig. Aloania, and Greece, and wno were containing some 17 German
and eight Bulgarian divisions. Increased aid to these guerrillas would,
it was hoped, divert more German forces from the Soviet and Italian fronts.
The CCS recommended that General Eisennower consult with the proper
persons to develop seaborne transport to the Dalmatian coast, to transport
equipment to patriot-held landing grounds in order to conserve the supply
of parachutes, and to arrange with the London Munitiong Assignment Board
for the release of more Italian equipment for eventual delivery to the
guarrillaa.34 General Elsgenhower was able to reply that steps had been
taken to augment aid to the patriots, that port facilities in the heel of:
Italy were provided for surface operations, tnat an airfield in the heel
was being allotted for the work, and that a request for assignment of cap-
tured Italian equipment had been made.35 Various headguarters, there-
fore, were in agreement on the need to supply ratriot groups in the
Balkans and western Burope with larger quantities of supplies.

Aglde from long-range political considerations, the civil war between
Cetniks and Partisans in Yugoslavia had a direct bearing upon supply opera-
tions. Yugoslavians couwld best promote the war by fignting the Germans, and
for this immediate purpose it mattered little who received supplies sgo
long as tney were used against the enemy. GHQ ME had sent speclal varties
to Mihailovich in 1941 "o arrange for the infiltration of supplieg': but
Mibailovich was, to rut it wmiidlr, a &1 sappointment, ana arrangements were

then made to support Tito,36 After 1 January 1944, dihailovich received




AAFRH-21 _

no more Allied supplies, and in Febrmary 1944, the British Forelgn Office

13

.notified the Yugoslav Government-in-Exile at Cairo that the Britigh mi ssion

was t0 be withdrawn from Mihailovich.37 This mission, which amounted to

some 120 persons, was evacuated from Pranjani on 28 and 29 May 1944.38

Prime Minister Churchill announced in the House of Commons on 24 May,

*We have proclaimed ourselves supporters of Marshal Tito because of his

heroic and massive struggle against the German armies. We are sending

and planning to send the largest possible supplies of weapons to him and
to make the closest contact with him. nS9

o AR
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Chapter II

ESTABLISHMENT OF ALLIED AGENCIES AND AIR UNITS
FOR SPECIAL OPERATIONS

Activities undertaken by the Allies fo aid resistance groups and
for espionage in enemy-occupied areas required an extensive organization.
There were intelligence agencies, both Briti;h and American, which carried
on secret work. These agencies were represented by personnel in enemy
territory who cooperated with the underground groups. Allied air forces
provided the planes and crews to transport agents, to deliver supplies,
to drop propaganda leaflets, and to evacuate personnel. The closest
llaison existed between the secret agencies and the air forces, and the
success of the entire program of special operations depended upon full
cooperation. Special agencies determined policles, laid the plans, made
complete arrangements for their execution, and then depended upon the air

forces to bring them to fruition.

Definition and Qrisin of Special Oparations —

In 1ts broadest interpretation, the term "special overations!" covers
ﬁil military activities within or behind the eneny lines. These activi-
ties may be carried out by Allied troops trained for subversive work or
for commando-type raids against limited objectives: or they may be on a
broader scale by resistance groups which progress from small units or
cells of saboteure into loosely organized guerrilla bands. These, in
turn, may develop into armies, such as the French F;;:;s of the Interior

o
1
and the Yugoslav National Army of Liberation.
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French saboteurs arrived in Ingland soon after the Britigh evacua-
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tion at Dupkerque (29 May-2 Jums 1940) in search of aid for the Under-

' ground. The British recognized "the military advantages to be gained by
systematic sabotage" and organizeq the Special Operations Executive‘§§0E)
under the Minister of Economic Warfare. Known in the War Office ag MO 1
(Sp), SOE was charged with carrying on special operations through sabotage,
ralding parties, subversive activities, and encouragement of patriot
resistance.2 The Office of Strategic Servizes (0SS), the American counter-
part of SOE, was established by an Executive Order on 13 June 1942 ag an
agency of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS).B Special operations were among
its many functions. Although a full description of the organi zation of
these agencies is not germane to the present study, a general account of
how they functioned is necessary ﬁackground for an underatanding of the
role of air power in their operations. For this purpose the Mediterranean
Theater of Operations, where the AAF played such an important role in

supply deliveries, has been selected.

memwm

When the Nortk African invasion occurred in November 1942, special
operations were in é nebulous state. SOE was represented there by the
Inter-Service Sigmals Unit-6 (ISSU-8), and 0SS had an agency called
Experimental Detachment (-3 (Prov) which soon became the 2677tn Head- ~
quarters Company Experimental (Prov). These SOE and 0S5 agencles fell
loosely under the G-3 division of AFHQ, their operations being coordinated

by an 0SS officer, Col. Kenneth D. Mann. The organization was more
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extensive in the Middle East, where Force 133 was the SOE agency charged
with special operations in the Ball:ans.4

After the Teheran Conference, which closed on 2 December 1943, there
wae an extensive reorganization in the Anglo-American command. GHQ ME
came under AFHY, now commanded by Gen. Sir Henry Eaitland Wilson as
successor to General Eigenhower. This brought Force 133 under AFHQ, and
the over-all directive of 5 December 1943 made that headquarters respon-
sidle for special operations thrqughoux the Mediterranean area.5 By this
time Force 133 was establishing an advance headquarters (Advance Force 133)
at Barl to control the flow of supplies and the infiltration of personnel
to the Balkans. Other agencies, such ag the Inter-Service Liaison De-
tachment (ISLD), the 0SS, and the British Psychological Warfare Executive
(PWE), were also ;etting up iﬁ Italy. Advance Fofce 133 coordinated witn
naval and air commands concerning all operations.to the Balkans; I1ssu-¢/
0S5 SO directed operations to southern France: and support of Italian
reslistance groups fell to No. 1 Special Force and the 2677th Headquarters
Comvany (0SS) under Allied Central Medlterranean Force (ACHF), For pur-
poses of allotting transport facilities to drop leaflets over the Balkans,
PWE coordinated with Advance Force 133.5 (See App. L)

The scale of operations to the Balkans, and especially to Yugoslavia
and Albania, increased so rapldly in the firet monthe of 1944 that a
G-3 Special Operations Section was set up in AFHQ in February:’ but a
8ti1ll closer integration was necessary. Advance Force 133, operating
under Force 133 at Cairo, needed a more direct channel to AFHY, General

Wilson, therefore, established a new headquarters called Svecial Operationg,
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Mediterranean Theater of Operations (SOMT0) under the command of Maj. Gen.
W. A. Stawell. Advance Force 133 became Force 266, was divorced from
Force 133 at Calro, and was glven direction of special operations to
Tugoslavia, Albanis, and the Dalmatian islands.® (See app. 2.)

The last reorganization of major consequance occurred when the
Balkan Air Force (BAF) was organized on 4 Junme 1944. Yorce 266 was
abolished and all special raiding forces, other than OSS/SOE men, were
united under Land Forces Adriatic. SOE unite formed Force 399 and came
under the Balkan Air Force. Delivery of supplies to Yugoslavia and Albania
remained the Principal task of Force 35y, and, since mogt of the aircraft
engaged in this v;rk were also controlled by BAF, coordination of effort
was relatively easy. Force 399, an entirely Britigh unit, had attached
to it liaison personnel from Company B, 2677th Regiment (Prov) amnd
Fifteenth Air Force representatives wnho were alding in the rescue of

9
Allled aircrews. (See App. 3.)

mmmmmxmmuzmum

Agents of the Allies operated in all of occupied Burope. These
agents in western Europe generally were members of special teams; but in
Yugoslavia, and to a lesser extent in Greece, there were formal Allied
missions. The most important of these missions was headed by Brig. F. H.
Maclean, wno led his rarty to Tito's headquarters in September 1943. 4t
the same time another British brigadier went to Mihailovich.in a vain
attempt to gain Cetnik cooperation against the Nazis.lo

The Maclean Mission's principal functions were to coordinate Partisan

resistance activity and to arrange for the large-scale delivery of
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supplies by air.11 American liaison officers were with Maclean and with

AAFRH-21

subdivisions of Tito's army, but the mission remained strictly British

and Maclean was Gemeral Wilsou's only official limk with Tige 12 After

the BAY was organized, Maclean dealt directly with its commander in recom-
mending various types of aid to the Yugoslav National Arny of Liveration

by means of the SOE slgnals system; in political matters, Maclean dealt

with the Bari representative of the Britigh Resident liinister at AFHQ 13
Maclean's headquarters, which remained with Marsghsl Tito, maintaiped con-
tact with Tito's corps and divisions through Britigh liaison officers (3L0'g).
These officers nassed on Partisan requests for supplies, organized reception
parties for air drops and landings, reported requests for offensive air
assistance, obtained.inteiligence information, and reported on the

Progress and success of offensive and supply opera.tiona.14 A small

Ruseian misgion went in to join Tito on 23 Feb;;;ry 1944,15 but its
operations appear to have been Primarily politica].

Hepresentatives o: various Allied agencies also carried on highly
sneclalized tasks ip the 3alkans. Among them were the 3ritish Inter-
Service Liaison Detachment (IsLD), an intelligence agenc;’; "A" Force, a
branch of MI 9 in the Unitea Kingdom, which aided in escave and evacua-
tion of Allied Prisoners of war and aircrizf; and Company B, 2677th
Reglment (Prov), formerly Special Balkan Services of OS5, which was con-
cerned primarily with intelligence.l6 In order to provide meteorologlical
data, the 19th Weather Squadron had seven weather detachments in the
salkans in May 1944.17 American, British, and Yugoslav Personnel were
used in organizing landing ground darties under the direction of BATS

(Balkan Air Terming]l Service).18
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Alxr Unite in Special Operations, Meduamm_ﬁhnm

More nations were represented in military activities in the
Hediterranean theater than in any other combat area. Tnig heterogeneity
existed in special operations in which one finds Britigh, American,

Polish, South African, Italian, and Fussian units flying missions to supply
resistance groups. An account of these units centers on the development
of the 334 Wing (HAF) which eventually exercised operational control over
aearly all speclal duty aircraft in tne theater.

Evolutdon of the 334 (SD) Wing (RAF). A trickle of airborne
suplies besan to reach the Balkans in May 1942, when 108 Squadron (RAF)
in the liddle East made a flight of four Liberators availavle for special
operations. The demand for supplies in thnis early period far exceeded
the capabilities of the air forces to deliver them, but the sltuation
improved in March 1943 when 14 Halifaxes were assigned to the work.

These planes, together with tne Liberators of 108 Squadron, were brought
o gether to form 148 Squadron (BRAF), which was based at Tocra, Libya.lg

The experience of BRAF squadrone in the United Kingdom convinced nilitary
authorities that supply operations to resistance g€roups in the Mediterraneap
area shoulé be carried on Primarily from the Mediterranean theater. Con-
sequently, 1575 Flignt (RAF) was sent to Blida, near Algiers, in June
1943. This flight, which consisted of four Halifaxes, supplied resistance
groups in Corsica. In the following September, 1575 T1ight wag absorbed
into €24 Squadron (RAF), which sent egix of itmlifaxes to Tocra in
Libya for Balkan operations, < The 122d Liaison Squadron (AAF), &

remnant of the 68th Tactical keconnalssance Group, moved to liaseicault,
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Tunisia, in November with three B-17's and seven 3-25's for test flignts.zl
A fourth unit, 1586 Poligh Flight, with four Halifaies and two Liberators,
arrived in Tunisia later in the month, primarily for missions to Poland.22
Since an over-all headquarters was needed to coordinate the efforts of
these units, the British establighed 334 Wing in November 1543 to sssume
control over all special duty aircraft.23 At this time the 334 vilng,
commanded by Group Comdr. VW. E. Rankin, was organized as follows:

334 (SD) Wing
(RaF)

- d

l
No. 624 Squadron No. 148 Squadron 1586 Polish 1224 Liaison
(RAF) (RAT) Flight Squadron (AAF)

E— e s - s i

Soon after 334 Wing was established, units engaged in speclal opera- °
tions were moved to southeastern Italy in order to Place then closer to
their targets. The Polish Flignt and 624 Squadron moved to Zrindiei early
in December 1943, although a detachment of four aireraft of the latter
remained at Blicda to supply southern France: the 1224 Lieison Squadrorn
moved 1ts B-25's to Manduris at the end of Yovember 1943; the 8tk Troop
Carrier Squad-on (AAT) arrived at Gioia del Colle late in Novenber and
148 Squadron went to “rindisl in January 1944.34 The 7th and 5lst Troop
Carrier Squadrons, 624 Troop Carrier Group (AAF) arrived at Brindisi in
I'ebruary, and a few daye later, on 18 February, 624 Squadron left for
Blida. Likewise in February, two squadrons of tie Italian alr Force,
based at Lecce, were assigned to 354 Wing tor special operations.25 Thus

in February 1944, 33#Wing had the following units assirned or attached:
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334 (SD) Wing |
(RAF) ,'

T T ] -
| No. 14€ sq. (BAF) '7th & 51t TC Sqs. ' 11586 Polien| ' No. 624 Sq. (RAF)
' 18 Halifaxeg | (AAF) , Fight ' 18 Halifaxes
Brindigi "} .24 C-47'g y 8 Halifaxeg ' Blida

: Brindis{“A”_______'. Brindisi

! ol
Nos. 1 & 88 IAF '1zzd Liaigon Sq.  'Det. 1224 Liaigon ;
. Sgs., 36 Cant-2- ‘(AAF) : — Sq. (AAF)
:1007'g & Sl-821g 7 B-25'g 3 B-17'g

"Lecce Manduria Blida

—— - -

Several éhanges occurred during the next few months. In March 1944,
part of 267 Squadron (BAF) , Transport Command came under 334 Wing
temporarily.26 and in July a Soviet air group of 12 C—47's was added, 27
Qhe 1224 Liaison Squadron was transformed int; a heavy bomb squadron in
4pril 1944 angd continued operatimnsg from Blida until September, when 1t
moved to Brindisi. 28 In September, also, 624 Squadron was dial:a.nded.z”9
In Januvary 1945, 267 Squadron ceased supply operations, but its place
was taken by 44 Squadron (SAAF).SO Other changes involved & rotetion of
AAF troop carrier unitg assigned to special operations.

Cpon its organization, 334 ¥ing was asslgned to PAF itiddle zast; then,
effective on 25 January 1944, 1t was transferred to EQ HaaY. Operational
control remeined diviced between RAF Middle Zast and irAaF°l until 14
Feoruury 1944, when 334 ving and all other Allled aircraft, eitner
permanently or temporarily employed in special duties, were Placed under
the direct operational control of HY MAAF.Sg The final adninistrative

change of importance took place in June 1944, when 334 Wing became a part
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of the newly organized Balkan Air I‘orco.33
In September 1944 special duty alrcraft were assigned or attached to

the Balkan Air Force as follows:

! i
. BAF .
| ] !
| 334 (SD) Wing 205 Group (EAF)
[. (RAF) . Fogela
| Avallable on
! priority from
: MASAF
. | I O M, Hll — .
'No. 148 Sq., | 1586 Polish , 885th Bomb Sq. | ' 60th TC Group
(RAF) | Plight + (AAF) Brindiei | (AAF)
Brindisi Brindisi = |, (Formerly 1224 ! Brindisi

? ,_Liaison Sq.) _
e ' S B
No. 267 Sq.’ Ruggian Air Nos. 1 & 88
(RAF) " Grouwp IAF Sqg,
_ Bari  _ -Bari Lecce

(g
Evolution of the 2641st Special Group (Prov) (AAT). An increase

in the delivery of supplies to resistance groups was among the matters which
attracted the attention of Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker when he assumed command

of MAAF in January 1944. Asg commander of the Elghth Air Force, he had

been instrumental in organizing two AAF squadrons for special operations

to the westefn Continent. The subject, therefore, was by no means new to
him when he arrived in North Africa. General Eaker, as well as Generals
Wilson and Devers, was convinced that supoly operatigns were well worth

the effort; moreover, he wanted Americans to "get soméV:redit in

delivering knives, guns, and explosives to the Balkan patriots with which

to ki1l Germans."34
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The 1224 Lialson Squ#dron was the only AA¥ unit, other than the
.8th Troop Carrier Squadron, engaged in special operations in the Mediter-
ranean theater until FeoruaryA1944. This squadron, with three B-17's
and seven B-25's, had "no authorization and no table .of orgenization®
sul table for such work and was not operating efficiently.35 Demands of
0SS and SOE for miseions to the Balkans reflected the ircreasing impor-
tance of supply work; but, General Eaker insisted, these demands could
not be met with the aircraft then being employed.36 His solution to the
immediate problem was to ask authority to reorganize the 122d'Liaison
Squadron as a heavy vombardment squadron with 15 aircraft37 which, so
far as practicable, would not be fully operational for normal combat
Aduty.sa

The War Department partially approved the proposal when, on 14
February 1944, it auttorized conversion of the 1224 Liaison Squadron into
a unit to operate for 0SS; aireraft and personnel, however, must come
from sources already available.<® General Devers, Deputy Commander in
WIO, in assuring General Marshall that there would be no difficulty in
settirng up the new squadron, emphasized the importance of letting the
French and 3alkan patriots know that the Britigh were not the sole source
of the ald they were receiving.4o By this time two squadrons of AAF
C-47's were operating out of Brindisi under the 334 Wing, but General

zeker pressed for organization of the 122d Bomb Squadrorn, since heavy-
&

-

bomber night sorties were required to reach the more distant targets.

Apparently the 14 February authorization did not satiefy General Eaker,
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for on 6 March he asked Maj. Gen. B, M. Giles, Cnief of Alr Staff, aAF
%0 push the matter tnrough.42 General Arnold Yhen informed General Eaker
that autnorization had been granted, and on 15 March formal iar Devartment
aporoval we.'s sent.

General Zaker proceeded at once to set wp the squadron. Letter in-
structions issued by MAAF op 18 March 1944 directed organization of the
1224 Bomb Squadron (H) at Blida, with persomnel to be drawn from various
sources. 44 Each of the heavy bomd €rouws was called upon to provide a
egraduate crew on detached service in order that experienced personnel
might be obtained,45 & practice that continued for the 1ife of the
squadron. On lodﬁpril 1944 the squadron was activated under command of
Col. Monro MacCloskey and attached to Headquarters, Fifteen%h Alr Force
for administration, supply, and maintenance.46

The remnant of the 1224 Liaison Squadror, operating seven B-25's gt
Manduria, moved to Blida on 12 April 1944.47 At this time the 122d Bomb
Squadron had three B=17's and eight 3-24's.48 General EZaker, revorting
that the new squadron was to receive 15 C€rews and vlanes, stated that itg
iormation has "pernitted the American Air Forces to vlay a definite part
and a very big part in the Partisan 1ift ., . . the percentage of success-
ful sorties by the Americans 1ig practically the same as vitk the
nalifaxes."49 Buployment of tne 1224 Bomdb Squadron would make it possible,
General Zaker believed, for the air forces in April to make uv the
deficit in deliveries which had been caused by bad weatier in previous

months. Personnel of the squacron were enthusiastic about their work,K 90
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and by the end of April had flown 22 successful sorties to southern

France.sl On 15 June 1944, the squadron was redesisnated as the 885th

Bomb Squadroh () (Sp), but 1t continued under administration of the
Fifteenth.Air Force and under the operational control of MAAF,S2 fqhe
885th Bomb Squadron moved to Maison Blanche, Just outside of Algiers,
toward the end of August and early in September began té fly missions

to northern Italy.

Tnis change in targets was caused by the success of Seventh Army
operations in southern France. Tﬁe Maquis in that area no longer needed
alrvorne supplies from the Mediterranean, a development which caused MAAF
to disband 624 Squadron (RAF) and to move the 885th Bomb Squadron to
Brindisi for missions to northern Italy and the Balkans. This move took ﬂ
piace between 23 September and 2 October 1944.53 At about the same time :
the 4924 Bomb Group of the Eighth Air Force te&porarily suspended 1its
supply missions to western Hurove. The 859th Bomb Squadron of this group
flew to Brindisi about the middle of December 1944 to Join in special
dperations in the lediterranean theater.54 The Fifteenth Air Force now had
two 3-34.equadrons flying supply missions. 7o provide a headquarters for
these units, the Fifteenth Special Growp (Prov) was activated on 20
January 1945 under command of Colonel MacCloskey.55 Since many of the
groun's missione required staging through Rosignano, about 15 miles south-
east of Leghorn, HQ MAAF decided to move it to that area and place it

Allied
under lediterranean/Tactical Air Force (MATAF)., On 17 March 1945, the

unit was redesignated as the 2641st Special Group (Prov) and came under

56
operational control of the Twelfth Air Force. The move to Rosignano
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was completed by 20 March,’ and there the 264lst Special Group remained

until the end of the war.

dwelfih &lr Force Iroop Carm er lniis in Special Qperations. Troop
carrier squadrons of the Twelfth Air Force carried most of the burden

for the AAT in special operations in the Mediterranean theater. The
Slet Troop Carrier Wing was represented in this work from December 1943
until after the surrender of Axis troops in northern Italy. Incomplete
records prevent an accurate description of the first troop carrier efforts,
but it appears that the 8th Troop Cerrier Squadron, 624 Troop Carrier
Group initiated AAF C-47 missions behind the enemy lines in Italy for
the purpose of infiltrating Dbersonnel or dropping supplies to isolated
3ritish troops. The alr echelon of thie squadron moved from Ponte Olivo,
Sicily, to Gioia del Colle in southeastern Italy late in November 1943,
and flew ite first supply mission on the night of 8-9 December.58 The 8th
Troop Carrier Squadron completed very few sorties over enemy-occupied
territory ffom Decemper 1943 to February 1944, vpartly because of very
vad Weather. Itg principal mission, however, seemg to have been to give
parachute training to British Special Air Service troops destined for
operations behind the enemy lines,

Special operations by AAF 0-47's began in earnest in Tebruary 1944,
On the 9th, Brig. Gen. G. H. Beverley, commander of the 5lst Troon
Carrier Wing, attended a conference at HQ MAAP which decided that one
groun Headquarters and two troop carrier squidrons were to be sent to

Brindisi dy 12 February for umissions to the Zdalkans. The groun would
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operate uncer the British 334 Jing. “he 7th and tlst Troop Carrier

Squadrons at Ponte Olivo were alertec on 9 February and noved, with 62¢

Troop Carrier Group headquarters, to 3rindiei on tne 12th.61 Iane c¢th

Troop Carrier Sousdron practically ceased operations_at Gioia del Colle

0y tae end of Februmry, but the 7th znd Slst carried on to the end of
62

sarch and then returned to Sicily. (See Apn. 5.) V/

The 60t:: Troop Carricr Growrn, comuanded by Col. Clarence J.
Galligan, moved in %o replace the 624 3rom's scundrons and resained
until Cetober 1944.63 The 7th ancé Elst squadrons tlien vesan a second tour
on snecial operations, tne 7ih ut Brindiei and the {1st at Pogrde ond
~rindisi, These two souairons Tormed ihe 3allzan Detachnent of the 624

JIroon larrier GrOUp.64 The 7th ceased 3el'zan onerniions on < Dgcember

vhern it noved to Tarquinia, :bout 4 miles noriawest of Zome, from which

point it flew missions to nortrern Ital; until ¢ January 1945.65 The 4tz

anc &th Troop Carrier Squ:crons at Sienn-lialifnano e sz 1y missions

to north Itely for avout six weeic ending on 8 January 1945, then noved

~ "~

to Tarquinia, where they were joined on Z¢ larch 194f oy the Ilst lroom
-&rrier Squadron fro. Lrindisi., I.rl: in Janu.r: 1345, the €.th ~room

Jerrier srou., under Jol. Joiin JeTLI, . moved to Rosl,mauo, relle in, the

oa

clG Grows.,  Tlhe Gt Ilew sunnly nlesions to nortier:. Ity until tie

*
-

end ol the wnr,CL cltiozn ite 1040 Syusdron renliced tne Elst ot
-rindisi on 2% llrch. aile oser:iing fron ~rizdiel, trooy carricr units
were wucer operntions eenirol o i Wing ond, (Tier clic 10w, of e
3aF. ldesions flow. from Xoci mans, sidipnens, wne Lurcduin vere under

conirsl of «wlal throlw )l the Twelft Lir Force,

hECInS
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Ihe dallan A;z_Eéxgg. Operations of various't:pes to the Zalkars
had increased to such proportions by late s ring 194¢ thot an inter-
service headquarters, the Ballien «ir Iorce (2AF) was formed on 4 cune to
coordinate them.67 Comnanded by Air Vice .arsicl .. Zliot with heac-
quarters at Zari, the 2AF Desan operations or 1 July with fighter fiskhier-
bonber, anld mediuxn b;mber squadrons crawn princinclly from the lesert

MAGAE)
Alr Force and the «edlterranean Allied Comgtal «ir Force/, Tihe =ritign

334 ling, corntrolling svecial overstions to the Zalkens, receivec adii-
tional strensth ond come under ZAT,

Air Vice ..arsha Zlliot wes Tesmonsitle for coordinat in~ 211 Yaon.

-

bined ammiidious onerations s£néd raics By Allied ¢ zir, sea ond lenc forces

on tie 1slands ant eactern si:ores of the Adrintic anc¢ Ionian Seng, ! ‘

£

-nrourh the laclean .dssion, now reorganiczed as o, 27 .ilitary Miesion,

Zlliot was to "afford ie “reatest toesille nhons oo swmuort! o e

Yugoslav _ational ru of Liserution: tirou . tlhe couminler -7 Torce C:o,

iie exercfe~d oner:.tional couvrol over s eclul omer: tione in Langcery

o

Jugosluvia, and Albdbunia. SAT couie uncer ilie ai- cormender-in-. ies

GO,

..editerranean to whom ~iliot was directly resmonciole for air cpeivtions,

aliboud not in control of special cverstions in Ital, . - cric, Samanis,

Greece, Czcchoslovaeiria, or Poland, Z1liot wvis “resonsi.le Tor tle onera-

- baal®

tion of Svecinl Luties mdreraft eipioyed in t.ose ;yeng, ! S oeciel owmersiions
in Greece remainec¢ the resconeivility of JHQ 1B, $liyay i Force 1U3: irn

Pamania end *ul,eriz, snecin? overitionr ell unde:r Tl tirouh Force

1535 and GHe Allied .rui-s in Ital; (4al) conir-lled o ~eind overstions

to northern Italy. as choirmen of o Stecial Uoreritions Som ittee, tie




AOC BAT wag to coordinate "specisl air oreratlons over the various terri-
tories and advise AFHG on the allocation of effort. " Through lieison
vith the Bari headquarters of aFhg ' g Fsychological Varfare Brarch, Elliot
was Qirected "to epgure that best use is made of ., ., , operations for
the dissenination of leafléts and other propaganda."69

The 3plkan Air Force expanded rapidly. By.December 1944 1t controlled
21 fignter squadrons, eight mediunm bomber squadrons, ana two heavy bomber
8quadrons in addition to the snecial operationsg aircrafi operating under
334 !ing.7o The develonment of this air force was simificant in suwHDly
opercztions not only because it made fighter escort avallable for day-
light missions, but aleo bYecause it nrovided the Fartisane of Yusoslavia
rith an effective tir ari, Grenter cuantities of susdlies could ue
Gelivered through landing onerztions b C-47's while EAf nlanes ;ooperated
vithh rarticos troops ix Pretectin, anc holdin;'landing crounds, Ktk o
Geuvendnnle air force on call, Partiszns could undertaze more sustained
Overations wi:ich would, of course, reciire an increase i: the celiver: of

Sunpiles and in the evacuation of their wounded.
-

4ae Bussian il Grows at 3ari. Toe first Soviet wlanes to telze nnr
ir snecizl overations ir tne <editerranean thezter were two Ce47's vw. icr
Srought o Eussian tiission, headec 0y Andre: Visi.inszy, to Ital; on
5 Fevruar, 1944.71 The two C-<47'e renained at =rinciei and lew two
sorties to Tusoslavie in Larch and tiaree in anriz, Yisoslav renrece:y..
tatives made igh eclaims for thelr role in deliverin- susolies, but the
fact is that their sorties werc “or the nurnose of summliin. the

Vishinsz;- idssion, and on one occasion trey dic that 5 traneferrin-

material fro. Britien stocizs th:t had Seen earaarred for the cortisane, 77




AAFRH-2] : . - %0
The Rulsizga. probébly more interested in ultimate political ad-
vantages than in immedi-te military gains, approachéd General Wilson in
larch 1944 on the mntter of basing planes in Italy to supply the
Partisans. General Wilson insieted, siould the proposal ve approved,

that operational control over routing, timing, and coordination of

[#3]

flights would have to be vested in the Allied Gommander-in~0hief.7 The
Sritish Chiefs of Staff agreed late in April to basing at Beri a small
Russian air unit and directed that General illson was to coordinate g1l
operations by Soviet aircraft from Italian bases.74 Details to receive
Ruesian transnorts and fighters at Zar: were worked out at aFEQ ir June
and included an agreement that Soviet planes might land ip Italy on
shutile missions.7? The Russigns wanied vermissiorn to operate not less
than 12 transvorts and 12 fighters from Italy, but General Wilson refused
this indefinite commitment and fixed the nunver of planes at one squacron
of 12 C-47's and one of 12 fighters. ‘whern the Russiane arrived late in
July, they orought four lisnt communications craft to s1ve to Tito and
also wanted to fdve nim two C-47's wiich had been ootained from the
United States on lenc-lease. TMiig nronosed Aft of transnorts was re-
‘erred to the American vhiei's of Staff for disuosal.

al cari the Fussiens orerated wider control of the ZAY through 334
"ing, but the "control was wore nominal than real, tre Tussians through-
out taiting an extremely indeven. ent line."77 They were, lixevise, sone-
vant less than ¢inlomztic on occasions. When an 4T vehicle elisitly
Gznnged one of their vlanes in a collision, tue Fussiarns called it

Celiverate sapotage.78 another incident occurred in whien the Soviet
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air officer at Bari, one Jolonel Socolov, deliberately violated both the
letter anéd the s irit of the agreenent coverning Rugsian operations from
.Bari. On 23 July Colonel Socolov asked the RAT commander for nernission
to fly o training mission to a point off Corfu. Fermission was readily
granted, with the svecification thzt there was to bpe no landing or
dropping in Greece. The flignt occurrea during the night of 25/26 July
vithout incident, excent that ithe nlane delivered nine or 10 Russilan
envoys to ELaS headouarters without the knowledge of allied autioritieg
in Cairo, 3ari, Algiers, Greece, or enywhere else, Tiig incident
strengthened the belief that the U.2,3.E, intended to further her aimg
in Greece in comnlete disresard of Sritisnh and Alerican desires.73

Some conflict alsgo occurred in tue moitier of bringings ip sunnlies
for the éussians. vi:c wanted two or three small uerchant ghisg iven to
ther for 1moving materials fron the Fersinn gulf to tari. General Wilson
gajected on the rrounds that tiere were no craft to smare, that stores
destined Zor Tito would %e largel: of -iaerican origir, ana that the
Imuseiane emnrently were aitemting to Lolster il.eir prestise with the
rartiesns, Uhere were nlent: of gupulies in Ital: for reslstunce Iroums,
anc onl; tne shorta e o asircraft, naraciuter, containers, .no suall

- o . |

suritee zrift irnzided their deliver,. “he {Zs deciaed iy Sentenmver
thi:t tlie -mseiane 810ULG OTrins. through tLe fersian Guls only tiose
sun.lies ot alresdy wvailaovle in tne vediterranean trheater, ané snecirl
itimes o7 gumlies for Znrtisans slould ve restricted to ti.oge definitel;

needec. l'o surfuce craft vere to oe trancferrec to aseis to crrry

; o €1
sun:lier to snri,
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Zelations between the russians znéd other #rouos at 3ari were,
nevertheless, relatively horaonious. On 22 august 1944, 1C Soviet C-47'g
flew & shuttle migsion from Pussia to sar: with medicel nersonnel for
Tito and supnlies for the air group. The transporis returned to 2ussia
on the night of 33/24 August, carrying 15C Yuroslav air trainees. Three
days later, 2 souadron of 12 Ya:r fighters arrived direcct from Tussia to

N pe . 82
serve as escorts for C-47'¢ on daylisnt missions. Fichters and trons-
ports remained at ari until the Pussian advo once overran Selrrade and
’
onened the Zemun a2irfield. The Yo'ts and ei:nt of the 3-47'¢ left for
Zemun on 23 November, and the rexalning four 0-47's left 3ori early in
8'.

Lecember.

Svecial operations from ti.e United din:céonm irvolved =ritish ond

Asericuan aireraft aliost exclusively. IZhe sritis., as in the ~eCiterranean

theater, initiated the wori- of supnly drophing and were joined by Anerican
anes enrly in 1944, Prior Yo tale time, tune 4226 3omd Scuadron (USanl,

Lad veen engaced in dromnins provaganca lenflets over occunied urove

(see Chap. VII), and, until organizriion of tre ALY LT age (swooly-

crompin,; nroject, t:is was tie only American unit in the nited Eirn.-dou

ascisned to special omerstions. The 2ritish, oy ecrly 1845, hod two

N B

Jonb squadrons, llos. 150 and 1¢Y, omernting out of Ye msford on sup 1y

nissions to resirtance crowne in France, tle letherlaong

s, elriw,

Tennariz, ané Folonc. ..ost o- trheir efTort rs directed to Fraace, ere

tine Undergroimé was rutting cirvorne sunuliers to | ood use.a* the 2@
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decided to increase the volume of sunplies being delivered to resisiance
groups from the United Kin:dom, and in Octobver 1943, upon being assured
that there would be no serious diversion from strategic bomdbin -, direct;d
Genera: Devers to implement the decision (see Chap. I).

At this time General Zaice: , commanéing the Eightthir Force, had
available the 4th and 224 Antisubmarine Squadrons of the 479th Antisubmarine
Grous, which had been operating 3-24D's from Dunkeswell, Devonsnire, for
about three monthe. The Antisubmarine Command was disbanded ir August
1943, leaving highly trained personnel free for further assismment.
Representatives from tae 4th and 223 Squadrons met with 0SS, SOE, and
other pe rsonnel at Bovingdon on 24 October, at whicr time they were in-
formed of their assismment to the CARPETSAGGIR project. Selected crews were
then sent to Tempsford, where trey trained witn the RAT supply droppers
from 25 Octover to 30 December 1943, nile this training was in progress,
the CAXFATSAGLIXE orienization toolk shepe, Tae ground echelons of tae two
squairons moved fror Dunikeswell to Alconbury laote in Cetover and enrly in
-ovemder. Uu 4 Decemver 1943 the Zignth Air TForce puvlisghed orders,
dated 11 lovember, activating tue U6th ané £06th 3omb Sqguadrons, commanded
by Maj. Rovert V. Tiegh ané Zt. Col, Jlifford .. haeflin, resmectivel:;. ' he
two scusndrons forned the Snecial rroject subgroun under the <.2¢ .omu
vrouwp (Pati:finder; at Alconvury and begsnn overztions to Surove on the
night of 4/5 Jan:ary 1944.85

Several changes, votn in station ard in organization, tooir nlace in

Februnr: and lareh 1944. The two squadrons moved to ‘Watton, & Zew milesg
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from Alconbury, between 7 and 17 February. Ten deye after completing this
move, they were relieved from the 482d Bomb Group ané assigned to the VIII
Alr Forcé Composlite Commund, with the 326th Service Group as administrative

headqua.rters.86

In response to the Composite Command's request that a
separate headquarters be set up to control the CAﬁPETBAGGER squadrons,
the Eighth Air Force established the 80lst Bomd Group (H) (Prov) on 28
March 1944 and placed it under the cormand of Colonel Heflin.87 In the
meantime Colonel Heflin had made 2 survey of siies sui-atle for CARFET.
BAGGER activities and recommended the RiF station at Harrington, 12 miles
northeast of Jorthampton, which had the necessary conbination of concrete
runways, supply facilitiles, lighting sycte:, and living qua.rters.88
Arrangenents were made with the RAF to vacate the field, aznd the 80lst
3omb Group moved in at the end of Marchsg without interruptiﬁg sunpl;
operations.

General Eaizer's desire to increase CARPITHAGGER effort was not
realized until liay 1944. Until then the Britisl. hed deen nutting up the
larcer share of effort. At the end of Fevruary 194-, for examnle, the
36th and 4.6t: Sguadrons (4AF; hac 12 S-24's ensaped in SarrZTBAGGEN
missions, althoug.: plans were velilng comnleted to raise each sguacron o
a wtren Wi of 1C planes; the IAT had 5 rlenes assigned to siilur tasics. C
RAY effort varied from time to time, cenending upon assi: nment of air-
craft at Frime liinister Shurcnill'e recuest. 4n Zighth Air TForce order
of 137 la; transferred *he 788tk 3ol S5Gguaacron, <07tn Bombd Grow and
the 88Cth Bomb Scw.lron, 49Cth 3omb Groun to the &Cls% Zombd Grown. Jrews

-

o 04

these two uniis weni to Cneddin:tor for irziuing., Z: ihe enc ol uvr
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the CARPZTBAGGER group had more than 40 B-24's assigned, This increase‘
in strensth wae made largely in anticipation of creater effort in supnhort
of CVERLCED. P mhe 738th and 50tn Seuadrons moved to Harrington on 27
X2y end flew thelr first CARPETBAGGER missions at the end of the month.92
An extensive shiftine of unit designations tooic Place in ccecordance
vith an order of 5 August 1944. ™he Sveclal Leaflet Scuadron (see Chan.
VII) and the four JARFA.SAGGER squadrons all underwent a chonge in
nwaerical designation. These changes were the result of sniftsg desimed
to elixlnate three-squadron grouwse in the Zighth Air Force 24 and 3d
Bomb Divisions and to regularize units of the VIII Air Force Cormosite
Comaand. The 4924 Somb Groun anc its four sguadrons were transferred
with 2 cadre of one officer and one enlisted mga to Harrington to becone
the CATPETHAGGHR crowp; similar cadres of the former CARPETHAGGER squad-
rons went to other stations. The reorgani zed 3uvth Bomb Souadron was
sent to Cheddington for radio countermeasure (RC..) woris: the Snecial
Leallet Squacd:on, formerly desiinated ns the 4U6th, now received the
desim-tion 858th 2omb Squadron.93 Chan¢es iﬁ desi mation gf CATP BT SAGGER
units, & Aurust 1944, vere as follows:

Q14 Desiimation lUey Desimnotion

80let Zomb G-, (H) (Prov) 492d Bombd Gn, (E)
36th Bomb Sq. (H) 856th somb Sq. (H)
406th 3omu Sq. (¥, 858th Bomb So. (K
788th Bomb Sq. (M) 589th 3ombh Sg. (K)
G50th Boab Sa. (H) 857th 3omb 3¢, (E

Prosress of the invasinn in France practically enced full-gcale
CAPRETBAGGZR zctivity by the 4924 Grown., The nroject may be considered

N 9< S
as having been coucluded op 16 September 1944, after whic:. the iToup
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was used on overation THUCKIHG to cerry aviation fasoline to France.
This last activity was still in prorress when, on 5 Cctobver 1544, onera-
tional control of the 492¢ Bomb Grow» vassed to Headcuarters, Iigatk Air

Force, retroactive to 1 Cctober, with administrative control in the VIII

95

Fighter Command. There was some uncertainty as to future emnloyment

of the group, but General Doolitile followed a recomuendation fron higher

-headquarters that it ve reassiged to strategic vombing, Tais chengce

took place on 22 Octover, when the €TOoup, now caananded by Lt. Col.

Robert W, fish, was assigned to USSTaF, 1st Bomb DPivision; however, the

e

. ; B A s s 6 :
856th 3omb Squadron remained on CARPETBAGG L work, at adout the end

of Octooer, reconversion of the three remaining scuadrons was dele: ed

pending completion of the Project to evacucie from southern irance Allied

¢7 . ,
alrcrews wio had been interned in Switzerland. CARP ) saGG LR misesions

by the Blirth Alr Force from the nited Lingdox were ne ligible from 16

September 1Y44 to February 194t: out i1 darch end Anril 154%, the numver

of sorties once iore reachec the level of oo and June 1944, (see AnDn,
=

Y.) The 859th Bomb Squadron went to Ital; on 15 Zecemver 1944 anc Joined

i . . X - 498
the B885th Bomy Squadron in Januar: to ‘ornm tlie Fifteent: Svwecinl Groum, 7°

..
AV
-




Chapter III
PLANKING AND EXEOUTION OF MISSIONS TO RESISTANOE GROUPS

Supply missionsin the Mediterranean theater and :ron the Thited
Kingdom were sufficiently alike in planning and execution to warrant
thelr being treated together. Oertain differsnces, however, 4id exist,
Operations with 0-47'. were highly important in the Medlterranean area,
but there were piacti.cally no C-47 missions from the United Xingdom to
the principal resistance groups. Hoav‘; bombers from North Africa n;w
long overwater sorties to reach drop zones in southern Franoce; bdut
CAEPRTBAGGER airoraft in the United Kingdom, except for their relatively
fov migsions to Norway, had merely to cross the English Channel to reach
enexmy territory. In Italy, both “0-47'- and bombers flew many missions
that involved no overwater flights, and, except for missions to Poland,
supply aircraft rarely flew over strongly defended areas. There were
' comparatively few daylight operations from the United Kingdom until after
D-.day for OVERLORD, and very few landings behind the enemy lines; both
daylight missions and landings were common in the Mediterranean theater.
These and other differences, which will be developed in later chapters,
were primarily operational in character. For the most part the technique

of planning, loading, dropping, and landing varied only in detalls.

Spegclal Duty Alrcrafi and Iralning of Srews
Planes used in special operations were called special duty (SD) air-

craft. The British employed Wellingtons, Stirlings, lLiberators, Albemarles,
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Dakotas, and Lysanders for most of thelr work, while the AAY used B-17'g,
B-24's, 0-47's, and a few B-25's. The Russian Alr Group at Bari had
647'- omluﬁ.nly. the Italians at Lecce flew OantSlOO? Z's and 8)-82's,
and the Pon'l/h Tlight was equipped with Halifaxes and nbomtors. :
Except when bomd squadrons were diverted from their mormal combat role
to execute special missions, SD aircraft were not used to_r tactical or
strategic bombing. Oombat aircraft, hovever, did take a regular part

in special operations by dropping propaganda leaflets, or *nickels,*
wvhile on tactical and strategic missions.

Some modifications were necessary to equip bombers and transports
for special operations. The nose of the C-47 was enlarged slightly to
provide greater room in the pillot's compartment, and occasionall; special
floors and bdracing were installed to take care of certain types o? cargo,
Fow other changes were required in C-47's beyond fitting them with racks
to hold containers and the installation of 'hbocfa' equipnent., The
Rebecca set 1s a radar directional alr-ground device which records radar
impulses on a grid and directs the navigator toward the ground operator.
By varying the intensity ?; frequency of the "blips," the ground operator,
whose set is called "Zureka," can transmit signal letters to the air-
craft.z Rebecca's cathode ray tube display unit gives the distance of
the aircraft from the sending set and the alrcraft's heading in relation
to 1t. The sending set, Eureka, is a light-weight responser beacon
opera.tod‘ on batteries and fitted with a detonator which can destroy it
1f circumstances requ:l.re.3 Shortage of Rebecca/Eureka sets limited the

use of this equipment in the Mediterranean theater, but by December 1944,
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practically all SD aircraft had Robocca-.4 CARPETBAGGER planes in the
United Kingdom were likewise handicapped for a time by lack of enough
VRoboccas to meet requirements. The 'Suga;;;one.' or S-phone, another
Plece of special equipment used by SD aircraft, was an ultra-high fre-
quency short-range radio that provided a two-way confact with a ground
phone. This instrument was valuable for receliving 1anﬁ1ng or dropping
instructions from the ground, and for transmitting intelligence informa-
tion to crews for delivery to headquarters. On several occasions in
Tugoslavia, an officer wearing S-phone equipment parachuted to inspect
emergency strips and to advise the pilot on their suitability for landing,
In nearly every case the pilot landed.

Heavy bombers underwent far more radical changes than the C-47's.
WThe 885th Bomb Squadron in North Africa replaced the bdall turret on B-17's
and B-24's with a cargo hatch through which packages were dropped.6
The Carpetbaggers called their cargo hatch the 'Jo;:;;Ie.“ which was
made by placing a metal shroud inside the opening. This shroud varied
in diameter from 38 to 48 inches and formed a short chute through which
*Joes" or "Janes"--personnel to be parachuted over eneny territory--were
dropped. The most satisfactory dimensions proved to be a hole with a
44-inch opening in the fuselage floor and a 48-inch opening at the exit,
4 plywood door covered the nole and could be folded back under the control
cables., Jump lights, hand rails, and Jump panels were installed at the
Joe-hole. Other modifications included the removal of surplus equipnent
needed only in bombing; installation of a plywood covering to protect

the floor, a monorail and roller-mounted safety belt in the rear fuselage,
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& plywood cover over tho rear bomd day, bdlackout curtains for walst.gun
windows » blisters for the pilot's and co-pllot's windows to provide
greater visidility, modification of bomd bays to fit Britigh containers,
and separate compartments for the bombardier and the navigator. Al
special navigational equipment was rearranged to provide greater ease of

operation, the waist and nose guns were removed, and the planes were
4

' painted a shiny blacik.

Crews of troop-carrier aircraft required 1little special training
other than to become familiar with the use of Rebecca/Bureka and practice
flights to develop acourscy in dropping at low altitudes and low speeds.
In general, the heavy bomber crews went through thg same training. Until
June 1944, when the CARPETBAGGER group set up 1tc-ovn'tra1n;ng unit, a
few crews trained with the Britigh at Tempsford. The course in the
CAEPRTBAGOIR training unit reviewed 0ld subjects and introduced new ones.
Included in the curriculum were lectures on uci:rity. flying control,
standard operating procedures, ditching, air-sea rescue, flak intelligence,
escape and evasion, and Planning supply missions. Orews spent some time
in familiarizing themselves with the modified B-24, trained on the use
of Robocca./.nu-elm. and reviewed dead-reckoning navigation and the use of
navigational aids. Radio operators and navigators received intensive
training in their speclalties. Both yy and night practice missions
were flown, and dispatchers of "Joes" were required to maite jumps them-
selves. Pilots learned to handle the heavy bombers at near stalling
speeds. Pilots, co-pilots, navigators, and dispatchers went along on

regular missions as observers before starting their owmn wz;rk.8
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Indoctrination appears to have been thorough, sinoce almost no
violations of security were reported; even the writers of records were
80 security-conscious that the historian encounters the greatest a1ffi-
culty in uncovering facts essential to a full account of supply operations.
There were occasions when figures prominent in resistance movements spoke
words of appreciation to assembled crews and grownd personnel; there
were messages of thanks from Partisans in the field and a steady stream
of reports on sadbotage successfully completed; there were truly heroic
episodes, like the career of Johnny Mead with the Maquis (see App. 23),
vhich soon became embellished legends., Whether flying from the United
Kingdom or in the Mediterranean theater, AAYF personnel were enthusiastio
about the part they were playing in defeating the Nasis. Their morale

was hiax.g

Rlanning Supply Miasions in the Meditarranaan Theatar
In the Mediterranean theater, planning procedures involved several

agencies as well as the squadrones which eventually flew the misgsions.
Altnough changes occurred from time to time, the procedures followed in
March 1944 na‘s; be taken as fairly typiqal.

The SOB/0SS agencies involved in special operations prepared monthly
statements of the estimated number of sorties required to deliver the
desired tomnage. These estimates were based on the load-carrying
capacity of Halifax aircraft, and were submitted by each agency to the
Special Operations Section, G-3 at AFHQ by the 10th of each month. This
section reviewed, screened, and consolidated the requests, then submitted
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to MAAT a statement of the net sorties required. This headquarters re-
ported back to G-3 the number of sorties that oould be flown with
available aircraft. If this estimate fell under the number originally
requested, G-3 of AVHQ suomitted the matter to the Special Operations
Committes, wnich included rcprnmtativo; of the ipocin agencies, MAAT,
the OCommander-in-Ohief Mediterranean, G-2 and G-3 of AFHQ, the American
State Department, and the British Foreign Office. This committee took
Political, tactical, strategic, and economic conditions under considera-
tion in preparing a final alloocation of sorties. On the dasis of this
allocation, MAAT iggued the necessary directives to the air units
1nvolnd.1°

This over-all allocstion was further broken down by lower echelons.
While aperating from Blida anﬁ Maison Blanche, special duty nqmd.ron;
received allocations from the Speclal Projects Operations Center (8POC),
a liaison oéction that determined priority of targets. The squadron
commanders, after consulting with meteorological officers, selected the
area for a nignt's operations. SPOC then set up priorities within
that area, with alternates to Provide a weather spread. When targets
were selected SPOC made radio contact with field agents, who prepared
reception partiu.n

The 334 Wing coordinated activities in Italy. Upon receiving the
MAAY d.ﬁective allocating sorties, targets, and tonnages, 334 Wing
Prepared flexidle daily target 1ists with stated priorities within each
list. An attempt was made to spread the work through the month, taking

into consideration long-range weather forecasts. Squadron or group
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commanders and operations officers attended a dally target meeting at
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0900 hours at 334 Wing headquarters and selected targof. for their squad-
rons from the list for the day. An operations schedule was then pre-
pared for the scheduled sorties, and hoadqn;nrtorc of the special agencies
alerted their field agonts.lz The number of tarzets selected for each
amiesion and the number of aircraft dispatched }ere deternined by weather
and avd.labiuty of planes. The number of C-A7's sent out on night
missions averaged about 35 from April through October 1944, Oceasionally
as fev as four or as many as 50 were airborne. The number of targets
likewvise varied widely, the average being about 15 for a C-47 migsion,
although on one occasion drops were made to 22 targets. Generally, not
more than one to three alrcraft d.roppod on the same target. The: relative
tactiocal importance of a target, the weight of stores required, and the
bours of darkness avatlable determined the number of planes that dropped

on any one target.ls

For a description of Planning procedures at 10;( echelons, the
60th Troop Carrier Group may be used as an example. A staff meeting
early in the morning d.:lscuqsod the night'e operations, and squadron opera-
tions officers assigned missions ‘to crews and aircraft. Throughout the
day the loading section, senior operations officer, and intelligence
officers maintained close liaison. Orews, alerted and briefed two or
three hours before take-off, arrived at the fina) briefing with target
indication sheets previously prepared by the group intelligence officer
and distributed by squadron S-2's. At the final briefing, the grouwp

intelligence officer eave a resume of the enemy situation, the location
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of friendly convoys, targots to be attacked by frj.ond.ly bombers, and
other special instructions. The group operations officer instructed
Pllots as to direction of take-off, special corridors and routes to be
followed on return to base, beacon characteristics in friendly territory,
alternate landing fields, and, of course, the time tick. The group
weather officer summariszed meteorological information and gave a fore-
cast for the operational perlod., The air liaison officer from the pack-
ing unit informed each pllot about his cargo, peréonnel. and methods of
dispatching, and recommended dropping heighte for various cargo
c:omponentc.]"'r

Slamning CARPETBAGORR Miseions

Plamming of CARPETRAGGER missions from the United Kingdon was some-
what less involved than the practice followed for SUpply operations in
the Mediterranean theater. Requests for nissions originated either with
field agents or at various “Country Sections® ip London headquarters of
OBS.' There was a section for each country involved. The Chief of
Special Operations, 0SS and hig counterpart in SOE determined rriority
of missions. Targets were Pinpointed by the Alr Operatione Section of
0SS and then forwarded to the Eighth Alr Force to determine their suita-
bility. Terrain of the target areas and strength of eneny defensces in
thelr vieinity were governing factors in tnis decision. The sir Cpera-
tions Section of 0SS was then notified of approved targets and in turn
informed the pProper Country Section and tho British Air Ministry, which

could cancel Proposed sorties that might interfere with other operations,




After targets were approved and supplies vere ready, an operational order
_was made ocut by the Alr Operations Section and Placed in a pool of
approved missions. The Country Seotion then motified 1ts field agents

of the code phrase that would designate the particular operation that

had been requested. 15

Daily at 1700 hours, the Air Operations Section forwarded the 1iet
of approved targets to the CARPETBAGGER &ouwp's 8.2 via scrambler
telephone. The S-2 them Plotted the pinpoints on an operational map
(scale 1:500,000) and 1natcated each with a colored tab. He also plotted
BOE targets for the same night. The next morning, at about 0900 hours,
the weather officer at Harrington reperted on meteorological conditions
to be expected in the target areas, and the €roup commander or his deputy
decided whether the Proposed sorties were pPracticable. The group commander
then selected the targets for the night's operations, and the S.2
telophoned the information to London, where changes might be suggested, 16
When the target 1list wvas agreed upon, the sppropriate Oountry Section
notified its fielad agents to stand dy and to listen for the "orack signal®
broadcast by the BBC. This signal was the Pre-arranged code phrase which
told the field agent how many planes to expect and when they would arrive
at specified ta.rgots.17
8quadron commanders were called into conference at about 1100 hours

and shown the map with its rinpointed targete. They selected targets

for their squadrons, with the group commander deciding any disagreements
that might arise. The &roup navigator distributed target 1lists to

ey S e
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squadron navigators, who in turn passed each crew's targets to the orevw
navigator. The latter then worked out his flight plui. Take-off schedules
- were prepared by the group navigator in hig capacity as an assistant S-3.
Briefing of crews by the S-2 of oach squadron took place at about 1500
hours, then a general final briefing was held at 1630 hours.}® (For

further detalls, see App. €.)

Loading Supply Droppers

Supplies carried to the Balkans consisted principally of £une, ammu.
aition, dynamite, food, clothing, medical supplies, and specialized equip-
ment; but gasoline, oil, Jeeps, mail, and even mules were included in the
cargo when landing opor?jions increased. The weight of stores carried by
& C-47 ranged from 3,000 to 4,500 1bs, pet, although the average seems
to have been less than 4,000 1bs. In addition, each 0-47 usvally carried
150 1bs of *"nickels" to de dropped over specified u-eu.]'g Stores at
Brindis! were kept in warehouses, collectively known as Paradise Camp,
vhere Partisans——generally evacuees who had come to Italy for medical
care--packed the supplies under Britigh supervision. A large stock of
"standard packs® of frequently demanded items was kept on bhand. This stock
normally held ab;nt 8,000 bomb-rack containers and 25,000 fuselage pack-
ages, vhich were stored in warehouses by categories. The largest stocks
were of food, clothing, arms, and ammunition; but wireless equipment,
medical supplies, gasoline, and lubricante were also Prepared in advance

of oalls from the field. Special requests were met by packing and storing

the supplies separately to await a sortie to the originating Partisan
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&roup. A special ares of Paradise Camp held high ;ZpIOIINI. bombs,
nines, and grenades. A post office Processed all personal and official
i) for men in the 1e12, 0

Each morning the Atr Loads Section at l'aruu‘: Camp received a state-
ment of the day's progf*/an of niuioﬁs. Using data provided by the
Oountry Sections at 088/802 headquarters at Bari, the Air Loads Section
Prepared a nxim load for each alrcraft destined for the specified
targets. A checker driving a truck then took the 1ist to the various
wvarehouses, where Partisans loaded the containers and Packages specified,
The checker stopped at the Post office for mall and at the parachute
shed, then drove to the airfleld with o coxplete load for one aircraft,
There the checker reported to the Loads Control Eut, where a warrant
officer commanded several teame of Partigan workers, picked W & loading
teanm, and wag directed to the Plane assigned for that particular cargo.
4 British checker in charge of the team inspected the load and supervised
the transfer of contailners and Packages from truck to Plane. Uhen mules
formed part of the cargo on a landing mssion, a tarpaulin was spread
on the floor and covered with planks. Stalls for four animals were made
with sturdy Poles, and the mules vere tied gecurely by lines running from
the pack saddle to strong.pointe in the cabdin and to cross cnpporta.m

WYhereas C-47'g vere loaded under Britigh supervision by Partisans,
the 885th Bof Squadron was supplied from an 08S dump located adjacent to

the dispersal area and operated by squadron personnel. Special devices

each, while the B.2¢ carried 15‘ containers in the bomd bay. In addition

* D
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Packages, containorc. and persommel could be carried in the waist. A
noraal groes cargo of 6,000 1bs. was considered a aooa load for a heavy
bonbcr. and each plane usually carried 250 to 300 lbs., of 1-«1«.. which
were thrown out of the waist windows. Bomd bay ocontainers were toggled
by the bombardier, and OATgo carried in the waist was pushed out through
the cargo hatech, 22

The loading process at Harrington resemdled the Practices at Brindisi
and in North Africa. Upon receipt of the day's target 14st, the 038
liaison officer with the Carpetbaggers arranged for oontainers and pack-
ages to be delivered to the airdrome from the station near Holme.
Packages, leaflets, and parachutes were stored in Nissen huts on the
*Farn® near the airdrome Perimeter; ocontainers of arms and zuni tions
snd other supplies were stored at the bomb dump. The g'oup‘ Armanment
Section loaded packages, leaflets, and "Joes" on the aircraft, while
containers were fitted with chutes and loaded by the Ordnance Section.

The 0SS liaison offigcer and hig assistants checked each aircraft to de

certain that the proper load was in Place. Leaflets were delivered to

the field under direction of the Psychological Warfare Division of Supreme
Headquarters, Allled Expeditionary Yorces (PWD SHAEF) from the OWI/PWE
warehouse at Cheddington. B8ix to 10 bundles, each containing 4,000
leaflets, were usually carried by each CARPETBAGGER B.24. These
"nicke]\.:" were dropped some 30 to 50 miles from the target for security
reasons, Personnel to be rarachuted, escorted by gs agents, were fitted
vith Jjumping equipment by the Armament Section. The dispatcher supervised

their jump, or drop, through the "Joe-hole, "X




AAFRH-21 , , 49

Difficulties Encountered En Route to Targets
The targets of C-47's on supply missions were generally within

' 300 miles of base, a distance well under the maximum action radius, An
extra time allowanos was thus provided in order to anticipate such direi-
culties as bad weather, inability to locate the drop zane (DZ) or landing
ground at once, delays occasioned by ground factors, and navigational errors,
Moreover, the course followed to a target generally was not a direct line,
sinoe flak concontratd.ona had to be avoided and changes in course aided
in confusing the enemy's radar. 'l'hn}oml limit of G-l;7 flights, how-
ever, brought within range all of Albania, nearly m of Greece, western
Bulgaria, and nearly all of Iugoalav:la except the area north of Zagreb.
On occasions when B-2,'s were not available for the more distant missions,
"C-47's flew to targets as much as 450 miles from base,* Flights varied
in time from four to more than eight hours, with the average well under
five hou.ra.25 Dang'e/x/- from enemy action over western Eurcpe prevented the
use of C-47's in that area until after the enemy had been pushed back
into eastern France. Bombers used in supply operations had a greater
range than C-47's, although many of the CARPETBAGGER targets were less
than 300 miles trom Harrington. The situation was considerably different
in North Africa and Italy, where supply bombers often flew to targets
lying 600 to 700 miles or more from their baaes.‘26 -
Navigation in the Mediterranean theater was somewhat more difficult
than over western Burope, since fewer navigational aids were available,
Sorties from North Africa required overwater flying for 400 to 500 miles,
then inland for 100 to 200 miles to the pinpoint. Nearly the entire
flight, including take—off, was made on mtmme\éca » and when the pinpoint
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was located the pilot might de guided in by Mrch.z’ Some areas, es-
Pecially Belgrade, held enemy radio stations which hoipod pilots to
"home" on their targets; but in almost all cases pilotage and dead-
reckoning were used to reach the Pinpoint after the planes crossed the
Balkan cout.zs

Routes to be followed by special duty aireraft were selected in an
effort to avold areas frequented by enemy night Tighters or which held
heavy antiaircraft defenses. This consideration applied particularly to
the unarmed and unarmored C-47's, which were protected only by darkness
and the pilot's abllity to take evasive action. Although some transports
returned to base badly riddled by flak and some were shot down, damage
from enemy antiairoraft fire and fighters was relatively udlt.as Never-
theless, the danger from night fighters and flak wvas always present on
night misslons. On the night of 8/9 August 1944, for example, 24 Lt.
Sam 0. Painter, 12t< ?roop Carrier Squadron, met a night fighter while
on his third approach to the DZ, He completed the mission, then turned
his C-47 directly into the eneny fighter to force the pilot to alter hig
course. The maneuver susceeded, and Painter escaped in the darkness.
Another pilet ran into heavy and accurate flak over a D2 supposedly held
by Partisans. REvasive action saved the Plane, which flew on to an al-
ternate Dz.ao Bombers on supply sorties were less vulnerable than 0-47'g,
but the rule to avoid combat governed thelr operations as well, If
rossidle, routes were laid out that would subject B-24's to nothing more
than light flak. Night flights seldom exceeded 7,000 fest in altitude,
and planes dropped to 2,000 feet when past danger areas. This low altitude
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alded in evading radar detection and made terrain identification possible
during moon period.o.zl .

Bad m;er was a more serious obstacle to operations than enemy
action. This factor stood high as a cause for incomplete and "scrubbed®
(canceled) sorties. Approximately 55 ;.:- cent of the unsuccessful troop
carrier sorties from Italy during the period 12 Fedruary tarough December
1944 falled becsuse of weather.>2 Eeavy bombders experienced a similar
difficulty. In December 1944 the 885th Bomb Squadron was forced to use
alternate fields in order to get through storm belts to reach targets in
northern Italy. Iven after flights through heavy fronts, pilots often

found their targets completely closed 1n.33

Weather at the base could
not, of course, be expected to prevail over the target. On. the night

of 29/30 January 1945, five 3-24'3 of the 856th Bomb Squgdron were
scheduled for Norway. A snow storm set in after two bombers had taken
off from Harrington and the mission was scrubbed; bdbut the airvorne planes
went on, made successful drops, and returned more than eight hours later
to find every field in England socked in, 34 In view of difficulties
imposed by weather, lack of navigational aids, and eneny action, the
success of crews in reaching their targets was noteworthy in all AAF

units engaged in delivering supplies to resistance groups.

Technignas of Spply Dropping
41l of the effort put forth to drop supplies to resistance groups
would fail in attaining the ultimate goal unless nearly perfect coordina-

tion existed between the aircraft and reception commi ttees. Drop zones
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mast de ready, idmtificatién signals must de exchanged, and dispatchers
must time tho drops so that packages and containers could be recovered.
There was the ever-present danger that supplies might fall into enemy
bands; even when this danger was at the minimum, a poorly exscuted drop
would destroy supplies or scatter them so widely that recovery was vir-
tually impossidle. Successful drops therefore depended upon the skill
of crews and the completeness of preparations by reception committees.
The reception committee played an important and often dangerous
role in supply operations. This was the group which prepared the drop
sone, lighted the signal fires or lald out the panels. maintaimed comtact
with the resistance leaders, and arranged for recovery and removal of the
supplies. In Yugoslaﬂ{. each DZ was staffed by an Allied 1iaison officer,
& small party of troops, and numerous Purtin.na.as In France, reception
commi ttees varied in gize according to the quantity of supplies expected
and the anticipated enemy opposition., The standard committee usually
had 25 men for each 15 containers, which was the normal load of one air-

craft.zs

The committee went to great pains to proteot the DZ from eneny
interference. It could not afford defense against air attack, but every
Poseidle measure was taken to keep the dropping ground's location secret
and to prevent its capture by enemy troops. The technique used dy the
Maquis waes more or lese typical of that developed by resicstance groups
elsevhere. Maquis g\h.?ds took up their positions around the DZ, roads
leading to the area were dlocked off, and a watch was kept for enemy
Patrols., These patrole generally had four or five Germans or French

militiamen, dut might be much larger. On those rather rare occasions

O g
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vhen a strong patrol surprised a committee at work, the two groups would -
‘fight 1t out, or the patrol would call up reinforcements. By the time
these could arrive, the Underground would have recovered the supplies

and disappeared. Detection of a drop sone would make 1t unusadble for a
time, but the patriots kept a constant watch and reported when enemy
vigilance had relaxed.3?

One of the principal factors in lup‘;ly operations was identification
of the DZ. Pilots were guided to the Pinpoint by Sugarphone contact and
by Rebecca/Bureka where this equipment was availadble, although there were
not enough Iurekas to meet the nood.ze The Maquis of Ain, for example,
had only thres sets in July 1944.27 Reception comuittees 1irhted eignal
fires for night misgsions and laid panels for daylight missions. The
fires, in prearranged patterns of crosses, trla.nglo-l. and letters, were
lighted when the ailrcraft's approach was detected. Generally the fires
vere burning before the plane reached the DZ and served as an inveluable
navigation ald, Many times, however, the DZ wae either surrounded by
the enemy or was in danger of being detected. On such occasions the
fires were not lighted until identification eignals had been exchanged.
The aircraft, whether the fires were lighted or not, circled over the
Pinpoint flashing the letter of the day. Upon receiving the proper
response by Aldis lamp or flashlight, the crew prepared for the drop.
This lid.entiﬁcat}on Procedure saved large quantities of supplies from
falling into German hands, since enemy troops, especially in the Balkans,

often discovered the drop sones Just before or after fires were lighted.




_,i_ .
AAYRH-2) - - b4

Then, even though the fires were burning, the aircraft would not drop
~ because the gromnd-to-air signal was not glven.

Drop sones were located wherever Possible in areas {ult susceptidle
to enemy discovery. 1In heavily populated reglons, -uch as Denmark and
the Netherlands, the DZ's were very difficult to conceal. In the moun-
tainous areas of Norway, southern France, northern Italy, and the Balkans,
detection was much less to be feared. The reception committee was
primarily concerned with security, not with accessidbility. Oonnqnantly.
terrain obstacles or difficulties of approach were minor considerations
in laying out a drop sone. In the Balkans, dropping grounds were nearly
always in rugged mountain country, where "&mgcr lurked in . , . dark
-‘-‘uncharted valleys. il The danger was primarily that of terra.in:a.nd poor
visidbility. Pilote had to fly at about 600 feet over the drop gone,
vhich often was three to five thousand feot below the surrounding peaks
and ridges. Accidente were few, but occasionally not even the most
skillful pilot could avoid disaster. On the night of 20/21 June 1944,
Capt. Robert H. Enyder, Operations Officer of the 28th Troop Carrier
Squadron, crashed when his C-47 stalled in a tight turm while attempting
to avold a cliff, The entire crew perished.

A plane arriving /over a target in the Balkans was allowed not more
than an hour for "stooging”: pimpointing the DZ, waiting for fires to
be 1ightead, exchanging 1dentification slgnals, and making the drop runms.
If a drop was not possible, the pilot went on to an alternate targot.‘w

During the drop runs, the pllot of a C-47 let down to 700 feet or lower
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and flew at about 110 li].u per hour. The crew chief, alded by the radio
operator and a Partisan dispatcher, unloaded the cafgo. Upon receiving
the pllot's signal to drop, he released containers in br;:u of two and
Pushed packages through the door until a bell signaled the end of the
Tun. Occasionally a container chute opened prematurely, requiring imme-
diate release of the container to prevent disaotor.“ Both free a.ml_ i
varachute drops were made, although few supplies other than clothing or
mail could be dropped free without serious damage. The ‘g-foot parachuteg
vere equipped with a fuse that released the rilet chute, which in tum
pulled out the main chute. Thig device proved to be unsatisfactory, so
SONTO designed a new one in December 1944. The izproved mechanigm had a
streamlined weight attached to the parachute release gear by a length of .
cord. When the welght strusk the ground, 1t tripped the release gear
" and pulled out the pilot chute.4C

A steady streanm of reports from the field provided a check oﬁ the
degree of success achieved by the supply droppers. These reports were
frank and unequivocal, praising good drops and complaining of bad ones.46
They also revealed some of the rouon’- for unsuccessful sorties: ocecupa-~
tion of the grounds by German patrols, betrayal to the Gestapo, bad
weather on the growmd, dropping far from the Pinpoint, failure of the
Undergromnd to call out the reception committee, and so on.” Most of
the reports told of successful dropa. but some revealed the chagrin of
reception committees whose work had been nullified by errors on the part
of the aircrews. On one occasion in France the plane was guided to the

rinpoint by Dureka, then went off and dropped 1ts load in the main street
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of a German-ocoupied vlnsgi.‘a Jortunately, such mistakes were com-
paratively rare, and only a small percentage of the ouppiin dropped
falled to reach the patriots. An almost infallivle method of delivery
was developed through landing operations in which the uncertainties of

dropping were eliminated.

landing Miasions and Landing Gronnda
There were two types of landing operations behind the enemy lines.

Tully clandestine missions were flown to small, secret strips which were
always in danger of being ev:rnm by the enemy. Missions of thls sort
went primarily to southern France, north;:n Italy,and Po:ud. More
frequently landing operations were carried out to Yugoslavia and other
Balkan countries where there were a number of semipermanent and vell-
organised strips under Partiean control for considerabdle periods of time.
Landing missions to the Balkane by the AAF began on the night of 2/3
April 1944, vhen two C-47's of the 60th Troop Carrler Group came down on
a rough strip near Tito's headquarters at Drvla/r This mission was made
possible by an increase in Partisan strength, which resulted in part from
supply drops. The stronger patriot forces were able to set up definite
lines of resistance., VWithin the areas so held, there were fairly flat
stretches of land that could be made into crude landing grounds.so
Three strips were available near Drvar at vari‘;nn times in Aprn.sl
by July there were 16, and by May 1945 some 36 strips had been used in
Yugoslavia alone.
The Balkan Alr Terminal Service (BATS) was organized by MAAF to

locate and to operate sultadle landing grounds in Yugoslavia after the
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Partisans had mrepared ‘tho first strips. This service came under the
Balkan Alr Force in June 1944, but by that time BATS had been operating
for several weeks., Kine BATS landing ground parties, also known as
British Alr Terminal Sections, were organized bdut only five became opera-
tlonal.sz Zach section was composed of an officer and five or six men,
Their equipment was light, to perﬁt the highest mobility: a Very pistol,
raraffin oil, a portable radio, Aidis lamps, 8-phones, a Bureka set, and

a Jeep and tuilor.“

The landing ground party aided in selecting and
Preparing strips, guided planes to the grounds, prepared cargo and per-
sonne]l for evacuation, and organized Pa;z-timn to unload and load 0-47'-.55
The success of BATS parties is indicated in part by the number of
successful landings carried out by special duty aircraft. JFrom April
1944 to qu 1945, the 5lst Troop Carrier Wing completed 846 landing
missions in Yugosiavia out of 1.058 attempts; and Russian, British, and
South African C-47's completed 618 missions out of 707 attempts (see
App. 15A). These parties operated md;r many difficulties and often had
to suspend activities to evade the enemy. No. 1 BATS party arrived at
Medeno Polje (see Map 4) on 15 May 1944. Its operations attracted ememy
attention, and 10 days later a German bomdbing attack forced the party
to abandon the landing ground. After falling to set up a strip at
Ticevo the group put one in operation at Preodac, which soon suffered
the fate of the Medeno Polje strip. On 9 June No. 1 BATS party was
evacuated from Ticevo, where it had finally succeeded in getting a land-

ing ground into operation, and 1t remained in Italy until 27 June. Omn
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10 July, shortly after resuming operations at Ticevo, the party was agmin
driven out by enemy action. This time the Germans Mod tanks on the
fielad. By 18 July, Ubdina strip was in operation; but the Germans per-
sisted and compelled the party to move again on 9 Auguat.ss Other parties
had similar experiences. No, 3 ms party went to Berane at the end of
May 1944, where Partisans were so efficiently organized that they were
able to lcad and unload an aircraft in 10 mimates. After a ghort period
of operation, Berane was closed by enemy action. Better luck awval ted

the party at Grabnovica, where it landed on 2/3 September, The party's
leader directed improvement of the strip and kept 1t in operation until
heavy rains set in. 57 No. 5 BATS party arrived at Gajevi from Bari on

19 July. Tour days later the Germans bombed the landing ground and on

26 July carried out two severe attack.c. Treachery must have piayed a
part in this strike, since the bombers followed the varty in its moves.
The Gajevi strip had to be given up early in August, dbut the same party
kept a strip open at Slina until rains closed it late in Octobor.58

No. 7 BATS party landed at Focin on 14 July, was attaciced by ground troops
six days later, and then bombed intermittently for a month. Tito's troops
were able to protect the field until heavy rains caused it to be abandoned

in Decenber. 59

These experiences were typical in BATS operations.

The best efforts of BATS parties could not remove the two greatest
hazards to aircraft using the fields at night. In ad\d'.i/tion to the
danger from enemy night-fighters, the terrain factor cauged constant
tension among aircrews. Most of the fields were so loscated that only

one approach was poseidle. Fallure on that one attempt meant a wrecked




AATEH-21 ._ S 59

plane and death or 1n,1m"y for its ocoupants. No night-flying facllities
existed, except for fires to mark the rude runways or an occasional
electric naro-path.co Nevertheless, night landings steadily increased

in number,




Chaptor v '
SUPPLY OPERATIONS TO VESTERN EUROPE AND POLAND

CARPETBAGGER operations from the United Kingdom fell into two periods.
Bod.nning in J’anna.ry 1944. the AAT delivered supplies to resistance groups
in h\nco. Dmmrk. llorva.y Bolglnn. and Eolland Most of the sorties
were flown to support patriots im northern Prance. The Maquis of Haute-
Savoie and other mountainous areas were supplied from the Mediterransan
theater until after the Normandy invasion; then large nmumbers of REighth
Alr Foroce bomders voi'o diverted from strategic missions to make a series
of mass drops. 3Bombers on shuttle missions that terminated at Russian
bases also dropped a small quantity of supplies to the defenders of
Warsa{but most of the missions to Poland were carried out by RAF and
Polish planes, The first period of CARPETBAGGER nissions ended in
September 1944, after which there was a 1ull of three months, followed
by small-scale activity until the last two months of the war in Europe.
This second period was characterized by an increase in the percentage of
sortles flown to Denmark and Norway, two countries which had received
only a small quantity of suppliee in comparison with those delivered to

France.
v

SARPETRAGGER Activitlen from Janmary %o Sepiember 1944
While the 36th and 406th Bomb Squadrons were completing their train-

ing, the RAF Bomber Command bore the entire burden of supply operations
from the United Kingdom. In December 1943 AAF participation in supply

§ 43 Hicdisg?
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missions was confined to training flights with British crews, and no
American planes dropped to Partisans during the month.l The OARPEFRAGGER
squadrons, with six B-24D's operational out of the 12 assigned.? £1ey
their first misslons to France from Tempsford on the night of 4/5 January
:I.OM.3 At the same time, the British had 35 aircraft regularly assigned
to spectial operations.® By 22 January, the 36th and 406th Boad Squadrons
had 18 B.24's on hand, of which 12 were c:pora,izi.mm.)..5

The first month's operations by the Carpetbaggers were largely in
the nature of trial runs. Headquarters and the two squadrons attempted
17 sorties, of which eight were completed. In Fedbruary, the effort
inoreased to 56 sorties which contributed 21 completions (see App. 7).
A comparison of AAY sorties with the RAT effort reveals that the Eighth
Air Force was playing a small role in supply operations duriné this
period. The RAF and the ALY together flew 234 successful sorties out
of 547 attempts from 1 December 1943 to 1 March 1944, and all but 29 of
the completed migsions were by the m6 since the Carpetbeggers did not
start until January 1944. In the next three months, Carpetbaggers in-
creased their effort and also improved the percentage of completions:
213 were successful out of 368 attomptu.v Nearly all of these missions
were flown to groups in France north of a line through Mets, Troyes, and
Orleans and west along the Loire P.ivor.e (8ee Map 2.) The BAT also flew
nost of its sorties to this area..g

The disparity between AAY and RAY accomplishments in special opera-
tions aroused concern in Washington. The Joint Chie 8 of Staff gent a

cable to General Risenhower in April 1944, reporting ti:at the British
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seened to be roooivlng-credit for all that was being dome in supplying
reslstance groups, and that the United States was ;usputod of bdeing
opposed to the arming of patriots. To correct this error, the JC8
directed General Iisenhower to equalize the effort between the AAT and
the BAT insofar as 1t was consistent with the requirements of military
operatiom.m Risenhower replied that SOE/S0 headquarters in London

vas responsible for arming resistance groups in SHAXP's area and con-
trolled delivery of supplies to France from both the United Kingdom and
the Mediterranean theater. The Carpetdaggers had 32 aircraft avallable
for S0E/SO0, while the RAY had 22 regularly assigned. BRAY sorties were
greater than those of the Carpetbaggers because, in accordance with an
agreenent between Churchill and General De Gaulle, the Britigh were mak-
ing another 65 planes availabdle monthly for supplying the French. The
Eighth Alr Yorce had Planned to increase the permanent assignment of
B-24 Carpetbaggers by 25. In the matter of supplies, General Eisennhower
reported that the S0E/SO gtockplle was Principally British, that many
British items already were in patriot hands, but that American resources
were being drawn upon yse heavily.n A later message explalned that to
the end of April, 0SS had secured less than 22 tons of supplies from

the United States and the Britigh had provided 1,282 tons. The Britigh,
of course, had received some of these supplies through lend-lease., 0SS
followed the practice of getting from the United States only those items
vhich were superior to Britiasn manufacture or which were in short supply.
" In addition to these supplies, S0E delivered up to 240 tons nonthly to

the 0SS packing station. However, 0SS was increasing its requests for
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AMMtion of the 788th and 850th Bomb Squadrons to. the GARPRTBAGGER
-801st Bomd Qroup in Moy pernitted a sharp increase in successful sorties
for the next three and one-half months. In July, when the Oarpetbaggers
Treached the peak of operations, the four squadroms dropped at least
4,680 oontainers, 2,909 packages, 1,378 bundles of leaflets, and 6;
'J,on." The total of 397 successful sorties was the highest achieved in
& single month during the 1ife of the projoct.ls (See Apps. 7 and 9.) To
achim these results, the Carpetbaggers flew missions on 28 nights to
set a nev record. Standard operating procedure was violated in that atr-
oeraft went out in non-moon periods and in unfavorabdle veather, 14

Demands for supplies in the area visited by the Oarpetbaggers de-
creased somewhat in August, vhilem the requirements of southern France
were met by special mass drops. Nevertheless, the 4924 Bomb Group flew
at least 337 successful sorties in August, again concentrating on I‘ra.nco.ls
Ocoupation of most of France and Belgium in September 1944 brought full-
scale Carpetbagger operations to an end with the sorties flown on the
night of 16/17 September.l® By that time the 4924 Growp had completed
268 -orties.r’

When CARPETBAGGER migsions came to an end temporarily, the 492a
Bomd Group then modified its Planes for ferrying gasoline to ¥rance, an
operation which was completed in October. Verbal ordorc. were received
on 20 Octover to prepare three squadrons for medium-altitude night-
bombing missions. The 856th Squadron, however, remained on CAEPETBAGGER

work and received the group's four C-47's for evacuation of aircrews
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from Annecy to the United Kingdom. Col. Hudson H. Uphan became commanding
-officer of the Carpetbaggers in November, dut his éontrol over the 85‘6/th
S8quadron was purely nominal. This wnit operated practically as an in-
dependent squadron under 088 direction. Seven crews of the squadron were
sent on detached service to the 406th 3onb Squadron at Cheddington for
leaflet dropping; four of these crews returned to Harrington in the

middle of December, and the others remained at Cheddington for about a
month mro.la

Although the 856th Squadron flew two sorties to the Netherlands from
10 November to 8 December, 1ts CARPETEAGGER missions were not resumed
to any extent uit il 31 December. Then one B-H dropped supplies and
personnel over Norway, and two flew to Denmark. By ] Marc.h.tthe 856th
Squadron had completed 41 sorties to these countries, the effort being
about equally divided between them. At the same time, PAF supply droppers
completed 402 sorties to Denmark and llor\aur.:l9 The 856th Bomd Squadron
returned to the control of the 4924 Bomb Group on 14 March, and there-
after all three squadrons were to de avallable for both special operations
and bombing.® fThe 869th Bomb Squadron, as stated in Chepter II. had
moved to Italy in December 1944.

CARPETBAGGER activities were interrupted again when persommnel of the
t66th and 858th Squadrons were sent to Dijon, France to drop agLen/t- into
Germany. This project continued from 19 March to 26 April, and resulted
in 54 successful wr‘t’.i.cn.21 The crews remaining at Harrington during
this period contimmed to concentrate their efforts on Norway and Demmrk.zz

Many of the missions to Norway were for the purpose of dropping small
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parties of Norweglan-speaking paratroopers on the Swedish bordor.z;

The Carpetbaggers were not alome in flying missions to Norway. In
- November 1944 the *"Norwegian Project" was instituted at the request of
the Norweglan Government-in-Exile to transport policp troops, supplies,
and a field hospital from northern Svo:l’;n to Kirkenes. The project was
organiged by the U, 8. military attachd to Sweden, Brig, Gen. Alfred 4.
Kessler, Jr., and was commanded by Col. .'B:nt Balchen. Ten C-47's and
crews from USSTAF were based at Kallax airfield near Lulea, Sweden and
began operations on 12 January 1945. Most of the Police outfit and the
field hospitel were transferred to Kirkenes by 18 January, but the C-47'g
remained in operation until 3 July. 3By that time they had flown 572
sorties and landed 1,418 men and more than 1,181 tons of supplies at
v.Bodo. Kautokeino, Kirkenes, and Banak., In addition, the C-47's
dropped 41.3 tons of supplies to patriot groups.a‘ These 047 migsions,
except for a few from fields in liberated France, were Practically the
only special operations from the United Xingdom in which unarmed and
unarmored AAT aircraft participated.

4 statlistical summary of the CARPETBAGGER rroject cannot reveal its
intensely dramatic character, for much of that drama came from encounters
with night fighters, from Planes shot down by concealed antialrcraft
batteries, and from the exploite of crews in escaping capture or in
fighting alongside the Maquis. Far greater interest centers upon the
reception committees walting tensely for the sound of a B-24's motors;
upon German patrols attempting to bdreak up the Underground organization;

and upon the acts of sabotage made poesible by airborne supplies. The
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Carpetbaggers alone are oredited with having delivered 20,495 containers
and 11.17;/ Packages of supplies to the patriots ofkutorn and north-
wvestern Mpo. More than 1.00'.0/ ®Joes® parachuted from the B-24's into
eneny territory. To accomplish these results, the Carpetdaggers
coxpleted 1,860 sorties out of 2,857 attexpts. From January 1944 to

the end of April 1945, 25 3—:': were lost--an average of one to every
74.4 successful sorties--and elght were so badly damaged by enemy action
that they were no longer fit for combat and were written off, Personnel
losses totaled 208 ‘:iuing and killed and one slightly wounded. (See
App. 9.) Nany of those 1isted as missing were helped by the Underground

and later returned to Harrington after escaping from eneny territory.

Horth &frican Swpply of the Maguis in Southern France

Resistance groups in southern France received their supplies from
bases in North Africa and the United Kingdom. Until June 1‘9—:;. RAY and
ALY bombere based near Algiers supplied southern France, while the
Carpetbaggers at Harrington and RAY bombers at Tempsford supplied the
northern area. Apart from any question arising from theater boundaries,
several reasons may be advanced for supplylng southern France from North
Africa. Distance was one of the principal factore, since Marseille ig
more than 700 miles from Harrington but less than 500 mlles from Alglers.
To reach an area equidistant from Harrington and Alglers, aircraft from
the United Kingdom would be compelled to fly over numerous antialrcraft
defenses; bdbut alreraft from Algiers could serve the same ares with much

lese oxposure to enemy actlon. Other factors to be considered were
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the congestion or air traffic from the United Kingdom over occupied
Burope, the avalladility of suitable airdromes in hgla;nd the desir
ability of dicperling Supply dumps, and the advantages to be &2ined
from variations in weather. Among these factors, that of distance was
Prodably the most important, since Rlighth Alr Force strategic bombers
carried out mass drops to south central France and to the Vosges from
June to September 1944,

Operations to -ouxheﬁ France were on a very limited scale unti)]
after the fall of Corsica in September 1943, Then the Britigh left a
small detachment of 624 Squadron at Blida near Alglers to institute
regular missions to that area.35 By tris time SOE/ 0SS agents were
operating among the Maquis and sending in requests for supply d.rops.
The small Britieh detachment at Blida falled to achieve much success in
moeting these requests because weather conditions were unfavorabdle.
During the period from 1 October to 31 December 1943, there were only
seven successful sorties from Blida to southern France, 26 In order to
take advantage of Maquis Potentialities, the Allied leaders decided to
increase tne delivery of supplies. In February 1944, 624 Squadron con-
centrated its entire strength at Blida, and steps were begun to
activate the 1224 3omb Squadron2? in order that the g4F might heve a
bart in the work, By May 1944 tnie newly formed squadron was in full
operation and RAF-AaAF activities were being coordinated by the Special
Projects Operations Center (SPoc) 28

The 1224 Bombd Squadron fully 1ived up to General Eaker'sg expecta-

tlons. During May the squadron put up 72 sorties, of which 4§ succeeded.
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Weather and poor navigation caused some failures, but inabdility to contact
Teception committees was the Principal reason for incomplete missiong, 29
Navigational errors were reduced by Providing reception committees with
more Burekas; lack of reception was remedied by dolignating *dumping
grounds” as alternate targets. In areas selected for duzping there
were few Jermans, and the Maquls could recover the supplies when field
agents were informed by radio of the pinpoints where the supplies had
been dumped. Thig Practice ended in August when German withdrawal &ave
the Maquis greater freedom of movement, 30 The 885th (former1y 1222)
and No. 624 Squadrons at Blida were aided in July by Yo, 36 Wellington
Squadron, whigh was relieved from its antisubmarine patrol. With thig
increase in strength the number of successful missions roge perceptibly
at a critical time for Allied operations in Eiance.sl

Since missions to the Maquis differed 1little except in details, one
experience of the 885th Bomd Squadron may be taken as typlcal. On the
night of 12/13 Augusi, less than three days before the Seventh Army

invasion, the squadron was asslgned the task of delivering last-minute

alert the patriots of the lower Rhone Valley and along the coast. Eleven
aircraft took off from Blida in a moonless night, flew individually to
their assigned Plnpoints, and dropped 67,000 lbs, of amnunition and
supplies, 18 *Joes," and 225,000 leaflets. The squadron received the
Presidential Unit Citation for this achievement, 32

As was true with the Carpetbaggers from Enzland, Allied successes
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in France reduced the number of sorties from Africa to the Maquis after
the middle of September. The 885th ‘B/omb Squadron, in its operations
from 5 June to 13 September 1944, completed 484 sorties out of 607
attempts, dropped 195/:Joes,” and delivered 2,514,800 1bs. of arms

and ammmition, 33 Subgsequent missions from Italy raised these totals
considerably. The combined RAF-AAFT effort resulted in a total of 1,129
successful sorties from 1,714 attempts, which dropped 573/"Joee" and

a gross welght of 1,978 tons.34 In all of these operations from North
Africa in 1944, the RAF suffered eight aircraft lost while the 885th
Bomb Squadron lost one 3-24.35 L////

Definite r;sults of supply drope to southern France are difficult
to 1list categorically. Some 1ndiqation of Haquis importance is:re-
vealed by two facts: when the Allies were breaking out of the Cherbourg
neninsula, Maquis in the Vercors engaged the full attention of the 9th
Panzer Divielon; and the 11th Panzer Division was neld south of Limoges
because the main raillroads around Toulouse, Cahore, Brive, and Limoges

were blown and all of the main highways had been mined. 36 In other

areas, French patriots created widespread confusion among enemy units.

Masa Drops 27 the 34 Alr Divleion to Southern France

The Righth Air Force greatly increased the quantities of supplies
delivered to the Maquis by flying more than 750 successful sorties 4in
the period from 25 June to 9 September 1944. These critical weeks in

the invasion of France found the Maquis fighting with ever-increasing
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strength to divert eneny attention and committing humerous actg of
sabotage to hinder German troop Tovements toward the batt)e areas, In
the fight for St. 13, which ended op 18 July, French Forces of the
Interior (FFI) Prevented large numbers of German troops from relnforcing
hard-pregged units; in the Seventh Army's drive northward toward Iyon,
the IFI protected ite right flank, Supplies delivered by special duty
elrcraft from North Africa and the United Kingdon were insufficient to

support such activities; but by diverting B.17'g from strateglic bombing,

quired by the Maquig, L

Shortly after the Normandy invasion, Special Force Headquarterg
(SFEQ) on 13 June adviged SHAXF that the Maquis lé.cked. only supplies to
enadble them to Play an important role in the bdattle for France,37 The
Underground already controlled four departments, and fighting was in
Drogress in several othera.38 A conservative estinate placed fhe number
of armed Maquig at 16,000 and the number awalting arms at 31,800.
Potentia) recrults would raise the total to more than 100,000, 39 By
extending the range of their missions to Chateauroux and the Cantal area
southeast of Limoges, the Carpetdaggers comld maintain about 13,500
Maquig in loﬁth central France: but by diverting B-17'g to the extent
of 340 sorties monthly, an additional 34,000 could be maintained in that
érea. SFHQ pointed out that before 13 June the FFI had made cutg on
bractically svery important railway in gouthern France and had bl ocked

many highways. Virtual control of all southern France seemed Possidle;
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even partial control would threaten all enemy communications in the area,
endanger the Franco-Italian b;rdei, pose a Bordeaux beachhead, divert
) German effort from Normandy, and provide an "airhead” on the Continent
for the reception of airborne troqpu.‘o

These arguments convinced SHAEF that the effort should be made. On
16 Jun:Tfthe Elghth Alr Yorce designated 75 B-17's for sWply work, dut
three days later General Doolittle was ready to provide a minimum of
180 B-17's. The 34 Air Division, which accepted the task, assigned five
wings of 36 aircraft each to the first operation. Crews received hasty
training in CARPETBAGGER methods, while SFHQ transported loaded containers
to airdromes, made arrangements with the Maquis, and selected the targets
most in need of supplies., ZEach of the five wings could arm 1,000 to
1,200 men with rifles, machine guns, rocket launchers, ammunition,
grenades, and side arms.41

— .

Five target areas were selected for Operation ZEBRA, the first mass
drop by B-17's to the Maquis. In the Cantal area west of the Rhone,
heavy fighting had been going on since 3 June. Supvlies were exhausted,
and unite from North Africa could not replenisn them quickly. Southeast
of Limoges (Target 1, Map 3), an uprising by the Maquis had stopped rail
traffic on D-day, dbut subeequept fighting had exhausted patriot suprlies.
In the Vercors (Target 4, Map 3) the entire populafion wags in revolt.
Southeast of Dijon (Target 2, Map 3), the Maquis were unusually active
in dlsrupting traffic. The mountainous Ain area (Target 3, Man 3) west

of Geneva wae practicaily liberated by 14 June, but a German drive forced

the Maquis back into more inaccessidle ground; the department of Haute-
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Savole south of Geneva was almost entirely under FFI control by 18 June.

Fighting in these five regions had reduced Maquis luppiios to a danger-
ously low leve1.42
(v d

Originally scheduled for 22 June, Operation ZEBRA was postponed
th;ﬁo days by unfavorable weather. Then, with fighter escort provided
by the VILI Fighter Command, 180 B-17's took off at about 0400 on 25
June in clear weather. One plane was lost to flak, another was ghot
down by an enemy fighter, and two others failed to complete the mission.
However, all but three of the B-17's made successful drops and delivered
2,077 containers to ﬁz&r’targete (Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, Map 3).45

Operation CADILLAC, the second mass drop by B-17's of the 34 Alr

Uivision, took place on 14 July. At this time, with the battle for St.
Lo approaching its climax, the Maquis could give valuable assistance by
continuing to disrupt enemy troop movements and by engaging the maximum
nunber of German forces. Fighting was heavy in the Vercors, where the
Nazis were making a strong effort to eliminate the threat to their commu~
nications northward in the.Rhone and Sabne valleys, southwest of ChZ8lon-
sur-Sa%ne, and in the area south of Limoges. Operation CADfiLAG was
planned to deliver supplies to seven points in these three regions.

Fine wings of 36 B-17's each were assigned to CADILLAC, and each wing

propared six spares to ensure a maximum drop.44 The B-17's took off
at about 0400 from nine airdromes, picked up a fighter escort of 534
P-51's and P=47's, and flew to thelr targets. The only enemy opposi

was that offered by some 15 Me~109's which attacked southwest of Par

Together the bombers and fighters



two Provables, and three damagod.46 Two of the B-17's landed on the

Normandy beachhead, ang only one other suffered major damage.47 Seventy-

(Target 4, Map 3), and one wing drorped 429 containers southwest of
Chﬁlon-eur—Saﬁne (Target 5, Map 3). The Temaining 214 3.3714 dropped
2,491 contalners on five targete (Nos. l, 6, 7, 8, ang 9, Map 3) in the
Limoges-5rive ares. 48 Practically a1l of these 3,780 containerg,
repre-eﬁting nearly 500 tons of Supplies, were Tecovered by reception
committees, Thie outstanding achievement brought commendations frop
General Bl eenhowet ang from Genera) Spaatz.49

4 third mags drop, Cperation BUICK, occurred on 1 August 1944, The
38 Alr Divigion assigned five wings of 39 B-17's each to drop on four

targets. One wving went to the CM&] on-sur-SeBne area (Target 5, Map 3),

using munitiong delivered on 14 July; another wirg dropped 451 containers
west of Geneva (®arget 3, Map 3). 1In Savoie in the Alpe, 5,000 Maquisg
had fought ap elght-day battle with an equal number of the enemy in
January 1944 The Patriots were forced to dissolve their organi zatiopn
because their suppllies were exhausted; but they Teorganized in May ang
had 5,500 waiting for armg, To thig group, 39 B.17!'¢ dropped 463
containers (Target 10, Map 3), and 75 B-17's delivered 899 containers to
Haute-Savoie (Target 11, Map 3). 1In al1, 192 B-17's made succeseful
sorties to drop 2,281 containers at a cogt of six planes slightly
damaged, 50 Imnortant though they wera, these mage drops represented

only part of the effort directed to southern France. Sorties by the
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RAT from England and by the squadrons based in North Africa resulted in
the delivery of 4,323 tons of arms and amunition to the FFI from 6 June
to 1 August 1944 51

One other Eighth Adir Yorce operation which supplemented the regular
8upply dropping is worthy of note. This took Place on 9 September to o
drop zone 25 miles south of Besangon (Target 12, Map 3). By this time 2
fhe FFI controlled a score of departmente and were growing stronger.
The rapidly moving Seventh Army had overrun many of the regular drop
zZones; but the Besancon area, on the route to Belfort and Colmar, was
not yet cleared of the Germans. To thig drop zone, six groups of 12
B.17's each dropped 810 containers.52

The claim has been made that thesge large-scale daylight operations
by the Pighth Air Force proved that such misslons were "not only possidle
but were more economlcal ané practical than night-time operatione con-
ducted for the same purpose."‘,j8 This contention implies a sweeping
indictment of night missions flown by the Carpetbaggers and by other air-
craft regularly exployed on special operations, an indictment that fails
to consider several important factors. 4 principal objective of SOE/ 0SS
operations was that of keeping small resistance groups active over a
wide area. Thesge groups would form the nuclei of large forces when the
time came for a general uprieing in support of an Allied invesior, The
PAF and AAF from the United Kingdom and Yorth Africa were able to deliver
sufficient supplies and agents to achieve thig objective before the
Yormandy invasion. Then, when mass drops were necessary to support the

general uprising, the B eghth Alr Yorce was called in, and by then the
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diversion from -trntegic'bonbing was not serious. The Success of mapsg
drops, therefore, actually emphasizes the fact that small-soale night

missions over many months had kept the resisgtance movement alive in

L

Smply Miselons fo Polapa

Supply of the Underground in Poland was carried out Principally by

France.

RAF and Polish alrcraft from the United Kingdom, North Africa, and Italy,
Deliveries from the Mediterranean theater began on a very small scale
in January 1944, apparently by No. 1586 Polish Flight, which hed arrived
at Blida in November 1943, The effort gradually increased with RA® a1q
until in May 1944, 76 successful sortids out of 122 attempts dropped 82,5
“toms of eqpplies.54 |

During this reriod the RAT was also flying Supply missions to
Poland from the United Kingdom, In Yebruary 1944, the Britieh proposed
to make 62 afrcraft avallable to help the Poligh Partisane ana askted
that the United States match thie assignment;: but General Spaaty wasg
opposed to the diversion of any more planes fror strategic bombing.55

The situation chengad consideradbly in Avgust 1944 when Ruseian
armies reached fhe vieinity of Warsaw. Again the Poles requested an
increase in atd when the Underground in Warsaw rose ip open warfare
against the Germans, General Eaker, after studying the possibiiity of
daylight drops by the Fifteenth Air Force, concluded that the danger was
too great. XNo fighter cover could be provided for the target areas,

which were 770 miles from ™ fteenth Alr Force bases and beyond the range




of heavy bombers unless equipped iith bomb~bay tanks, All he could
promise was to use the niéht efforts of special operations to the maxi-
_mam, % General Spaatz suggested that a supply drop might be comb;;od
with the next shuttle mission from the United Kingdom to Russia, but
the principal effort in August seems to have come from MAAF, All availe
able aircraft were assigned to the work, Two squadrons of the 205 Bomb
Group (RAF) and 148 Squadron (RAF) aupplemeﬁted the activity of 1586
Polish Flight, These units succeeded in completing 84 of 170 attempted
sortiec; but deliyery of 100 net British tons (2,200 1bs,) resulted in
the loss of 30 aircraft.58 In September the entire 205 Group participated
in supplying Warsaw, but the effort was amall, Less than 23 tons wers
delivered by 19 successful sorties in 47 attempts, Of the 10 aircraft
lost, 8 were by 1586 Polish Flight, >

" The Eighth Air Force made one mass drop to Varsaw, On 18 September
three groups of 110 B-17's were dispatched, of which 107 dropped 1,284
containers, with the loss of two planes, The B-17's, protected by one
of the three groups of escorting P-51's, continued on to Ruasian bases
and then returned to the United Kingdom via Italy, %0 This drop was
reported as having achieved a high degree of success, o but the
Russians claimed that at least 50 per cent of all supplies dropped

by the RAF and AAF fell into German hands, °2 The mission of 18 September
had afforded some relief, and the Russians had delivered a few tons of

~ supplies, mostly food, from 13 to 18 September; but General Spaatz
reported that further drops were urgantly needed, *3 General Arnold did

not favor a continuation of the Polish missions because they detracted

from our offensive effort and subjected the AAF to possible heavy losses,
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Any further assistance, he believed, should be dependent upon the date

of relief of Whrlaw.64 At the end of September General Marshall believea
that at least one more mission should be made to relieve the desperate
sltuation in Hhrsaw.ss but 1t was too late for a trickle of supplies to
be of much assistance to the eity.

Small deliveries of supplies continued to Teach the Poligh Under-
ground from Italy. The Polish Flight completed three sorties in
attempts during October, and 34 Squadron (SAAF) 1ot two Libverators in
completing one sortie in six attompto.ss Only 301 Polish Squadron
(former1y 1586 Polish Fight) flew to Poland in November., 1In conpleting
four of 15 sorties, the squadron dropped lees than six net British tons.s7
After December 1944, when nine of 25 sorties were,complete@.sa the allot-
ment of supplies to Poland ended.
although the magsg drop of 18 September was a spectacular demonstration,
its effects prodadly were largely nullified by conditions which made
further attempts 1nadvisadble. While & proper assessuent of political
factors lieg beyond the range of this study, there i8 no doudt of their

dneny nnnnLQE;;:anxna

The quantity of war materialsg reaching the patriots aroused

significance.

conglderable anxiety among the Nazig and caused them to adopt every
poesidle means of suppression, The Gestapo tried, often with success,

to ferret out the Underground leaders, to introduce 1te owm agents anong
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the Partisans, and to make reprisals againet civilians in areas where
sabotage had been especially prevalent.sg

To prevent supply droppers from reaching their destinations, the
enemy had to depend upon his antiairoraft defenses and night fighters.
The latter were not efpecially effective against the Carpetbaggers, which
still were capadle of self-protection even though much of their armament
had been removed, One of the few B-24'g lost to night fighters occurred
over England on the night of 27/28 June 1944 when the crew wae on a train-
ing mission.”® Night fighters are also credited with having shot down
a B-34 over Norway on 7 April 1945.71 Antiaircraft defenses were more
to be feared, although routes to and from targets were selected so as
to avold concentrationg of flak whenever ﬁossible. Sometimes the Germans
‘Wwere adble to spring surprises. For example, news of a anccessful drop
to a Belgian target on the night of 28/29 May 1944 caused the Germans to
occupy the DZ and adjacent areas. They moved mobile flak units into the
Teglon, alerted night fightere, and then waited Belglan patriots were
unable to warn London in time to cancel a aecond mission scheduled to
that area for the night of 29/30 May. a4 B-24 of the 858th Bomd Squadron
took off from Harrington at 2300 hours; at 0100 the Prillot was circling
over the target looking for identification slgnals. "Then , . . a1l
hell broke loose from a flak bdattery . . .« The alrcraft was hit, and
as it veered away from the area it was attacked by a walting JU-88,
which raked 1t with 20mxm cannon fire. The stricken airplane became
enveloped in flames." The crew and a check-out navigator parachuted

safely, then spent several weeks in attempting to evade capture.72
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A few days after thig ihcident. on the night of 4/5 July, the 857th
Bomd Squadron lost a Plane to flak over Franco.73 Among the 25
.GAHPETBAGGER B.24's lost and eight seriously damaged, one collided with
a Halifax over the Dz,74 another struck a tree when coming in too low.75
and nearly all of the others were victims of flak,

Far greater success met the German effort to capture supplies.
Broadcasting on the Vichy radio, Philippe Henriot, Minister of Informa-
tion and Propaganda, asserted that on the night of 4 February 1944, 14
Doxes of arms and explosives had been dropped in the Dordogne Department;
on 9 February, a wireless set had arrived; on 11 Fedruary, 18 boxes con-
taining 85 submachine guas, 3,400 rounds of ammunition, 25 pistols, and
quantities of explosives were parachuted at Lacelle; on 11 February,
also, 124 sudbmachine guns with ammumition, 570 grenades, 2,000 packets
of dynamite, 20 Colts, and 32 Mausers had been dropped in Var Depart-
ment; on 13 Februsry, 41 containers were cavtured in Allier Department,
and the next night more than 300 submachine 8uns and ammunition fell in
the same area.76 These supplies had been captured. Similar broadcasts
could have been made with monotonous regularity, since about 40 per cent
of the supplies dropped to French ratriots during the earlier periods
of operatione may have fallen into Nazi hands, Sometimes the reception
comnl ttees were seized with the goods in their DPossession, at times the
eneny captured DZ's vefore the parachutes had completed thelr .descent,
and the Germans made g practice of searching known drop zones. '’ It 1s
possible that the actual loss was lese than 40 per cent, since late in

1944 1t was estimated that 60 per cent of the supplies were recovered
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by the FFI, 20 per cent bi the Germans, and the balance by persons

~ hostile to‘the Nazis but not members of the Undergrouhd.78 In the
Netherlands and Demmark, possibly more than one-half of the supplies

were cqptured.79 although a member of the Danien Underground asserted

in August 1944 that about one-third of the total was an accurate estinmante
of losses by capturo.ao A German officer, Gen. Walter Warlimont, asserted
that the Nazis achieved conciderable success in capturing supplies by

listening to broadcasts and thus determining when supply droppers were

due.sl

Persistent efforts to track down leaders of the resistance and Allied
agents, to capfure supplies, and to crush the Maquis did not prevent
French patriots from rendering valuable assistance in the libverztion of
thelr country. Cantured German generals admitted that sabotage caused
heavy damage in Belgiun and northern France, in the Rhone Valley, and
in the Gantal.82 After the Normandy invasion, military activities of
the F¥I were an important factor in creating confusion among the retreat-
ing Nazis.s3 German counterueasures were inadequate to cope wlth

activities made possible by airborne supplies,
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Chapter Vv .
SUPPLY OPERATIONS TO THE BALKANS AND ITALY

In all of ocecupied turope, the Balkans held -the gregfﬁut posslinili.
tles for special operations to succeed. Terrain, the will to resist,
strong resistance movements, Allied alr supremacy, and Germany's
inability to garrison the reglon adequately combined to make the Balkansg
& fertile area for Partisan activities. Far more sorties vere flown to
Yﬁgoslavia than to any other country in Europe, and far greater quan-
titles of material were delivered. After the Nazi conquest of Greece,
Partisan forces were the only ground troops in the Balkans that could
carry on persistept operations againgt the eneny. In Yugoslavia, and
to a lesser degree in Albania and Greece, the Partisans were, in effect,
Allied forces. The rolicy governing the delivery of supplies to these
groups was complicated by prolitical quarrels and even civil war, but
there was not the added complication, as in France, of koqping fosistance
alive until 1t could make 8 ooncerted effort in conjunction with an ian-
vasion. The problem was one of supporting constant and increasingly
effective military operations in an area not destined for large-scale
Allied invasion. Supply missione to the Balkans provided quartermaster
and ordnance services for the Partisan grouns, while their offensive air

arm consisted of Allied unite based in Italy.

Alllnd.ALd.inz.Inznﬁlnx.ﬁaxllxnna to ihe Ind of 1943

Tugoslavia had conglderabdle strategic and economic importance in the

Axis plans. It rallways provided lines of communication to the
e ‘!_w.:' 8.,
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Mediterranean, ite airfields could‘ba-e Luftwaffe units to protect the
southern flank from attack, 1ts minerals vor; needed by German indus-
- tries, and its People might provide satellite troops for earrison duty,
The Partisane were able to nullify these advantages to a considerable
degree. Their resistance forced the Germans to glvo>up any idea of
ocoupying the entire country, their attacks on rallways and highways
required a large number of garrison troops for protection, and their
centere of resistance made them the objective of several offensivou.l
These achievements harmonized well with Allieh Plans. Partisan efforts
to contain and destroy enemy troops aided in rreventing a flow of rein-
forcements into France or Italy and required the Germans to keep 17 or
more divisions in the Balkane.2 The active resistance movement in
Yugoslavia and Albania likewise aided in protecting the Adriatic flank
of Allied armies in Italy.

Marshal Tito, cnief of the Partisane, obtained his supplies from
various sources to the end o 1943. A consideradle quantity of arms
remained in private possesslon when the Yugoslav Army disintegrated in

194]1; some supplies were cantured from Axis troope and from the Cetniks;

and large quantities fell into Partisan hands when the Italiams capitulated

in September 1943.8 The British, flying from African bases, drought a
trickle of airborne supplies to Greece, Albania, and Yugoslavia, but
thelr deliveries were far too small to meet the demand.4 In Novemoer
1943, SOE/OSS sent in some 3,000 tons of supplies by surface craft to
the Dalmatian coastS and Planned to increase that form of atd.® The

supply situation became serious in December when the Germans launched

S
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another of their offensives to r?gain control of Bosnlie and the naimgtian
coast. Fighting was inconclusive in Soenis, and Partisans were success-
ful in the afoa south of Zagreb; but the Germane captured Livro, some
40 miles northeast of Split, and took the Peljesac peninsule and the
islands of Koreula and ML jet. The offensive continued in central Bosnie,
and the Partisans gave up Jajce, whick they had held since August 1943.7
The Desert Air Force (DAF) and the Nediterranean Allled Coastal Alr
Force (MACAF) sent fighters, fighter-bombers, and medium bombers to
attack enemy troop concentrationes and other targets.e but Tito's Partisang
ﬁeeded etiil greater assistance. Thelr stocks of suppllies were being
exhausted by prolonged operations at the close of 1943, and DAF sorties
were lneufficient to answer the calls for help, The 334 Wing was spread-
ing 1te efforts over morth Itaiy, Greece, Albenia, and fugoslavia.g
although in the period from 1 Decezber 1943 to 1 March 1944 the RAY
completed 306 of £33 sortiee from 2ripdisi to Yugoslavia to drop 524
tone of eupplies.lo The need for greater deliveries was met by essign-

ing AAF C-47's to speclal overations.

&AL Supply Mleslona Lo Yugoslavie and Albania
Supply missions by the AAF from Italy may be divided conveniently
into three periods. The firet extended fror 12 February to the end of
March 1944, when two equadrons of the 624 Troop Carrier Group, Twelftk
4Alr Force operated with the 334 Wing at 3rindisi; the second period,
from April to about 10 October 1944, found the 60tk Troop Carrier Group

in action; the final verind, extending to the end of the war, was one
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in which the 624 Troop Carrier Group and the 2641st Special Group carried

AAFRH-21

the burden for the AAF,

m.imm farrier Growp Qperations., Februarvy-March 1944, Assign-
ment of C-47's to supply operations helped to solve a critical situation,
The Partisan army in Yugoslavia, wnich numbered about 200,000 in
September 1943, had been growing rapidly. To combat theee resistance
forces, the Germans in larch 1944 had 14 Reichewehr divielons and about
an equal number of Bulgar Xﬁd collaborationist troops,f}%rigadier Maclean
was enthusiastic about Fartisan prospects and predicted that the Germans
were not likely to renew large-ccale a‘tempts to liquidate Tito.ll This
prospect did not lessen the pressure for suppliee, since the Partisane
were engaging in extensive sabotege and their attacks could not continue
unless fresh storec were received.l® General Wilson was deter&ined that
every effort weuld be made to get the largest poseible volume of supplies
into Yugoslavia,l3 but the number of speclal duty alrcraft avellable in
the !ledi terranesn theater could not be expected to snswer all calls.
Femrdlese of nationality, the special duty squadrons were asked to meet
& variety of demands: supply drops to resictance groups, escapel nrisoners
of war, and evaders; nickelings missions to &1l of the Balkars; infiltra-

tion of SOE/OSS agente; and, eventually, evacuation of large numbers of

Partisans.14

The 7th and Slret Troop Zarrier Squadrone arrived at Prindisi from
Sieily on 12 February 1944, but unfavorable weather conditiong held
then to 11 sorties, of which seven were successful, during February,

Thelr missione were scheduled to Yugoslavia, Greece, Italy, and Albania
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Primarily, although a few sorties went to drop zones 40 to 45 mileg
west of Sofia, Bulgaria, Most of the targete ir Yugoslavia were in
the vieinity of Belgrade, Ticevo, Medeno Polje, Viasenica, Pibnica, and
Jajce; in Albania, the Xiber, Tirana, and Shepr areas received drops.15
(See Map 4,) As many as 20 C-47's were scheduled to fly on some nights;
but the average was much lower, and an effort wag made to prevent more
than four planes from dropping at the same target (See App. 10). During
this tour at Brindisi, the two squadrong successfully corpleted 82
sortles., The 5lst Squadron failled to complete 52 sorties, and the 7th
falled on 51 attempts.16 The 51st Squadron completed 20 of 55 migsions
to Tugoslavia and Albania, while the 7th Squadron completed 23 of 57
sorties to the same countries.l’ Thus, of the 82 successful sorties
flown by the two ;quadrons during the period, 43 wert to Yugoslavia and
Albanie, while 112 of 186 sortles flown were scheduled for those areas.l®
A gross welght of 374,900 1bs, of supplies, leaflets, ang Persocnnel wag
dropped to all targets.lg

Weather wag the greatest obectacle faced by the trooﬁ/g9rriers in
their first tour at Srindisi. The 7th Squadron had 97 of 229 gcheduled
sorties scrubbed before take-off, and bad weather cauged 30 of the
equacdron's 51 failureg,zo The S1st Squadron attriduted 32 of ity failures
to weather, Lack of reception caused 25 fallures for the two squadrong,
and lncorrect signals accounted for 16 and mechanical troudble for three
incomplete sorties, Pllote madé every attempt to deliver tkeir loads,
even at the rigk of inviting enemy action. On the night of 1/2 farch,
for example, two £-47's of the 7th Iroop Carrier Squadron took off far

target SLENDER I, a T2 geven mi The first
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pilot to'arrive.located the pinpoint, flashed the signal, but received
an incorrect reply. He 'ltoéz;d“ for nearly 90 miﬁutes walting for a
correct signal, then returned to base with the load. The other pilot
located signal fires some distance away from the pinpoint, dut during
his runs on the target the reception cormittee moved the fires to a new
location. These two evperiences were eloquent testimony of German .
vigilence in the area and indicated Partisen audacity in defying enemy

22
patrols.

£oth TI.M.D. Sarrler Group Qperatlons, April-Qctober 1944. The second
period of AAF C-47 orerations at Brindiel covered about six months, dur-
ing which supply operations reached thelr reak, It was a period marked
by greatly increased ald to the Partisans, a larger percentage of success-
ful sorties, desperate German counteroffencives to keep theié communica-
tions open, the organization of the Balkan Alr Force, escorted daylight
missions to landing grounds, and the Russian invesion of the Balkang
vhich caused the enemy to begin a witbdrawal from Greece, Albaria, and
southern Yugoslavia. At the end of this reriod, speciel duty alrcraft
_of the AAT were assigned to supply the Itallan Partisans or an increas:
ingly lzrge scale, although at least one squedron remained at Brindisi
until a short time before the war's end.

3y the end of lMarch 1944, Marghal Titc's Partlsans numbered about
300,000 troops.23 The extent of thelr contribution to victory would
depend in large measure uron Allied success in delivering supplies and
evacuating Partisan wounded. Allied commencers in the Mediterranean

theater agreed that 334 Wing eghould be strengthened in order to meet

%i#
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the growing demands for supply and evacuation.?® The 60th Troop Carrier
Group's four squadrons, accordingly, were =attached to 334 Wing at
Brindisi and replaced the 7th and 5lst Troop Carrier Squadrons between
16 March and 5 April 1944, The number of alrcraft was increased

further in May by assigning 267 Squadron (FAF) to 334 Wing (see App. 4),
and steps were taken to conserve and to increase the supply of parachutes
used in dropping.25 Although these efforts were not expected to make

the Partisans strong enough to carry out fuli-ncale military operations
agalnst the Germans, Tito's 11 loosely organized corps could be expectod
to inflict heavy casualties upon the eneuy.

The 60th Troop Carrier Group flew its first mlissions from B}indisi
on the night of 27/28 March to drop leaflete over Itely and the Balkans.
Supply sorties began the following night27 and initiated a period of
more than slx months in which the troop carrlere were to deliver more
than 5,000 short toas of supplies to the Balkans. (See App. 12.)
Because a satisfactory breacdown of statistice is not avallable, it is
impossible to distingulsh accurately between sortlies flown to Yuzoclavia
and to the rest of the Balkans; however, two months of operations by
two of the squadrons may be taken as typizal of the 60th Troop Carrier
Group for the period., In April the 10th Troop Carrler Sgu.dron flew
74 sorties, of which 42 were successful. Fifty-six of the total sortles
and 33 of those completed went to Yugoslavia. Supplies dropped on
each sortle averaged aboui 3,000 lbs, net.za In June 1944, the 11lth
Troop Carrler Squadron flew 142 of 1ts 170 successful sortles to

Yugoslavia to deliver more than 246 short tone of supplies (See App. 11).
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A majority of the AAT ﬁiesions from April through Qune weat to D2's
in central Yugoslavia in the Bihac, Tuzla, Jajce, Sarajevo, and
3anjaluka areas.zg

The principal German offensives in Yugoslavia in May and June were
d@irected against Vlasenica, the area south of Bihac, Ribnica, and Tito's
headquarters at Drvar.S? ihen these efforts in Slovenia and 3osnia
falled, strong forces attacked Part’sans in southern Yugoslavia in the
Andri jevica, Berane, and Kolas!a areas of Fontenegrc. This July offen-
sive left the eneny with his positions only slightly iqproved.sl In
July, also, the BAF began operations and was adle to glve considerable
tactical ald to the Partisans, to infict serious danage on the enemy'e
road and rail transport.32 and to provide fighter escort for daylight
landing =misslonn on a scale hitherto lmpossidle. llost of the 1,200
sorties flown by the BAT in July were againe: communications targets,
but numerous Spiitfire attacks struck Podgorica and MNixslc in ientenegro
in supnort of Partis:.n 0perations.38 This act vity in i.ontenegro called
Tor many supply missione by 334 Wing and a great increase in landing
operatlions which toox out more than 5,000 rersons, most of whca were
wounded Partisans and women and children. (See App. 12, In August

the Germans renewed their drive to clear coamunlasntisn: routes in southern

Yugoslavia. Troops assewdled in the Pec-dtrovica areas advanced vest

to capture Andrijevica, Bijelo, Ferane, and Kolasin. In snite of heavy

aselstunce frow the RiF, Partisans were losiizyground rapidly. vhat

had become a critiecal situation chnnged quiclly between 23 August and
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5 September when Rumania aﬁd Bulgaria capitulated before the swiftly
advancing Runsiana.34 The Germans were compelled to revise thelr stra-
teglc nlan and directed full attention to extricating th:;r exposed
forces from the Balkans.

The August offensive came at a time when consideradle effort was
being made to aild the Poligh uprising in WA;:uw,and the 334 ing dlverted
three squadrons for thet purpose.35 Nevertheless, epecial duty ailreraft--
excluslve of the Pugsian Alr Group--?lew 635 successful sortiesg to
Yugoslavia to deliver more than 873 net long tons of supplies. The 60th
Troop Carrler Group delivered more than €65 per cent of this total, which
represented about 75 per cent of 1ts effort to the Ballkans. The I6alian
squ.sdrons at Lecce took in 203.47 long tons. 56 The Russlan Alr Group
completed 194 of 224 sorties to Ynéoslavia and delivered 321 pet long
tons; 43 of its sortles were landing operatione ‘that evacuated 751
personnel and infiltrated 146,57 Practically all of the 60th Troop
Carrier Group's 145 successful landings during Aaugust were made in
Yugoslavia, and wore than 2,000 persons were evacuated to Italy.38 An
unusual feature of thasge landing misslons was the delivery of 24 mules
énd 12 75-mm. guns to iontenegro. These celiveries were made on two
very difficult landing grounds and in excesilionally bad weather which
required flying on instruments between two Jasged peats at the destina.
tion.39

During September, the last full month of the 60th Iroop fCarrier

Group's tour at Brindisi, the Allles endeavored to talce advantage of
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the changed strategic situation. With Ruselans on the Yugoslav-Rumanlan
border, Germany's plight in the Balkans was serious. Communications were
in a cha;tic condition because of Partisan and BAF attacks; columns

of enemy troops withdrawing from Greece and southefn Yugoslavia to pro-
tect Belgrade and to reinforctljpe German line east of that city would

be subjected to constant Partisan sttacks., Tito's divisions in lonte-
negro and Serbla began to drive northeast to link up with tﬁe Pussians

40
advancing on Belgrade frou western Rumania. The Balkan Air Force

opened Operation RAEWﬁ;; on 1 September to cooperate with Tito by
attacking eneny communications and transport.41 During the month the
BAY flew more than 3,500 sorties ard inflicted heavy damnge on mctor and
rall transport.42 Partiszrn successes werc also notable, ’ractically
all of the main rall routes through Yugoslavia wereicut by ld September,
and considerable ter-itorial gains were made.43 The Gerzans deployed
large numbers 9% troops alonz the Belgrade-Sktoplje railwa: in an effort
to keep 1t open, while a screening force sn the Jalmatian coms: served
ag 2 guard against an expected invasion ‘rom that quarter.44

Partisans of Yugoslavia an? Albania recelved a somewhat smaller
tonnnge of airborne supplies in September thar in August. OFf the 930
net long tone dropped and lefded. more than one-half war talen in by
the 60th Troop Carrier Growp. (See App. 12 for a comparissn of effort.)
Approximately three-fourths of the AAF 0-47 effort was directed to these

two countries. Practlcally all of the 128 successul landings were on

Yugoslav grounds, from which about 1.500 persons were evacunted, (See
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App. 12,) The 11tk, 12th, and 28th Troop Carrler Squadrons were with-
drawn from Parti en supply miesions on 8 and 10 October to take part

in Operation MANNA, the British occupation of southern Greece, leaving
only the 10th Troop Cerrier Squadron, wnich carried on until 25 OctoVver.
The 7th and 51st Troop Carrier Squadrons of the 62d Group arrived at
Brindisi on 22 and 27 October for ansther tour of duty with 334 Wing.
(See App. 5.) These changes account in part for the delivery of omly
67 net long tomns to Yuzoslavia and Albania by the Slst Iroop Carrier

Ving in October, a month in waleh the majority of the sorties and tonnage

weat to Greece.45

A review of the 690th Iroop Carrier Growp operations for the perisd
4prill to 17 October 1944 revesnls the cunulative importance of supply
nissions. lore tharn ©,000 net snort tong of supplles were delivered
to the Balkane, of which approxiaately three-fourths went to Yusoglgvia
and Albania. Some of these supplies were to maintain Allied missions
and agents, but diversion for that purpose represented a comparatively
sunll percentuge of the total. Ilanding or-erations tagan on a sunll
scale in Apr!iY il 13 successful atleupts, then increased rapidly:
€0 in May, 125 in June, a peak of 194 in July, 14F in Alrmaet, and 126
i1n September. Again, a large majority of thege landines were in
Yugo-lavia, and many of thew were at night. In view of the hazards en-
countered, the loss of 10 C-47/'s und 28 men was very low, 3% Thig

average of one €-47 lost for each 458 sorties was a remarkoble record

that testified to the pillots' gkill 1n evuling eneuny flal, night
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fighters, and mountain peaks and was a tribute to the faithful perfor-
mance of ground crews, Of about 1,280 incomplete sorties, only 58 were
attributed to mechanical failure, 661 were caused by bad weather, and

486 by reception failures, (3ee App, 12,) In commending the group for

L7
this performance, General Eaker stated:

#e in this Theater Headgquarters have noted with admiration the
volume of your day-to-day operations., e are also conscious of
the tremendous import your operations have had in the depreciation
of the German influence and effort in the Balkans and the growing
strength of the Partisan effort which is demoralizing German
troops in that ar:a, « « « I know of no organization in this
theater which has done better. Their difficult operations, con-
ducted with great skill, resource and courage, have contributed

materially to the success of the overall air effort in the
Kediterranean theater,

Ihe Final Period, October 19i4-llay 1945, During the last period of

supply operations to the Balkans, the AAF assigned both transports and

heavy bombers to the work, The 885th Homb Squadroh completéd its move
from North Africa to Italy early in Cctober; its primary mission was to
supply distant targets in northern Italy and Yugoslavia., The 7£h Troop
Carrier Squadron completed its special assignment to Greece and started
operations from Brindisi on 22 October, tc be followed five days later
by the 51si Troop Carrier Squadron. The 7th jeft Brindisi early in
December, but the arrival of the 859th Somb Sguadron pariially compensated
for this loss, (See App, 5.) Hhenlacing the 5lst Troop Carrier Squadron
at the end of March 1945, the l6th Troop .arrier Squadron continued
supply dropping until the end of the war, v Three AAF squadrons, there-
fore, were available for missions to Yugoslavia through liarch; there-

after, the loth Iroop Carrier 3¢uair: ... tre only sar unit thus enrared,
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(See 4pps. 5 and 14.) Ty desiring to achieve maximur results in
Yugoslavia before winterzoet in and to prevent the enery there from send-
ing reinforcements to Italy, Generel Wilson had &lven priority to supply-
ing Tito and made the 205 Romb Group (RAF) avallatle to supplenecnt
regular dropa.49

General Wilson'e actions were caused by a desire to take edvantage
of the eneny's deteriorating poeition in the Balkansg. British troops
were in Greece by the niddle of October 1944; the Nazie evacuated Split,
€ave up the Peljesac peninsula and several outilying islande, and econ-
tinued theif efforts to extricate thelr extenced troops from actual and

Potential Partisan trapes over much of Yugonlavia.so The Rusgsians in-

vaded Slovakie late in Cetober and advancecd to tne sudburbs of 2udapest

._in liovenber, Wherever the Gerzans "advanced to the rear," they were

threatened b:- Partieans and Fugsians, 1In southwestern Yugoslovia,
in the Podgorica—Kctor—Scutari a{394 the Cerman C1st Mountaln Corps of
Army Group E mansged to extriczte 1tself from a dangerous trep and by the

erd of December wag retreating through Sarajevo; anc by thie tize, alec,
1

-

most of Army Group = was baci: of the Drava-Tanube anc Save rivere,
Trese troop moverentr provided the BAF with excellent opportunities.
Roads were blocked with landelides that resulted from Yomding; motor
vehicles were strefed and rall traffic became virtually imposcidle., I
Zecenber alore the Cermans lost =t lezst 1,000 vehicles on the resad
betweer Podgorics anc ¥olasin from these RAT attacks.52 The Tacticel,
Tepert, anc Strategic Alr Forces o0f MALT 811 particirated in strilring

sy

LS
enexy targets in hundreds of sorties,




Squadrons flying iuppliea to the Balkars encountered & periocd of
bad weather which canceled many missions during thé third week of
Cctober, and in YNovember less than one-half of the daye were operational.
Out of 35 days of possible operatione tetween 22 October and 30 November,
16 were corpletely lost because of bad weather.54 In srite of thig
handicap, the two C-47 squadrons succeeded in putiing up 312 worties
during the period ending 30 November, of which more than 7% per cent
succeeded. Approximately 772,000 1lts. of supplies were landed or
dropped.55 The 7th Squadron alone flew some 25€ persons into Yugoslavia
and Albanle and evacuanted 178 agents and wounded Partisans~§ﬁ/ Drop
20nes were widely ecattered: Voeln, Grabnovica, Bristoje, Pavna Goie,
Clina, Milirnovic, Korea, Ubdina, and many others. See Map 4,) Arnong
the more notadle landinge were those at the Zemux elrdreme on tre edge
of Zelgrade on 22/27 Yovember and 1ater.57 demurt wae rovgh but not as
*ald &g a ground reav Skorlje, where or one oceasicn 20 oxer were re-
quired to rull a C-47 out of bombt cra:ers.58

Withdrawal of the 7th Zroor. Carrier Squalrer e2rly in December
resulted in grecily reducing operations of ;4T $-47's tc the Pallrung,
The £1et Troor Carrier Squarron flew 44 landing sortiec te SVIFTER, o
ground some 15 milee north oF Argyrokastron, Albarnia, Thig fledd elone
received rore thar one-nelf of the scuarror'e sorilec for he ronth and
somewhat less then 60 per cent of the tonrare delivered. avout feur-
Tifths of the squacron's deliveries for lecexber, represerting atout 101

net long tons, werti to Albanria, with zorca, Scuvtart, Zbesor, Valonz, ané
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Argyrokastron each receiving supplies. Yugoslavia's needs were met by

other unite for the most part. (See Apr. 14.)

While the Elst Troop Carrler Squarwon was concentrating vmon these
cloee targets in Albania, the 885th Bomb Squadrer. was reaching the more
distent Yugoslav drop zonee. Thie squedror began its Balkar oneraticrs
on 18 Octoter and completed 94 sorties tc drop more than 330,000 1bs. of
supplies. .ore than one-half of the total went to Altenia end less than
four tons to Yugoalavia.so lost of tre squacdron's 12¢ successful Balken
sortles in Noveuber were directed to the area southeast of Zarred and
north cf tke Sava Piver, and in the area rnortheast end southeart of
Sarp:evc,el 3ad weeiher in December caused many abortive scrties for all
special duty alreraft and prevented delivery of one-third of the supplies
scheduled for all areas. The 885th Bomb Squadron cocpleted 37 of 50
Balkan corties, principally to scutr central Yugoslnvia.62 The 859tk
Som® Squadror arrived from the United Fingsdon in tire to drop a few teng
to the Yagoelav Partlisena., A4 pocket of Germung in thre Podgorica area,
under sporulic atteck by Partisans during Movember, wes belng reescued
by a convcy of some 1,800 motor transport sent down frown the ncrth,
Partlsans north of Fofroricu were too.weak to risk a pitched battle, bdut

t was 1mperztive that they recetve supplies to harase the withdrawal.
The 885th Bomd Squa’rer sent out 13 alreraft on 3 Deceuber o mule o day-
light drep to there units; a few dogre leter the T2's on the Tiz 2ond Zeta

rivers north of Podgorica had dbeen overrun, but the Partieans hie ttety

€
suprlles.

s
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The first quarter of 1945 found the supply droppers facing rapidly

changing conditicns., Germen withdrawals from southérn Yugeslavia were
still underway, dbut the Ruscian offensive had bogged down temporarily

nt Virovitice, which the Nazis recaptured as part of their drive to

keep escape rcutes open. This determinetion led to the maintenance of

a strong eneny force at Zagred as the hub of future operatiors, with out-
lying garrieons reaching out as far south as Mostar. Partisan difficul-
tles were ircreased by civil ware wit: the Cetnike and the Creet cclladora-
tionists, the Ustachi.s4 In order to make the Sarajevo-Brod rail and
nighway routes more secure, the Germenn attecked and captured Trawvmil
late in January 1945, Ir tte .lostar arca south of Trawvni!:, hewever,
Partisans emerged from a seriec of attacks with the balance in their
favor. ihlle the figntirg was in process, the BAY wus houmering
constantly at enemy targets, =and wi‘h corslderatle success. Terrorary
enexny successes, such ar the recaptwre of Virovitica, cculd not change
the direction of events. The battle for Sudapert ended ir victory for
the Zussiane on 13 Fetrusry 1945, The eneay made cne last attnel- to
protect hig "nrtional redoudbt" area by an offercive in western Enmrnry
which opened>on € Yarch, This offencive failed quiclily. leaving Army
Group T in a precarious position ir Yu-oslavia, "he newly conetituted
Tourth Yugoelav Army, with ald from the 3AY, opened a drive on 20 larck
frown Gosple wnich overrarn Ubdire, Xorenica, and Bthac in about a wveek,
IZnemy loeres were eevere.s5 The BaT ¢gave ald to Partisan aticelts wherever

ther apreared, and were strongly reirnforced by other components of HAAP,GG
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Division of reepohhibility anong the supply droppers had been more
carefully drawn early in January 1945, in time to meet‘the eritical
sltuations which developed in the Balkans in conrectior with the German
withdrawal, fThe Slst Troop Carrier Wing, assigned to HATAF, was to
meet demande in the 15th ATy Group's area in Itely. The Fifteenth
Special Group (Prov), under MASAF until the middle of ¥arch, would
operate Yoth in Italy and the Balkang: Italy was the first priority for
the 885th Bomd Squadron and the Balkans for the 859th Bomb Squadron,
The 334 Wing continued to devote 1itg principel attention to the Balkans,
with secora priority to Italy. No. 205 Group, nominally a part of FASAF,
was to be avallabvle to 3AF for speclel operations.67
Swpply missions to the Balkans reflected the military eltuation
éven more clerrly thap before. Prom January through March the £lst Troop

Carrier Squadron alone delivered more than 728 ne* short tons of surplies,

landed or dropped 719 bersons, and evacuated nearly 2,600, A11 but 11

€2
of the Eigt Squadron's/sorties in January were landing miseicns, nany
" 68
of then at ~emun alrdrome and in the Mkseic area. Impreved weather

i1n Tedbruary prerzitted the squadron to succeeld in 140 of 17T corties, of
which 12 were rickeling missions that dropped 48,000 1ve, cf propagcnéa.
The supply Ziesions delivered a totel of nearly 196 net long tons,
Of the 80 dropring scriles, cnly nine were {flowr at nisht; of the 4¢
landingse, only ore wag at night.7o 411 dut 10 of the landings were at
Zemuz airdrome; the others wero‘mainly at Skopljie, Sansici Jost, and

Tirana, Dropping miseions corcentrated on the 3erane-Pi jelo Pelje area

durirg the firet two weelig, ther changed to the Tuzla arer about 55
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milees west of Belgrade.71 The March record of the Elst Troop Carrier

Squadron was still more impressive: 197 successful sorties in 235
attempts. Many of thece sorties were to Zemum, which hacd becore a non-
combat run. The outstanding operatione of the month took place on 25
end 26 March when the squadron, based temporarily‘at Zara, evacuated
some 2,000 persons from a short field about nidwey between Zagrebd ang
Fiume. Dropping missions, as in February, went primarily to the Tuzla

72 '
area,

The first quarter of 1945 brought Balkan operatiors of the 2641st
Special Group tc an end, Turing tre three monthe, the 859th and 885th
Bomd Squadrons had flown about 350 sortiec to Yugoslavia to drop more
than 690 net long tona.73 A considerable tonnage went to the Vlasenica
(TOFFEE) DZ south of Tuzla and the Ticevo area west of Trawnik, dbut far
more was dropped on grounds west, south, and east of Zagreb.74 Host of
these Zagrebv drovs were to suppcrt attacits on the German w!thdrawal
route from Brold to Zagredb up the Sava River valley. The 25th Iroop
Carrier Squuairon served these same drop ?bnes around Zagreb when it re-
lieved the flst Squadron at the end of .iarech. The 2541st Spectal Group
Was concentratlliag its e?fort to north Italy after 20 iiarch. when it
Lowald to Rosignano 4o Joia three squadrons of the 64th T:oor Carrier
n 75
Group.

The campaign in Yugoslavia mag drawlag to a close in April 1943,

The Fourth Yusoslav aArmy was driving nortaward along the coast froa Goepls

toward Fiume; other Partisang were spreading thelr contrsl west of the

lanube and south of the Dravs rivers; and farther io the south, Sarnjevo
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fell to the Partisans on 6 April. These were but three of the noteworthy
" Partisan victories, dbut they were indicative of the rapid deterioration
of the enemy's eituation. At the end of April the Germans had some 10
divisions east of the Earlovac-Zagreb-Vrazdin line iﬁ addition to police
regiments and garrison battaiions. This was the Principal enemy-held
area left in Yugoslavia and it, too, was broken up by 9 May. The drive
northward from Gospic had reached Klagenfurt by 7 May; had by-passed
enemy pockets at Fiume on 8 May, and Ljubljana fell the same day; and
Zagreb was in Partisan hands on the Yth. There was no more organized
resistance in !ugoslavia.76
Again, the BAF had played a prominent role in harassing the retreat

of the 218t Mountain Corps. Its 4,668 sorties in Aprii and May took a
heavy toll on rail and hi ghway traneport, and many missions were flown

to provide air assistance for Partisan attacks.’’ The 16th Troop Carrier
Squadron provided supplies for Partisans in both the Sarajevo and Zagred
areas, and nearly all of itg 12 landing sorties were at Sarajevo., The
record of 183 successful missions in 196 attempts in April set a new
high in troop carrier performance over the Balkans. During the first
seven days of May. the squadron delivered about 150,000 1bs, of supplies
to the Vocin and Grabnovica areas in 42 sorties and on 11 May ended 1te
special operations with three sorties to Zemun and five to Grabnovica, 'C

Ivaluation. Receipt of supplies from southern Italy was an important

factor in Partisan successes in Yugoslavia and Albania, Partisans cap-
tured large quantities from the enemy, and significant amounts were

recelved by surface craft: but special duty aircraft delivered the
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supplies that made thevdifforenoo between defeat apd victory. More
than 16,500 long tons (gross) of supplies were flown to Yugoslavia and
more than 1,200 tons to Albania. To accomplish this, Allied supply
Planes flew 9,211 successful sorties in 12,306 attompts.79 Eighteen
aircraft were lost in Yugoslav operations and seven on Albanian misaione.ao
At least 10 ALF C-47's and two B-24's are included in this total.® mne
Slst Troop Carrier Wing and the 26418t Sps clal Group delivered somewhat
less than one-half of the total tomnage to Yugoslavia, while the C-47'g
dropped or landed 65 per cent of the supplies taken to Albania. (See
App. 15.) Bad weather was the principal cause of incomplete sorties,
while lack of reception accounted for a large portion of the other fail-
ures. Mechanical trouble, enemy action, and navigational errors caused
a low percentage of incomplete missions. In the Period from April through
December 1944, the C-47'g falled to complete 1,539 sorties to all
countries; of this number, 550 were attributed to weather, 527 to. lack
of reception, 62 to mechanical tailures, and 36 to navigational errors.
Enemy action caused 34 failurea.sz

The Germans wers unsuccessful in the countermeasures adopted to
decrease the flow of airborne suppllies to the Partisane. Their aiffi_
culty may be understood when one recalls that there were at leagt 322
drop zones and landing grounds in Yugoslavie alone.83 These grounds were
by no means secret--the Germans knew the location of most if not all of
them. Armored columne, as well ag large patrols, were sent out to
capture drop zones and landing grounds;84 bombers cratered the strips

and fighters strafed planes and personnel, These measures achieved




Some success, but there were too many Partisans and too many inaccoessible
Places vhere supplies could be dropped. Occaaia{ny' the Germans set up
' dummy landing strips near the real ones, but there is no record of an
Allied plane having been lured into such a 1::m.p.85 The quantity of
supplies reaching Tito's men became 80 large that on 5 July 1944 the
2lst h.donntain Corps commander announced a “coordinated drive against
guerrilla air supplies" in accordance with a directive received from
higher headquarters. Thie drive, known as Operation GASANOVA,BS
accomplished little, Night fighters flying over southern Yugoslavia were
rewarded at t.imea. On the night of 14/15 July, a Nasi fighter strafed a
landing ground in Montenegro while a mission was in Drogress. Although
some of the C-47'g were damaged, seven of 11 scheduled for the field
landed safely, 87 Again on 18 and 19 July the Germans attempted :to dis-
rupt supply deliveries by sending 20 to 30 Planes to bomd the landing
ground at Berane and drop zones at Andrijevioa.aa and on the night of
21/22 July a fighter shot down one of two C-47's in northern Tugoslavia
while a landing was in progess.sg There were, also, several cases of
bombing of landing grounds simply to make them unusable.go Der Fuehrer
himgelf unintentionally admitted the failure of countermeasures and
complimented the Supply droppers when he compla.i.necl:gz1

To call a man 1like Tito a Marghal ig absolutely correct. A man

who has Practically no materiel at hisg disposal, who keeps a full

eneny force constantly on the alert, and who always recuperates

from our blows deserves tnigs title much more so than some of our

own Colonel Generals and Meld Marshals who could not operate
8ikillfully with the finest machine the world has ever known,
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v
Mlaslons o Gresce and Other Balkan Arsas

Political squabbles within Greece and the lack.of & strong resistance
movement in other Balkan countries restricted special operations to
those areas. The British had flown a few sorties to Greece from the
Middle East late in 1942, dut even then internal strife was a oe:ious
handicap to patriot activity against the common enemy. In March-1943,
vhen No. 148 Squadron was formed, a more or less regular flow of supplies
went in to resistance groups organized by SOE agentl.gz Beginning in
February 1944 American and Polish units were also available, but the
British 148 Squadron flew nearly as many supply missions to Greece as all
other unite combined. (See App. 15B.)

The 622 Troop Carrier Group's C-47's at Brindiei began their missions
to Greece with two iorties in February.93 and in the firﬁt three weeks
of March i1ts 518t Squadron added 39 successful sorties. (See App. 10.)
The Edessa-Zborcko, Anavra-Mavranaiol, and Triklinos areas were all
visited by the supply droppers.g4 (See Map 5.) On the night of 7/8
March, 11 C-47's of the 51st Squadron attempted to drop on target
BUCKRAM near Paraskevi; two were turned back by bad weather and the re-
maining nine could get no response from the drop zones to their 8ignals.
Four of the nine dropped on an alternate target; five carried their loads
back to Brindisi.g5 On the same night, the 7th Squadron sent eight
alrcraft with more than 25,000 1lbs. of clothing, food, guns, and ammu-
nition to a drop zone some 70 miles northwest of Athens in the Pentaloi
area. In spite of rough weather en route, celiling and viesibility were

unlimited~-except by darkmess--over the target. Circling down from
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9,000 feet, each C-47 in turn flashed the letter "S" and each received
UAY in reply. fhe reception committee then lighted nine fires in a "yv
and waited for the drop whiah pProved to be unusually successful. Crew-
men of the last plane to leavs could see Partisansg loading supplies in
a truck.96 mmg Slet Squadron dropped more than 16,000 1bs. from five
O-47's in this same ares on the night of 18/19 March.”’ of avout 70
successful sorties by the two squadrons in March, 37 went to Greece, 22
to Yugoslavia, eight to Albania, and three to north Italy. One explana.-
tion for this emphasi:/gpon Greece 1s that the Allies were attempting
to implement the NOAH'S AHK plan to unify the guerrillas and to get them

busy at sabotage instead of mutual aaaasaination.ga

The 60th Troop Carrier Group apparently devoted a conéiderably smaller

99
proportion of its sorties to Greece than to Tugoslavia. In May 1944

the four squadrons completed 83 of 92 sorties to Greece and dropped or
landed more than 100 net long tons; but this total was only'aome 13 per
cent of the entire tonnage deiivered. Forty of thege sorties flew to
RENOVATION target near Yannina in west central Greece,l0° In June more
than 20 targets ware visited by 60 successful sorties, and Yannina wag
the destination of about one-fourth of the tota.l.lol Supply deliveries
to Greece by the 60th Troop Carrier Group seem to have fallen off con-
siderably in July,lo2 but they increased slgnificantly in the next three
months, The 885th Bomb Squadron devoted about one-fourth of its October
sorties to Greece and dropped more than 69 net long tons.lo8 In the
Period August through November 1944, American units delivered about 329

net long tones to Greece, or 53 per cent of the total for al} special

duty airoraft to that country, 104




Lo ‘
September and Octoberlvere oritical months féf/:;e Partisan movement
in Greece. The Germane were carrying out their withdrawal. Britigh

troops were entering Greece, and the Partisans were Preparing for a

Supremacy. The Allies, in Planning to take advantage of German diginte-
€ration in Greece, were consclous of the necessity of occupying the country
before Soviet troops could forestall British control.lo5 Ag a prelude
to a British invasion, MAAF carried out heavy attacks on the enemy air-
fields in the Athens area. By 24 September the fields were heavily damaged,
although Nazi transport airoraft continued air ovacuation.los Increased
tonnage delivered by supply droppers along the withdrawal routes, es-
peclally in Macedonia,'enablod Partisans to cut all roads and rai}vays
in that area.1°7 A squadron of Britigh Special Boat Service troops
dropped on the Peloponnesus on 23 September to secure and to repair
Araxos airdromeloe in preparation for Operation MANNA,

While not strictly within the category of special operations, MANNA
was 80 closely connected with Fartisan activities that some account of
its execution ig not wholly out of place. Plans for this airborne in-
vasion of Greece had been formilated well ahead of the German withdrawal
and were being held unti] the proper time for their execution. Lt, Gen.
E. MacK. Scooie, G:0.C, , Allied Mi1itary Liaieon Force, commanded the
british and Greek unitsg assigned to the operation.lo9 British and Greek
troops landed on Poros on 1 October. 110 Megara airfield was captured
by 10 Octodber, and convoys with reinforcementsg put out from Italy and
the Middle East on the next day. On 11 October, likewlse, seven C-47'g

ke
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of the 7th Troop carrief'8quadron began operations from San Pancrazio,
These planes were part of a formation that landed on Araxos airfield to
deliver 123,000 lbe. of mortar shells, explosives, parachute equipment,
end food.111 During the next week, C-47's of the 60th and 624 Troop
Carrier Groups, operating from Brindisi, Manduria, and San Pancrazio,
flew 346 sorties, landed or dropped 2,000 personnel and 327 tons of
equipment in the Araxos-Athens areas, and completed the geries without
loss. Araxos, Megara, and Kalamali airdromes were the Principal sites
for drop, g%i?er. and landing miseions.llz

Upon completion of Operation HMANNA, the 60th Troop Carrier Group
ended itg Supply missione and the 7th and 51st Troop Carrier Squadrong
of the 624 Group took over. These two units continued to supply Partisans
in central Greece by both landing and dropping miesions through Novem'ber.l13
The 518t Troop Carrier Squadrorn, for example, sent two C-47'g to a land-
ing ground near Ardea on 20 November. Thege aircraft delivered nearly
9.000 1bs. of supplies and picked U 34 passengers and 960 1bs, of
parachu.tea.n4 The 5let Squadron flew 25 sorties to Greece from 4 to
Y December, taking in Britigh troope and equipment and evacuating
Italian prisoners of war.llS RAF unite provided service for Britigh
troops engaged in fighting ELAS forces in December 1944 angd January
1945. (See App. 15B.)

Disregarding the effort Put forth in Operation MANEA, the 51t
Iroop Carrier Wing and the 885th -omb Squadron together delivered 821
net long tons of supplies to Greece on 402 successful sorties. These
figures represented about 40 per cent of the total sorties ang about one-

third of thne tonnage,
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&, Austris, Huligary, and

Special operations tb Bulgarizflﬁnmani
. Czechonlo;;;ia were on a minor scale, From the Mediterranean theater,

a total of 408 sorties were attempted to these countries and only 207
vere completed. (See App. No. 15I.,) Bulgarian targets received 107 of
the successful sorties. Allied agunézlparachuxed'into Bulgaria to
organize and to lead small Partisan groups, and other agents crossed
over from Yugoslavia.ll6 The 51st Troop Carrier Wing flew 68 of the
107 successful sorties to Bulgaria and lost one plane in dropping 57
Per cent of the 218 long tons (gross).n7 Rumania was a barren field
for speclal operations: 148 Squadron (RAF) succeeded on four of nine
sorties and dropped two tons of supplies which were for the six|:;ents
parachuted into the country.ll8 Hungary offered 1little chance for an
underground movement and, as in the case of Rumania, special operations
were confined to the dropping of age;;e and their supplies, No. 148
Squadron and No. 301 Polish Squadron together completed 14 of 28 sorties
and lost one plane in the brocess of dropping 16 tons of supplies for

14 agents.llg Halifaxes of 148 Squadr;n from Frindisl flew the first
special operations sorties to Austria in June 1944 o drop agents and
thelr supplies, but the real effort came in March 1945 when the 2641st
Special Group flew 19 successful sorties from Rosignano. Three more
sorties in April completed the goup's misslons to Austria, This effort,
which was one-half of the completed missions, delivered three-fourthg of
the supplies dropped in that country, and resulted in the loss of one

A
B-24,120 Only Britieh and Polish aircraft were employed on missions to
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Czechoslovakia unti] April 1945. Then the 2641et Special Group.succoeded

in completing 12 gorties in 56 attempts.121

Mm:anmﬁm

Poorly organized and scantily supplied, the Italian resistance
movement was far less important to tne Allies than its counterpart in
Yugoslavia, Italy was a major battleground with well-defined combat lines
manned by regular troops. These conditions, so different from thoge that
Prevailed in the Balkans, severely restricted Partisan activities except
in limited areas. Nevertheless, bands of anti-Fasciet guerrillag haiaesed
the enemy's rear a&reas, perfected their organization, harbored Allied
agents, transmitted informatiog to the Allies, engd aidod_flyers in escape’
and evasion. '

Organization and SWpply of these Partisan ETOUPs were functions of
No. 1 Special Force (SOE) and tne OSs. The AAF made flignts for these
organizations and also for various other agencieg, 122 Until after the
Salerno invusion in September 1943, the only speclal-operstion flighte
to Italy were for the purpoges of dropping aé;;ts or to deliver supplieg
to escaped prigoners of war, During the reriod June to November 1943,
No. 624 Squadron (RAF) completed 29 of 42 attempted sorties to Italy
from Blida, Dropping and Teception techniques used in connection with
these flights were 80 faulty that many agents were captured anc supplies
often fell into the eneny's hands. Improper location and identification
of DZ's continued throughout the war as a factor in causing unsuccessfu)

missions, but the sltuation improved congideradbly when soeveral well-
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trained officers were droﬁfed to the Partinans.lzs

The AAT played a minor role in eupplying Italian Partisans until
sqptember 1944. Prior to that time No. 148 and No. 267 Squadrons (RAF)
and the Polish Flignt bore most of the burden.® Squadrons of the 5lst
Troop Carrier Wing at Brindisi_had completed 11 sorties to Italian tar-
gets by the end of May 1944 and flew another 19 sorties in Juno.125 The
Italians were putting these supplies to good use, On 19 June‘I;;4
Marehal Kesselring announced that guerrilla warfare was emdangering the
German aupply routes and the armaments industry and urged that the
guerrillas_be suppressed with utmogt vigor. Hundreds of the Partisans

were killed or captured in the resulting drive, dbut the resistance move-
126

ment was far from crushed. Allied armies were making such rapid galins

in Italy during the summer of 1944 that there was 1ittle point in attempt-
ing to utilige Italian Partisan effort to any great extent. Thie rapid
advance, that carried to the Arno River, occurred when resistance groups
in France were éxerting maximum pressure on the eneny and when Tito's
Yugoslav Partigans were engaged in critical battles. ilorthern Italy wa.g
of necessity neglected because of demands elsewhere for airborne supplies,
The situation changed rapidly with the livberation of southern France,
since the 885th Bomb Squadron was avallable thereafter for other assign-
ments. The squadron moved from Blida to Maison Blanche, Just outside
Alglers, and flew ite first mission to north Italy on the night of 9/10
Septemver 1944, In less than two weeks it had completed 36 sorties

which dropped nearly 59 tons of supplies in the Po Valley.lz7 During

)-wap s
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the last week of September, while operating from Brindisi, the squadron
completed nine more sorties to the same area,l<t Although transferred
to Brindiei, Primarily to be closer to its Italian targets, the 885th
Bomb Squadron carried out many daylignt Balkan nisqions.lzg Weather
seriously interfered with nignt flying to north Italy and caused October
deliveries to fall off drastically. (See App. 16,) Unfortunately for
the Partisans, this reriod of bad weather coincided witn determined
German attempts to crush guerrllla activity in the Uéz;; area in nortn-
eastern Italy and in the Ossola Valley in tne northwest. The 885th |
Bomb Squadron tried 85 sorties on the seven operational nights; only 33
were successful, and two B-24's were lost in efforte to relieve the
Partiaans.lso .

Delivery of suﬁplieg to north Italy increased sharply in Novemver
1944 and remained onm a nigh level to the end of the war. This result
was achieved by assigning tne 624 and then the b4th Troop Carrier Group
to these operations, and by the arrival of the 859th Bomb Squadron from
ingland in December. The 205 Bomb Group (RAF), the 301 Polisn Squadron,
and 148 Squadron (RAF) all contributed to tne total; but AsF units
delivered practically all of the airborne supplies that reached Italian
Partisans after November 1944, (See App. 16.) Deliveries to lugoslavia
continued to be far greater tnan those to Italy, but the discrepancy

Decame progressively less as the war drew to a cloae.l31

The C-47's,
flying from Tarquinia, Malignano, and Hoelgnano, confined their attention
largely to tne area south of Turin and Piacenza, west of Modena, and

north of Pisa, Luceca, and Pistola. (See Map 6.) It wae estimated that
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the Partisans in this area were keeping some 40,000 second- and third-

rate enemy troops on police du.ty.l32 The Ligurian and Maritime Alps in
the region, as well as more distant targets, were visited by the supply
bombers in November and Deeember.l33 '

the 62d Troop Carrier Group, stationed at Malignano and Tarquinia,
loaded all of its planes at Malignano, where a packing station was operat-
ing. The group pegan ite missions to north Italy on 22 November when six
C-47's of tne 4th Squadron, with an escort of two P-47'g, flew to a DZ
near Massa behind the German 1ines. The 8th Squadron joined. the 4th in
the-e miseions on 28 November, and the 7th followed suit on 10 Decemoer.l34
The three squadrons completed their daylignt missions to northern Italy
oy 9 January, having delivered more than 494 gnort tohs of supplies.lss
Most of the group's sorties had been to DZ's in tne mountains 20 to 100
miles northwest of Pistoia, altnougn some flights went west of Turin,
Target LIFTON, about 25 miles morth of La Spezia, received particular
attention. Tne 7th Troop Carrier Squadron sent out 38 sorties from 11 to
20 December in vain attempts to supply tnis target but fiﬁally succeeded
in dropping more than 16 toms of lupplies.136 Bad weather, as usuai, was
the principal cause of incomrlete nissions, wnile enemy interference
and improper reception accounted for about one-tenth of failures to drop
after the planes had reached the DZ's, An escort of four P.4i?7's or
Spitfires, which generally met the C-47's over Marina di Pisa, proviaed
protection from hostile airoraft, but no opposition was met other than

occasional dursts of flak.137
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Italian Partisans, oﬁpplied on a scale never befqre attempted in
~Italy, increased their activities materially in December 15:;. Guerrilla
tactics created confusion in German lines of supply and commumication and
forced the enemy to strengthen his garrisons of Wehrmacht and Italian
Yascist Black Brigades. In the last week of December, these units killed
200 and captured 700 Partisans in the Acqui-Asti-Alessandria area south-
east of Turin, Thisg activity marked the opening of a German drive to
clear their lines of communication, especially around Piacenza where two
Partisan divisions, the Glustizia e Liberta and Garibdaldi, had organized
and armed some 7,000 men. The offensive scattered the Partisans and
opened the roads temporarily; but while bands were reassembling north-
west of La Spezia, activity increased in such distant areas ae Udine and
%1ttorio Vbneto.lse

The 64th Troop Carrier Group, operating under MATAF at Rosignano,
began its supply operations on 11 January 1945, When itg nissions ended
on 7 May, the group had completed more than 1,000 sorties which dropped
more than 1,800 net short tons of supplies.139 During this same period
the 26418t Special Group, formed by joining the 859th and 885th Bomb
Squadrons, dropped nearly 1,260 tons.14o Most of the missions contimued
to be flown during daylight hours and, as before, weather and reception
difficulties accounted for most of the failures. The January experience
of the 16th Troop Carrier Squadron was typlcal: of 24 sorties, 12
failed to receive the correct signals.14l Weather caused 50 of 142

fallures for the 64th Group in February.'*? Enemy opposition, on the
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other hand, was 1naignifiéant, and but one C-47 was locl'..]""3

Swift disintegration of German positions in Aprii provided the
Partisans Qith splendid opportunities to aid the Allied advance.
Guerrillas cqptur;d large quantities of enemy material, but far to the
north there were more or less isolated groups that had to depend upen
airborne supplies which the 2641st Special Group dropped. New targets
were opened for this group in the Alpe, where Partisans were disrupting
traffic toward the Brenner Pass, and in the Po Valley. Other Partisan
&roups were attacking the Verona-Udine-Villach withdrawal route from
strongholds in the Adige and Piave valleyl.l44 Even after hostilities
had ceased, on 2 May 1945, the supply droppers continued to receive calls

from units that had been cut off from other sources: dut speclal opera-

tione may be considered as having ended in Italy by 7 May. During the

v
period of hostilities, Allied speclal duty aircraft had completed 2,646

of 4,268 attempted sorties to Italian targets and had dropped more than
5,900 long tons (gross) of supplies. The AAY flew 70 per cent of the

completed sorties and dropped 68 per cent of the tonnage.l45
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INFILTRATION AND EVACUATIOR
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Infiltration of personnel by parachute drops or by landing missions
was a principal phase of special operations, Success of the entire
program depended upon establishing liaison and channels of information
between SOE/OSS and resistance movements and upon coordination of
Partisan activities with Allied strategy. Native and foreign agents,
dropped or landed in enemy-held areas, gave direction to resistance
movements or served in less prominent but still important roles. The re-
verse process, evacuation of personnel from enemy-occupied countries,
provided opportunities for firsthand reports, further training of agents,
and refinement of plans through consultation with expefienced pe;sonnel.
Closely connected with such fexfiltration' was the evacuation of wounded
Partlisans, women and children, and Allied flyere who had been forced down
vwhile on conbat missions. Infiltration and evacuation must be considered
Jointly, since so many of the landing missions, especially in Yugoslavia,
served both purposes. It was not unusual for a C-47 to parachute agents
at one pinpoint, land at an emergency gronnd some distance away to dis-

charge supplies, and them return to Italy with a load of wounded

Partisans, American airmen, and salvaged supply parachutes.

General Iofiliration Mlsslons
The air forces during the course of hostilitlies were called upon to

deliver personnel for various types of migsions in enemy territory.
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Agents bent on sabotage or espionage, organizers of resistance movements,
'Jedburgh“ teams, operational groups, weather obaefvera. radio operators,
aircrew rescue units, and formal military missions made up nost of the
"bodiea® transported.

Infiltration of special agents by air began in 1940 when the RAF
dropped operatives of the'Britiah Special Int;iligence Service over
France.l In the following year, Lysanders and other light aircraft
landed occasionally on secret fields to take in some agentw and to
evacuaterthera. From these early efforts, the infiltration of personnel
into hostile areas grev rapidly as Allied intelligence agencies expanded
and as the preliminary work of Partisan organizers began to bear fruit.
The presence of "Joes" and "Janes" in C-47's, B-17's, and B-24's becane
common. Carpetbaggers from England dropped 617B:Joes" from January to
Seﬁtember 1544, and by April 1945 had raised the total to 17643.2
Unite of the MAAF dropped or landed 4.633 Allied agents and Partisans
in various European countries from 1943 to 1945.3 The 60th Troop Carrier

v

Group alone dropped or landed 837 pereons in the Balkans from 1 April

to 30 September 1944. (See App. 12.)

Except on a few occasions, special duty aircraft carried not more
than three or four Joes on any one sortie. Jedbufgh teans, which made
up a large part of the personnel infiltrated by Carpetbaggers after
September 1943, consisted of two or three officers and one enlisted
radio operator. These teams were developed primarily to work with the

s
Maquis, and by midsummer 1944 there were some 100 of then in France alone.

-
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Bvery team included an ofﬂcor who was a native of the country in which
_the men were to opera.te.4 Team GILES, which may be taken as typical of
the Jedburghs, dropped in France on the night of 8/9 July 1944. 1Ite
personnel consisted of Oapt. B.M.!;I./Knox (American), Capt. Paul Lebel
(French), and Sgt. Gordon H. Tack (British). The men organized success-
ful receptions at 13 DZ's in addition to providing leadership for Maquis

5
groups,

Most of the infiltration sorties were routine work for the air
forces, however dramatic the experience might be for the Joes, but the
4924 Bomb Group participated in a few missions in 1945 that departed
from its ordinary cycle. The 856th Bomb Squadron, operating from an ad-
vanced base at Lyon, dropped parachutists in Germany on él/ January, and
with the 858th Bomb Squadron, tlew out of m.jox} from 19 March to 26 April.
During this period the two squadrons dropped 82 agents, equipped with
radios, at key locations in Germany. The DOCTOR team, made up of a
Belglan radio operator and a Belgian observer, dropped on the Austro-
Bavarian border on the night of 23/24 March to check on traffic through
the Brenner Pase and to observe events in the Berchtesgaden area. Another
interesting variation was the "Red Stocl:ng" series in which pilots flew
Mosquito aircraft from Dijon. These planes, equipped with recording
devices, were flown at high altitudes over designated pinpoints to
plcic up and record messages transmitted by agents on the grcnmd.6

,
Supply droppers in Italy were called upon at times to execute snecial
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infiltration missions, among which were Operations ORATION, BUNGHOLE,
and MANHOLE, that varied considerably from their usuél work,
Operation OBAIfGﬁ, infiltration of the Maclean military mission
to Yugoslavia by parachute, took place about the middle of January 1944.
Glamoc landing ground was originally designated as the pinpoint, but be-
cause of enemy action the DZ was moved to a location some 10 miles north
of Ticevo. Two DC-3's of No. 267 Squadron at Bari carried 16 personnel
and 2,400 1bs. of equipment; six SM-82's from Lecce dropped 30,000 1bs.
of boots and clothing; two squadrons of P-40's from DAY provided the
escort; and another squadron attacked the Mostar airfield as a diversion.7
Operation HANHOﬂﬁ, infiltration of the Russian military mission,
took place on 23 February 1944 after many annoying delays. The CCS in-
formed Gen. Sir Henry Maitland Wilson in January that he was to facilitate
the movement of the Russian mission to Tito's headquarters. This ﬁiasion

-

was to arrive in Italy via Cairo in two C-47's, one of which would remain
in Italy at the mission's dieposal and was to be maintained by MAAF.S
Advance Force 133, accordingly, made plans to facilitate the mission's
Journey and requested that MATAF provide another Dakota (C~-47) and six
SM-82's for a daylight operation to land at the Medeno Polje ground,

about 30 miles southeast of Bihac, on 3 February. The Dakotas would carry
wounded Partisans on the return trip, and the SM-82's would carry in
supplies for the Russians. The Desert Alr Force was requested to proviae
fignter escort from 249 Wing.g On 1 February, when the Russians were

due in Tunis, a staff meeting at the MAAF advanced CP considered these

Plans. Brig. Gen. Lauris Norstad believed that the landing ground was
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beyond the reach of C-47's, and General Eaker suggeste¢ that the mission
drop by parachute; but none of the Russians had been trained in parachute
Jumping. The problem was turned over to 334 Hing.lo wnich went ahead
with plans to use the 0-47's.

The Bussians arrived at Bari on 3 February, and Advance Force 133
at once requested permission to carry out the Medeno Polje landing and
supply drop on 5§ February.ll The operation order, issued by 249 Wing
on 4 February, called for 1 Dakota of 267 Squadron, the 2 Soviet C-471g,
6 Italian SM-82's, and an escort of 18 P-40's from 250 Squadron, DAF.
The SM-82's from Lecce were to arrive over Bari at 1055, there to be

Joined by the C-47's. Proceeding to Cutella, some 130 miles up the coast

from Bari, the formation was to pick uwp 12 fightere and go on to Medeno
Polje and the DZ designated as the target for the SM-BZ's.l2 MAAF
approved the plan on 5 February.13 but bad weather delayed execution.

The Russians complained at once that there was not enough fighter protec-
tion,l4 so MAAF ordered an additional 12 P-47's from MASAT to glve top
cover over the Adriatic.l5 1In the meantime snow began to cover the
selected landing ground, and the plans were discarded.l6 MasP thereupon
proposed that the Tactical Air Force carry out the operation witn gliders
and fighter'oscort.l7 MATAF gave the asslgnment to the 624 Troop Carrier
Group, which was to provide three C-47's, each towing a Waco (CG-4A)
glider. Twenty-four P-40's from DAF and 12 Fifteenth Air Force P-47'g

18
were to provide the escort. Three C-47's of the 5let Troop Carrier

Squadron took off from Bari at 0945 on 23 February. Twenty-three Rugsian
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and six British officers were in the gliders. and the tramsports carried
a groeé load of 10,500 1bs. of supplies to be dropped. The migsion was
successful, although visibllity was practically zero over the target.19
Operation BUNGHOLE, the infiltration of American meteorologists into
Yugoslavia, had been assigned to 267 Squadron (BAF) for execution on 19
February. The Fifteenth Air Force was to put up an escort of 24 P-47's,
and nine SM-82's were to drop supplies at the DZ north of Ticevo.ao
The mission was transferred to the 7th Troop Carrier Squadron, wnich
sent two C-47's, piloted by Maj. Paul A. Jones and Capt. John A. Walker,
to barl on 23 February. Four daye later, loaded with Joes, equipment,
and supplies, the C-4/'s took off. Picking w thelr escort over the
Adriatic, they crossed the Yugoslav coast south of Sibenik:and ran 1nto‘
a heavy snowstorm, Although visibility was poor, Major Jones found the
target and made four runs to drop his load, The SM-82's 'were seen
dropping their loads in various and sundry spots in the vicinity.®

Ceptain Walker, unable to locate the signal fires, returned to Bari with

nis cargo.21

Landings in Yugoslavia, Albania, and Greece increased in number as
the war drew to a close, and the 518t Troop Carrier Wing in effect
operated an air transport service at Brindiel. Outgoing traffic con-
eisted primarily of Allied agents and supplies; incoming traffic was

largely made up of Balkan nationals and Allied alrmen.

mmnﬁmmm/

Flying agents into enemy territory was an easy task in comparison
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 with getting them out apin--if they survived. The return trip was es-
_ Pecially difficult from western Europe and Poland, al though there were
& few quite successful air evacuations, or "pick-ups.® The firgt Plak-up
operation during the war occurred on the night of 20 October 1940 when
& British Lysander landed in France. The demend for Plck-upe increased
after the North Africen invasion, and the Air Ministry wae asked to send
& Lysander flight to Italy for these operations. By February 1944 there
were four Lysanders attached to 148 Squadron (RAF) at Brindisi. Most
of their sorties went to southern France and northern Italy,primarily
to bring out agents, documents, and other intelligence materisl. These
Planes were not used as a source of supply for Partisans, nor were they
used to any extent on regular missions to Partisan-held landing grounds.
The Lysander Flight, from February 1944 t&l-hy 1945, attenq;::d 73 pick-
upﬁ and succeeded in 44; in all, 133 agents were carried, 6.3»/ taken in and
70 brought out. The only loss occurred in November 1944 when an Allied
fignter ghot down a Lysander over Italy. 22

Transports made a few pick-ups, as distinguished from landings
on well-established Partigan strips. No. 267 Squadron succeeded in
landing 13 agents and in Picking up 21 from southern France on the night
of 10/11 august 1944.23 4 Dakota of the game squadron, on a migsion to
a field north of Tarnow in Poland during April 1944, landed two agents

and picked up a Polish delegation that later went on to England from

24
Brindisi.
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These pick-up missions wefe even more clandestine in nature-than
évacuations from semipermanent landing grounds. The number of agents
who escaped from eneny territory by this means was far less than the
number brought out of the Balkane on regular S0 sorties. In May 1944,
for example, special duty aircraft of MAAF evacuated only 61 personnel
of Force 266, two RAT officers, an OSS orfizgr. and 32 migcellaneous

personnel.

Bontdne Evacuation from the Ballans

The principal reason for evacuation of Partisans from the Balkans
was the inability of guerrilla forces to care properly for their wounded
and to protect women and children threatened with extermination by German
and Ustachi forces, Hocpitalnfacilitioe were not availanle in the
mountainous and sparsely inhabpited areas under Partisan control, nor did
the loosely organized patriots have the means to establish such facilities.
Partisans who fell into German hands‘almost invariably suffered torture
and death for their "treasonable" acts in fignting the invaders. Allied
alrmen, forced to abandon their planes over the Balkans, also made their
way to Partisan and Cetnik headquarters, thus creating another problem
which demanded eolution.26

Although more or less regular evacuation missions did not begin
until April 1944, Advance Force 133 attempted to organlze them earlier.
Cn 2 February this agency reported that Partisans near Berane urgently
needed about four tons of arms and ammunition, and that there were four

British lialsén officers (BLO'g) and 60 wounded Partieans who should be

| e
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evacuated. Force 133 suggested that two DC-3's of 267 Squadron {(RAF)
should land at Berane about § February, with aﬁ escort from 242 Growp
(RAF).27 But the commander of 242 Group insisted that nerane wae
beyond escort range and he did not have resources to accept the commit-
ment, 28 Thereupon, MAAF announced that at present transport aircraft
could not be used for evacuating wounded Partisans and that fighters
could not be spared to escort daylight missione.zg

Apparently the RAF, and the two Russian C-47'e that brought the
Vighinsky Mission to Italy, began Partisan evacuation in March 1944,
During the week of 22-28 March, the Russians flew two sorties to Yugo-
slavia to land supplies. An RAF officer who landed near Berane in the
_fame week offered to carry out some wounded Partisans, but the Yugosglavs
preferred to be evacuéted by Ruseians, who would treat them better!'S0
Apparently, too, the landing ground at Medeno Polje had been in use
since about the middle of February and other etrips had been prepared
as early as January.sl

Ihe practice of evacuating wounded Partisans and other personnel
was well established by the end of April. Capts. Karl Y. Benson and
Floyd L. Turner, of the 60th Troop Carrier Group, are credited with
having initiated operations to Medeno Polje on the night of 2/3 April
1944, The two planes took out 36 evacuees, most of them wounded
Partisans.32 By the end of the month 15 transports had landed and
evacuated 168 personnel, among vwnom were members of the Maclean Mission

and a Yugoslav delegation to MAAF, Thege operations, known as PLAINDEALER

L
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were 80 successful that MAAF gent a flylng control and unloading party--
forerunner of the BATS--to operate the Medeno Polje field for more fre-

z
quent service.°S

Successful transport landings in Yugoslavia increased by 400 per
cent in May as compared with 4April, There were 60 completed sorties
which evacuated 1,098 persons, 777 of whom were wounded Partisana.34
4All out 37 of the evacuees were brought out by the 60th Iroop Carrier
Group. (See App. 12.) Although statistics are incomplete, the total
nunber of persons evacuated from the Balkans in the period 1 April 1944
to 30 April 1945 wae about 19,000.°® 0f tnis number, almost 9,300 were
evacuated by the 60th Iroop Carrier Group between 1 April and 30 September
1944, 36 Most of the Balkan evacuation sorties after October 1944 were
flown by the RAF, since after that date the major effort of AAF C-47's
was directed to north Italy. Tne importance of evacuation to Tito is
indicated by tne record for August and September 1544. Ip these two
monthse, in 532 attempts by all units, there were 418 successful landings,
which evacuated 4,102 wounded Partisans,S? IEnemy attempts to interfere
with tnis work had reduced the August landings to about two-thirds of
those in July.38 The total number of persons evacuated from the Balkang
and Lialy fell off considerably during the winter of 1944-45 but in-
creased in the spring.39

Landing sorties were far more interestin;\ZLd dangerous than routine
supply drops. Capt. Homer I, Moore, 28th Troop Carrier Squadron, won

the DFC for his exploit on the night of 3/4 June 1944, His target
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¥as a crude strip in the bottor of a narrow valley surrounded by 309-
foot hills. Captain Moore let down successfully through a thiek over-
cast, delivered his supplies, and carried 22 wounded Partisans to
Italy. 40 4 few nights later, on 8/9 June, Capt. Howard A. Colliver,
11th Troop Carrier Squadron, landed on a soft field in Croatia. A t:oam
of oxen was required to free the plane from the mud and dawvn was apprbach—
ing when the C-47 was again on firm ground, but Captain Colliver camou~
flaged the plane. During the day he hid in the hills with his crew.
That night, with 31 Partisans aboard, he took off succoui'u.‘l.ly.u
Partisans at a field in Montenegro guided Maj. Joseph T, Wimsatt, 12th
Troop Carrier Squadron, into a bomb crater. Unable to take off with a
bent propeller and a damaged wing tip, Major Wimsatt _new back to Italy
in another C-47, returned the next night with a new pPropeller, and flew
8is plene back to base.’’ On tne nignt of 7/8 Jwiy, 24 Lt. Rovert K.
Cook, 10th Troop Carrier Squadron, lost an engine at 10,000 feet when
he was flying 22 vou.ixded Partisans to Italy. Lieutenant Cook set course
1or the island of Vis, and, his fuel almost exhausted, crash-landed
without injuring his p».ueng'ers.‘lIa Lt. Harold E. Donchue, 28th Troop
Carrier Squadron, set some sort of a record on 3 July when he carried

66 Yugoslav orphans and three adults to Italy in his 0-47.44

large-Scale Evacuations Reguegted Ly Marshal Tito
On at least three occasions special duty aircraft responded to

urgent calls from Marshal Tito for mags evacuations. ''he first of these

occurred in comnection with the so-called seventh German offensive in

v,
r
&
e
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Yugoslavia, a drive uniéh nearly succeeded in its attempt to capture
Tito and his staff.

v
Tnis offensive opened on 25 May 1944 with drives from Bihac through

Petrovac, south from Jajce and from Banjaluka, and north from Livno.45'
(S8ee Map 7.) For several weeks the enemy had been massing troops at
strategic locations and had carried out local attacks in preparation
for what was intended to be the final stroke against Tito in western
Bosnia.‘s Tito's headquarters were located in a ravine north of the
mountain village of Drvar. The Russian mission was bivouacked about a
mile to the northwest, the Britieh mission was in a ravine about two
miles to the south, and an American weather detachment was just west of

the toun.47

Drvar'uas a splendid prize for the Germans who were,
probably, well 1nf6rmed about the concentration of Allied and Partisan
leaders in the area.48 Intensive enemy alr reconnaissance on 24 May
aroused Tito's suspilcions, and he moved a part of his headquarters
back into the mountains.49 At about 0430 on 25 May the Germans hit
Drvar with a dive-bombing attack, then dropped paratroopers and landed
§}3§ers. About two battalions of enemy troops and 100 planes were in-
volved, against which the Partisans could marshal less than 1,000 men.
Tito and the forelgn missions fled to the hills, so successfully that
only one American officer and a cameraman were reported missing, Tito's
men held out on the 25th and reported the attack liquidated on the

morning of 26 May; but that afternoon a German armored column from

Petrovac and additional infantry joined the attack. Partisans in
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surrounding areas could give no ald to Drvar, nor did Allied fighters
appear on the critical days.so In their flight froﬁ Drvar the Partisans
had been unadble to take their supplies with them, but this shortage
was remedied in part on the night of 25/26 May when C-47's dropped
supplies at Drvar, and three nignte later when an additional 60 tons
were d.ropped.s1 In response to Tito's Plea for aid, MAAT flew nearly
1,000 bomber and fighter sorties to attack enemy concentrations, shipping,
dumps, and transport from 25 to 31 May.sz This activity, while not
directed againet Drvar itself where battle lines were confused, made a
strong impression on the Partisans, enavled tnem to collect supplies
that had been dropped, and raised 4nglo-American prestige almost as high
as that of the Russiane.53 While the Germans were Pressing their gearch
for Tito, some 4,000 Allied and Partisan troops raided the island of
Brac to create a diversions4 and 334 Wing hurriedly prepared to evacuate
Tito and the foreign missions.

By 1 June Tito's party was loosely encircled in the Prekaja
Mountains, but the main group escaped to Kupresko Polje about dusgk on
3 June. No. 2 BATS varty had prepared an emergency strip and C-47'g
were on their way even before Tito's rarty had assembled. A Russian
transport from Bari landed at 2200, took on Tito and other important
officers, delivered them safely at Bari, and returned for another load,
Three C-47's of the 60th Troop Carrier Grouvo took out 74 persons on
the same night, On the following night seven more C-47'g took out the
rest of Tito's staff, and on the night of 5/6 June, elx AAF C-47'g

evacuated 118 recently wounded Partisans. The Germans captured the
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strip a few hours after thkis last evacuation,55 but by that time the
crisis was over. American and Rugsian C~47'g attached to 334 Wipg had
saved Titoiand the forelsm miesions from almost certain capture.

The German offensive in the Drvar area failed to achieve itg ob-
Jective, and Partisan counterattacks recovered much of tne lost ground,
Nazi interest then shif'ted to iiontenegro, where the friquggg st
Mountain Divisions launched an attack agalnet the Partisan 24 Corps
headquarters in July. The pat-icts lost Andrijevica, Kolasin, and
Serane, reverses whicn enabled the Sazie to begin occupation of the
liberated area west of the Plevlja-iiksic road. Eeav, casualties arxong
the Partisane caused 3ritish liaison officers to request preparation of

& landing ground for evacuation of the wounded. Casuslties assenvled

while a BATS party nrepared the strip for operations; but enery artillery

fire fell on the landing ground before it could oe used. The wounded,
now numbering more than 800, were sent on a four-day march te Brezna, 10
mlles north of Niksic. Enemy nlanee bomved anc strafed the part, , dut
losses were elight. At Rrezns the patriots cleared cornfields to make
an emergency landing ground, wnick was ready on 21 August. 3y thie time
the enemy was closing in rapidly, anc Partisan leaders fearec that the:
could not hold tke area for more than two dars. On tue edre of thieg
strin were shells o7 houses where women anc children had been burned

to death in 1943 and the graves wnere they were buried, reminders to

the hundreds of wounded and exnausted rartisans of vhat lzy anead for

any patriots captured by the Xazig. O
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Liaison officers ;t ﬁreznu gent urgent redic TELLLTRT Lo tie LAY
on 21 August requesting immediate aild in sBurplier ¢ evacustion of the
wounded. At first, pleeding prior commitments, =:T —eiucnd tn sené aid
Défore 23 August., Thie decision fortunitel:r was chanred, ond or the
morning of 22 August,lakotas of 267 Squad:ior (BA}) .“ev 1o Zrezns wvitn
an escort of 1€ Mustange and Spitiires anc evacuated 215 o< ine ser:ously
wounded., The transports were on the ground 27 rminuter, : <. :e trnt
could have been reduced had 1t not been for cowardly venavior T
Italiane of the Garibaldi Iivision, who h-d to e frrce. -»u- the
Planes. Then two Spitfires circled over thre fTriy drom iy mecsefes
vith tre information tzzt 24 mecre C-4/'s were o wneir vay.FT “hese
planes were from the 6Cth Troop Clarrier Greour, eccr sgundrer:icof waieh
sent out six C-47's. The firat scuacrop lanced e~rl: ir the afternoon,
and by night tre 24 C-47's had takez out 705 wourdes rortlszre ané 16
Allled flyers. ZEacr of the flignte was escorted 0y llustance and Spit-
fires.56 The experience of tne 2oth Troop Carrier Squacror was tyrical
of the group's work. Led by the squadron coumander. cart, Zarry w.
husman, six C-47's took off from Brindisi ir two elemenie ~f tnree planes
each at 1607 and landed on the Brezna fleld et 1740, After Cischarging
a 3ritisn surgeon end a ton of food, they loaded 151 wounced and toolk
off at 1755, proceeded to Bari to deliver their passensers, anc were
vack at Brindisi by 2105.59 The PAF and AAT toretner evacunted 240

versons during tne day. The Pussian Air Group, on the nisnt of 22/23

August, drougnt out 138 wounded Partisane froz Brezna, relecinz the
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total number of evacuees tb 1,078, and of this number all but 19 were
‘wounded Partisans, Thig was the largest operation of its kind undertaken
in the Barkane until March 1945. The Partisan commander, relieved of
nis ourden of casualties and resupplied with arms, ammunition, and food,
was able to resume the offensive. haviﬁg falled to achieve their ob-
Jective, tne enemy withdrew from the area within a fortnignt.eo

The next large-scale evacuation, known as Operation JUNN, took
place on 25-26 March 1945. larshal Tito requested on 21 March that
about 2,000 refugees, in danger of annihilation by the retreating
Germans, be evacuated from an area northeast of Fiume. At thisg time
the only AAF unit at Brindisi was thne S51st Troop Carrier Squadron,
commanded by Maj., Bruce C, Dunn. . The BAF Plan wasg for tne 518t Squadron
to base 15 C-47'g (on; & supply plane) at Zemonico ailrdrome, Zara, and
fly shuttle missions to tne landing strir (PICCADILLY LOFE "aAM) wnien
was located about midway between Flume and Zagreb. (See Man 8.)61
When tne landing strip was ready on 24 larch, Partiesn troops were
fighting at a river only taree miles away. The first C-4/'s arrived
on the PICCADILLY strip at 0950 on 25 larch. Two missions of 24 sorties
evacuated 788 adults anéd enildren during the day and landed nearly
95,000 1vs. of supplies. Ap eneny bombing attack that nignt falled to
damage the field. On tne next day, wnile weather became progressively
worse, tnree missions were flown from Zdara, 1,253 persons were taken out,
and 142,000 1os. of supplies delivered. Elegnt Spitfiree vased at Zemonico

escorted all missions. A German bowmbing attack on tune night of 2/
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March damaged the field so severely that further operations were im.
possible.52 Again the Partisane had been relieved of burdensome
refugees. Operation DUNN completed a 12-month pPeriod in which AAF,
RAF, Dominion, and Russian airmen had rescued well over 11,000 Yugo-

slav refugees and caaualtiee.s3

mumu‘.{mu

One of tne Principal problems facing MAAF wag the evacuation of
Allied aircrews from the Balkane. These men were survivors wno had
pParachuted or crashed while over enemy territory on combat misgions.

The problem was especially acute through most of 1944, when heavy air
strikes were made on sucn targets as Ploesti, Klagenlfurt, Sofia, and

other objectives in or near the Balkans. Cetniks and Partisans aided
alrcrews who escaped capture--fed them and tended to tneir wounds ag

well as possible, and frequently gave tnem assistance in reaching the
Adriatic coast, where they could be rescued by small surface craft or
make tneir way in fisning voats to the Italian coast apove Bari or to
tne island of Vig,

Very 1ittle could be done to rescue airmen wuntil after the air
forces nad moved to Italy. Then, from September to Decemver 1943 tne
Fifteenth Air Force processed 16; evaders wno had made their way back
to base. During tne next five months more than 385 evaders were brougnt
back, most of tnem in April and May.64 Tnis great increasge in tne spring
of 1944 was a direct result of landing operations by special duty

aircraft,
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Until June 1944 escape and evasion had been the responsivility of
'A-2 subsections in the Twelfth and Tiftoenth Alr Forces, but actual
rescue work was left mainly to clande:jine organizations behind the
enemy lines. Cnief of these was "A" Force, a British agency formed
in 1940 to rescue troope from Greece. This unit later became a perma-
nent Middle East organization and expanded its operations to Slelly,
Italy, and the Balkans. Other Allled agencies in the Salkans, particu-
larly Force 266 and the Anglo-American Military ission to the Yugoslav
Nationsl Army of Liberation (:L/M-ﬁ-i. also Maclean Mission) took an active
part in aiding escapers.ss The Maclean Mission, with its sub-nissions
to various Partisan unlts, gathered all the information possidle about
escapers and sent ald and guides to lead them to aagembly points for
evacuation. In Harch 1944 aircrews could be taken out from three land-
ing grounds which had been used by C-47's, and at least 21 flyers were
on their way overland to one of these fields at the end of March, while
35 more flyers had been located. The AAM. had spotted other fileldg
and used liaison aircraft 39 maintain communications among tham.es
American personnel of Company B, 2677th Regiment (Prov) of 0SS, were
attached to Force 266 (later Force 3959) and were stationed with
*ihallovich and Tito to aid in aircrew evacuation. Requests for evacua-
tion sorties originated with Force 266 or the 0SS company, were cleared
through Air Operations SOM and the BAF¥, and then assizned to BritiahA
or American special duty aquadrons.67

None of these Allied agencles in the Mediterraneen theater was

concerned solely with the recovery of aircrews. Recognizing the need
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Nathan F.
for such a unit, Maj.Gen,/'wining on 19 June 1944 recoumended the creation

~of an Aircrew Rescue Unit (ACRU) whose function would be to rescue aircrews

from Yugoslavia. General Ea:er apvroved the idea on 13 July and recommended

to General Wilson that a unit of 12 to 20 officers and men, including
medical personnel, be organized. Wilson approved in principle, with

the proviso that ACRU would coordinate with BAY, SOMTO, Force 399, and
the Maclean Mission. General :iaker, on 24 July, directed the Fifteenth
Alr Force to establish ACRU lio. 1, and General Norstad's directive of

31 July outlined its general organization and methods of operation. ACRU,
with headquarters at sarl, would call upon the 60th Troop Carrier Group
at Brindlsl to land on Yugoslav strips to evacuzte assembled aircrews.
Two ACRU field partlies, of six men each, were to be dispatched, one to
lihailovich and one to Tito. ACRU No. 1, headed by Col. George Xralgher,
was activated at the end of July and went to work immediately.

The first ACRU field party was dropped on the night of 2/3 August
in Cetnik territory about 55 miles south and slightly west of Belg:rade.69
About 100 American flyers, with various Russian, French, and British
fusitives, had assembled there in July. One of the Americans, Lt. T. X.
Oliver, had sent a message to Barl on 25 July:70

150 Yanks are in Yuég. some sick shoot us work horses, ask British

about job. Our challenge first letter b, bombardier name of Bob

of (Banana Xose Cenig Scarf) your verification first letter of

Chief Mug's name, color of fist on club wall, must refer to Shark

Squadron 459 Bomb Group for decoding. TKO callsign. 025888 Flat

Rate Five. Lug order.

Thie apparent glbberish, in reallty an ingenious code, caused ACRU to

send 1ts party in to prepare a strip for evacuation. On the night of
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9/10 August, four C-47's landed on the 1,700-foot strip, left supplies,
and took out 48 of the bersonnel most urgently in néed of aid. On the
following morning, 12 C-47'g of the 10th and 12th Troop Carrier Squadrons,
escorted by 465 P-5)'g, evacuated 220 men. Apparently all but 45/0f the
evacuees were Allied flyere.7l
Special duty aircrafi continued to evacuate Allied aircrews for
the duration of the war, but most of the work was in conjunction witn
regular supply missions. Most of the sorties were at night, although
some were flown by day with fighter escort. An example of the latter
occurred on 17 September 1944 when two C-47'g, 28th Troop Carrier
Squadron, flew to a 1,200-foot strip a few miles south of Belgrade and
evacuated 20 flyers and gix ground personnel.72 On another occasion,
S January 1945, three C-47's of the 51st Troop Carrier Squadron flew
about 350 miles to Sanski Most in northern Yugoslavia with an escort of
nine Mustangs. They took out 66 flyers, all but one of whom were
Americans, from a 8now-covered field.73
The following sumnmaries, whije perhape not entirely accurate,

indlcate the cwnlative importance of aircrew evacuations and afford

& comparison among three classes of personnel evacuated by special duty

alrcraft frouw the Balkang.
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EVACUATIONS FROM YUGOSLAVIA AND GREECE, AUGUST-KOVEMBER 1944n

2o, of landings
Month Attempted Successful Allied Wounded Othere Totals
August 261 26 479 2,321 626 3,426
September 309 253 163 1,812 1,044 3,009
Octoberd 248 230 1656 200 668 1,033
November 135 135 59 102 234 395
TOTALS 953 833 866 4,435 2,572 7,863

&. Oomplled from Hq. MAAF, Special Operations, Monthly Reports Nos. 5-8,
in History, MAAF, XXXV,
b. Includes landings in Greece in comnection with the British occupation.

EVACUATIONS FROM YUGOSLAVIA AND ALBANIA, JANUARY-APRIL 19458

a0, of landings
Month Attempted Successful Allied Wounded Others Totals
January 87 85 106 174 98 378
February 117 110 116 40 730 886
March 136 ) 100 &7 25 783 1,055
April 114 112 31 1.266 22 1.319
TOTALS 454 407 310 1,695 1,633 3,638

8. Compiled from Hq. MAAF, Special Operations, Monthly Reporte Nos. 10-13,
in History, MAAF, XXXV,

Alrcrew evacuation by all agencies in the Mediterranean theater
reached a peak in September 1944, although August was the heaviest month
for epecial duty aircraft, In September alone, 1,135 Americans were
evacuated from Rumania by B-17's in Operation BE(%ION. All dut 74 of
these were Fifteenth Air Force flyere who had been lost over Rumanta
during the Ploestl attacks. Likewise in Septemher, nearly 300 Allled
flyers were rescued from Bulgaria by B—17'3.74 By 1 October 1944, 2,694
Allied flyers had been rescued from the Balkans. Of this number, 1,088

came from Yugoslavia, 46 from Greece, and 11 from Albania in special

.
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" auty aircraft. OCetnik territory inm Yugoslavia ylelded 356 flyers,

and Partisan territory gave up 732.75 Ivacuation by air from northern
Italy was on & minor scale. The Escape and Evaders Section of the
Twelfth Air Force dropped supplies from a B-25 during the period
December 1944 to May 1945 and flew out 35 airmmen from secret landing

stripl.76

Infiltration and evacuation sorties were phases of special opera-
tions that had almost equal importance for the Allies and the resistance
movements. The availability of special duty aircraft to execute these
secret missions guaranteed constant liaison between Allied agencies and
patriots in many countries. ZXvacuation sorties to the German-occupied
countries of western Zurope had little significance until after the
enemy had been driyen back toward the Rhine: but in the BalkAna such
nisgsions figured prominently in Partisan success. Mass evacuations of
wounded Partieans from Yugoslavia, and the spectacular rescue of their
leader from a German trap, saved the followers of Marshal Tito from what
threatened to be a major disaster. Aid to the Yugoslav Partisans and
the maintenance of friendly relations with Mihailovich were small prices
to pay for the retyrn of hundreds of Allied flyers who were forced to

abandon their planes over the Balkans.




_ Chapter VII v
LEAFLET OPERATIONS FROM THS UNIYED KINGDOM AND ITALY

Dropping propagands leaflets by alrcraft was one of the more effec-
tive means of waging psychological warfare during World War II. This
method of delivering messages, information, and propaganda to friemd
and foe in enemy-occupied areas was used in every theater with coneidéra-
ble success; but western Europe, with its many large centers of popula-
tion and its concentrations of Axis troops, promised the greatest returns
from this activity. Allied leaflet operations were initiated by the
British early in the war, Britieh artillery fired special leaflet
shells into enemy positions, and British aircraft dropped the propaganda
in the course of regular missions. In every area of the Buropean theater,
from North Africa to northern Norway, from the Channel Isglands to eastern
Germany, from Pantelleria to Yugoslavia, Allled alrcraft flew thousands
of sorties to drop billions of leaflete. The British, skilled in the
coinage of military slang, called these leafleta nickels," and the

process of delivering theu by alrcraft became known as "nickeling.,"

Exroduction and ILvpes af Propaganda Leaflets

Civilian agercies wore responsible for leaflet production in
England before the Lormandy invasion. Two American agencies, the
Office of War Information (OWI) and the Ofyf;e of Strategic Services

(0SS), cooperated with the British Political Intelligence Department
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(PID) in this work. After D-day, when tactical and strategic factors
were even more important than political consideratiohs. most of the leaf-
lete were produced by the Psychological Warfare Divisgion of Supreme Heapd-
quarters, Allied Expeditionary Forces (PWD SHAEF), wnich was a special
section of General Elsenhower's staff commanded by Brig. Gen. Robert A.
McClure., Ci:}lian agencies acted in an advisory capacity to PWD SHAEF
and a PID-0SS editorij} team continued to produce the German-language
newspaper Nachrichten. The Leaflet Section of PWD had its own writing
team, controlled the operations of the Special Leaflet Squadron, and

had a pocking and trucking unit to service Britain-based aireraft with
packages of leaflets and packed leaflet bonbe. (See Chart 1 ou following
page. )}

Many types of nickels were used in psychological warfare. Clagsi-
fied according to general purpose, there were strategic and tactical
leaflets. Strategic leaflets dropped before D-day were intended to
weaken the will of the German People to resist, and to raire morale in
conquered nations, After D-day, this type of leaflet was used to deliver
the Supreme Commander's communications to civilian pOpulations.vto
provide accurate and contemporary news of the campaign, and to gulde
widely spread subversive activities behind thelenemy's lines. Before
D-day, 43 per cent of the strategic leaflets weﬁqto France, 7 per cent
to the Low Countries, and mogt of the remainder to Cermany; after D.day,

90 per cent of the strategic leaflets were dropped over Germany, and the

2
remainder fell to the French, Belgians, and Dutch.
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Newspapers, generally of tw§ or four printed pages, made up a large
part of the strategic leaflets. The Dutch regularly received coples
of Da Miegsnde Hollander, edited in London by J. de Jong; German
civilians and troops were showered with coples of Nechrichten fr dds
Trugpe. a single sheet of two pages whicn developed into a four-page
publication. Distribution of Nachrichien began on 25 April 1944 and
continued until the enemy capitulated. This paper, designed originally
as a tactical sheet to undermine the German soldier's falth in his
leaders and to convince him that defeat was 1nevitable.v’erved a long-
range strategic purpose as vell.3 The pamphlet-magazine Accord, an
illustrated monthly review in Frencd} received wide distribution over
France. Excellently illustrated, this clearly printed magazine carried
articles and pictures describing the progreses of the war, inspirational
messages to the Underground, accounte of Partisan activities in other
countries, and human-interest storiea.4 A four-page leaflet, bearing
the royal seal in crimson and gold, was issued by the Norweglan nign
Command to instruct liorweglans on what to do in tne coming liberation.5

Many of the strateglic leaflets were small single sheets which bore
prief but pointed messages. One, bearing the title "Die Amerikaner haven
sich nicht geandert" (The Americane have not changed), warned German
civilians that the Americans would expect qulet and order and would root
out war criminals, fanatices, and Nazi swindlers. Another asked "Hat der
Fuhrer das gewollt?® (Has the Fihrer willed wholesale deatn, destruction,

and misery?!) The implication that, if he had not so willed, there was
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1.6l gy,
Nr. 365. Montag,
16. April 1945

‘ US-Pazer in Halle,

Chemnitz und Dessau

Westkeil zerreisst
Nord-S&d-Verbindung

l "SA-PANZER sind in Chemmnitz, Dessau und

-~ Halle cingedrungen, haben den Stadtrand von
Leiprig erreicht und westlich L.eipzig Leuna mitsami
den Freibstoffwerhen und den anderen chemischen
Anlagen der 1G-Farben besetzt.

Mit dem Durchbruch nach ( ‘hemnitz haben die Alliicrten dic
fetzten \urd-.\ud-\'c-rhindungm im unbesetsten Reichsgebict
unterbrochen.  Dice beiden Hilften des Reichs im Norden und
Suden hangen jetst pur noch durch Unnege uber das Pro-
tehtorat zusammen.
< Auch diese Verhindungen snd Jetzt bedroht. Amcri-
haniche Panse:spitgeen drmeen berents beiderseits Chemmity
werer m Richtuny Diresden vor, das letzte Bindeghed 2w ischen
der Rowhshaopiaadt und Pray
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less reason to go on fighting was a subtle way to undermine morale.
Other strategic leaflets appealed to the workers to give up the useless
" struggle and urged inhaoitants of the Ruhr and Rhine cities to impede
the progrese of a loet uar.6

Tactical lﬁaflets also took the form of newgpapers and small hand-
bills. JEronipost, a weekly semitactical newspaper produced by Twelfth
Arny Grouwp, was disseminated by fighter-bombers and mediums from conti-
nental bases. An abridged version, Faldpost, was delivered by artillery
shells. Frontbrief, a Seventh Army weekly newspaper, was also fired by
artillery to‘fill in the propaganda gap when the Special lLeaflet Squadron
could not service the southern French front. These newspapers may be
classified asg general tactical leaflets, since they were used with good
effect in static situations, emphasized the surrender theme, and docu-
mented Allied successes. Other general tactical leaflets explolted
specific achievements in mobile situations: the Normandy invasion, assault
on the West Wall, failure of Von Rundstedt's counteroffensive, and cross-
ing the Rhine. Loecal tactical leaflets, designed to serve a temporary
situation, were disseminated largely by artillery and fighter-bombers:;
but heavy bombers occasionally were called on to do the Job‘when enemy
units were widely scattered and difficult to Pinpoint, or wien fighter-
bombers were not available.7

There were three basic tactical leaflets. Most important was the
WPassiersch;;n" (Safe conduct), which was introduced early in July 1944.

Effective from the beginning, this passport to a prisoner-of-war cage

i
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vent through three revisions. A second basic leaflet, "One minute which

T&y save your 11fe," was introduced in August 1944 and emphasized the

futility of continued resistance. The third of these basic niéiels.

*Thie is how your comrades fared,"” was a series of pictures with simple

captions 1llustrating steps in prisoner-of-war Processing and care.
Leaflets dropped by aireraft over Italy and the Balkans were similar

to those delivered to western Burope. There was a greater emphasis

upon strategic leaflets for the Balkans, where Burope's most effective

Partisan force operated in Tugoslavia and where opportunities for tactical

leafleting were severely limited. 'The Principal purposes were to inform

isolated peoples of the march of events, to counteract enemy propaganda,

9
and to maintain morale. The Spldaten Nachricnten, distrivuted in the

Mediterranean theater, was similar to the Nachrighten fr die Trumpe.
Among strategic leaflets dropped over ltaly after the Salerno invasion

were those that urged the preservation of art treasures, informed enemy
soldiers of Allied successes on other fronts, and encouraged and directed

10
Italian Partisans in works of sabotage.

mmwmmm

Under ideal conditions, leaflet operations would use various methods
for distribution: artillery for pinpointing local tactical leaflets:
fighter-bombers for targets beyond artillery range; medium bombers for
close-in strategic and semitactical leaflets; and heavy bombers for
strategic leaflets far behind the lines.ll Conditions rarely exisgted

where this doctrine could be followed exactly, although there were
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Periods in Italy while the lines were static when distribution "by the
book"” was possible., In dropping leaflets over en§m¥-°°°“P1°d areas in
which military operations were primarily of a guerrilla nature, as in
the Balkans and western Europe before D-day, heavy bombers and Planes
engaged in supplying partisan groups proved to be the best means of
distribution. Medium bombers of the Ninth Air Force were used for a
few weeks after D-day, but these operations ceased when the mediums
moved to the continent.12

The Special Leaflet Squadron of the Elghth Air Force was the most
effective leaflet carrier for PWD SHAEF. This squadron, "the only air
force unit wnich was permanently and directly under the operational
control of a paychological warfare organization," enabled PWD o direct
leaflets to targets where the& were needed most, to address messages
to the people of a certain town or area, and to distribute leaflets over
the areas for which they were intended, 13 (See Chart 2,)

The Special Leaflet Squadron entered the European theater in 1942
as the 4224 Bomb Squadron (H), 205th Bomb Group and flew ite first day-
light bombing mission on 22 Kovember of that year from the base at
Grafton-Underwood. The squadron moved to Chelveston early in September
1943 and carried on night bomdbing missions with the RAF from that base.
This exberience caused the 4224 to be earmarked for night leaflet
missions, a type of operation which it began on 7/8 October 1943, 14
The 4224 Bomb Squadron, commanded by Lt. Col. Earle J. Aber, Jr..15

remained at Chelveston until 25 June 1944, when it moved to Cheddington.

-
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From PWD SHAEF, "Leaflet Operations, Western European Theater."
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Because of the special operations carried on by the 4223 Squadron, the
305th Bomb Group had only three squadrons available for regular bombing
missions. An Eighth Alr Force reorgani zation took place in June 1944
which resulted in Placing all units engaged in special operations under
the VIII Air Force Cﬁmposite Command. Ae a part of thig reorgani zation,
the 858th Squadron of the 2d Bomd Division was transferred on 13 June,
with a few of 1ite bersonnel as a cadre, to the composite command, The
rest of the personnel, as well as planes (B-17's) and equipment, for the
858th Bomb Squadron came in part from the 4224 Bomd Squadrc'm.16 On

24 June, 67 officers and 166 enlisted men were transferred from the 4224
to the 858th Squadron, and new Crewe were assigned to build the 4223 up
to full strength as g bombing pnit.l7 This change took place with no
interruption iz night leaflet missions. The Special Leaflet Squadron
continued to operate as the 858th until 11 August 1944, At this time
the 4924 Bomd Group was being formed from the CAHPETBAGGER and other
units, and the Special leaflet Squadron changed numbers with the 406th
Bomb Squadron.18 Thus, the squadron numbef 406, which had been borne

by one of the two original Carpetbaggers, now became the Special Leaflet
Squadron. The change, agrin, was largely a paper transaction. No further
changes in designation occurred, although on 7 October 1944 the 406th
was placed uﬁder the VILI Fighter Commangl® without a change of station,
and then on 30 December 1944 it wae relieved from this assignment and
Dplaced directly under the 1lst Bomd Diviaion.ao A fina) change in station

occurred on 15-16 March 1945, when the 406th moved to Harrington.21

|
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Bombers of the Bighth Air Force were regularly used to drop leaflets

on thelr combat missions to supplement the Special Leaflet Squadron's

-vork and to reach the more distant targets. This practice began a few

months after the Special Leaflet Squadron entered the theater. A direc-
tive of 22 February 1944 Placing heavy bombers at the disposal of PWD
SHAEF was modified at the end of April to confine dayiight leaflet
dropping to the 91st, 305th, 306th, 351st, and 397th Bombd Groups of the
18t Ailr Divigion. On every mission to Germany, two Planes from each of
these groups were to be fully loaded with leaflet containera.zz (See
Aéps. 17 and 18.) The number was reduced to one plane per group on
22 May.23 Another change occurred in June when USSTAF directed the
Eighth Air Force to asslgn two aircraft in each of sgix groups to leaflet
work.34 In responsc to this order, General Doolittle &irected the
following groups, two from each bomb division, to provide the aircraft:
1st Bomb Division: 91st Bomb Group, 1st Combat Wing
306th Bomb Group, 40th Combat Wing
24 Bomb Division: 445th Bomb Group, 2d Combat Wing
4918t Bomdb Groun, 95th Combat Wing
3d Bomd Division: 447th Bomd Group, 4th Combat Wing

487th Bomd Group, 924 Combat Wing
Leaflets were to be dropped on suggested targets, en route tovor from
the combat targets. A1l responsibility for delivering and loading paciced
leaflet bombs and the designation of targets remained with PWD SHAEF.25
The leafleting program was intensified further in November 1944 when the
1st Bomd Division attached seven crews of the 856th Bomb Squadron to the
406th Bombd Squadron for night missions from Cheddington. All but three of

these crews were back with their rarent unit at the end of the month, 26

TR ram— ..
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There was no special leaflet squadron in the Mediterranean theater.
Distridution of nickels was assigned to C-47's on supply missions, to
bombers on day and night attacks, and to lighter aircraft on tactiocal
missions. The Psychological Warfare Executive (PWE) at first coordinated
its requests for leaflet drops with Advance Force 133.27 and then with
S0MTO, 334 Wing, and the Strateglc Air Force. Each C-47 on a supply
mission generally carried 150 1bs. of nickels to be dropped some distance
away from the DZ scheduled to receive supplios.za The heavy bombers,
B-17's and B-24's of the 2641st Special Group, normally carried 250 1bs.
of leafleta.zg Comparatively few of the C-47 sorties were flown ex-
clusively for nickeling purposes. In November 1944, for example, the
7th and 5lst Troop Carrier Squadrons flew only 11 ebrties exclusively
devoted to leaflet.ﬁistribution. The weight of nickela‘carried on such
sorties was 4,000 to 4,500 lbs.ao The 205 Bomb Group (RAF) alsgo flew

several leafleting sorties, both by day and by night.

Wu&ﬂnm

The earliest method of leaflet distribution, and the one used most
extensively in the Mediterranean theater, consisted of throwing broken
bundles.from.windovs. doors, or bomb bays. Tnis method was used by
B-24's of the 406th Bomb Squadron when it started leaflet ovperations
from the United Kingdom in October 1943. The nickels, picked up by the
armful, were dropped through open bomb bays at an altitude of 30,000
feet or more.31 RAY bombers released leaflets tarough flare chutes.

Neitner method was satlisfactory, since the light pieces of paver often
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drifted a considerable distance before reaching the ground..32 In the
firet leaflet raids on Paris, pilots of B-17's and B-24's tnrew out
leaflets wnen the planes were 75 miles away from the city, ®"hoping that
the wind would carry them more or less in the direction of the capital,
Very often the leaflets would go all the way to Italy 1natead."33
A slight improvement came when leaflet bundles were placed in crude
boxes and released through a trap door attached to a bomb shackle. Each
B-24 carried two boxes which contained a total of 100 standard-size
leaflet bundles. Some bundles were equipped with an aneroid fuze which
was set to break up the pvackage at 6,000 feet, but nearly all of them
actually broke within a thousand feet of the Plane. Other bundles were
tied with cords end failed to break until strikdng the ground.34

The prodblem of more efficieﬁt dlstrioution of leaflets over a target
attracted the attention of Capt. James L. Monroe, Armament Officer of the
4224 Bomb Squadron. His experiments resulted in the invention of the
"Bomb, Propaganda, T-1," which was first tested on 21 January 1944.35
The new bomb was a cylinder, 60 inches long and 18 inches in diameter,
constructed of laminatéd wax paper and fitted with a barometric nose
fuze. This fuze functioned at altitudes of 1,000 to 2,000 feet and
ienited a primer cord whicn destroyed the contalner (with practically no
damage to 1ts contents) and released the leaflets. Each bomb could hold
about 80,000 leaflet units which would be scattered over an area of

36 The modified bomber used b, Special Leaflet

about one square mile.
Squadron carried 12 of the bombs on its racks, while the regular bomber

held 10. On regular bombing missions, when the Eighth Air Force sent
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out 12 B~24'e loaded with leaflet bombs, a maximum of 9,600,000 leafle ts
could be carried.37 The T-1 bomb'was in mass prodﬁction by April 1944
at Melchbourne, where the ahsembly line turned out 100 cases per day,
The finished bomb cases were loaded with leaflets at Sharnbrook.38

Some time later, apparently in June or July 1944, the T-3 leaflet bomb
came into use for fighter-bombers., This was a converted metal flare case,
50 inches long and 8 inches in diameter, which had a streamlined noge
and a tail fin, The T-3 operated either with an American clockwork fuze
or a British barometric fuze. Each of these sn2ller bombs held 15:000
leaflet units. Fighter-bombers carried up to nine T-3 bombs, and mediumg
could carry 20,39

Leaflet operations in the United Kingdom fell into three categories

according to the degree of urgency involved. "Routine" migsions dropped

French, Belglan, Dutch, German, and Norwegian pamphlets and newspavers.

These leaflets were delivered to Sharnbrook, loaded into bomb cases,

eand then distributed to air force stations, "Routine rush" missions
dropped the daily newspaper to German troops. Partly lbaded bombs for
such missions went from Sharnbrook to Chelveston, where the newspapers
were delivered and the loading completed. "Rush" missions called for
the delivery of special leaflets over a particular target, Each station

likely to participate was supplied with 20 ermiy containers, which were

loaded at the station.4o

mmmmmmnmmnm

In descriding leaflet dropping in any theater one 1¢ forced by the
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very nature of the work to have recourse to statistics: numbers of
leaflets."ﬁons of leaflets, numbers of sorties, and sé on. The result
leads inevitably to the general impression that the Allies dropped a
tremendous weight of printed Propaganda. Most of the work, especlally
that part of it which was carried on at night, was routine in nature and
relatively devoid of any excitement other than the danger which was
characteristic of all missions over enemy territory. Uncertainty was
always present, of course; but pilote of planes bearing nickels, like
those carrying supplies to the resistance groups, were primarily con-
cerned with delivering their loads and avolding combat., The planes flew
high, avoided concentrations of antialreraft fire, and were not required
to take the rigks that accompanied bombers bent on destroying elther
emall or large targets. Losses, therefore, were light. The Special
Leaflet Squadron in flying 2,302 credit sorties, that is, sorties that
reached enemy territory, lost 3 aireraft in action, suffered severe
damage to 5, had 16 or 18 men killed, 11 missing, and 11 or 14 wounded.
Three enemy aircraft were destroyed and one was claimed asg damaged, The
first plane went down in July 1944, the second in October, and the
third in January 1945. This record, for 19 monthe of operations, was
little short of miraculous. (See App. 20.)
Nickeling activities from the United Kingdom began with a small

RAT mission over Kiel on the night of 3/4 September 1939. The program
gathered momentum as the war progressed, until by 6 June 1944, D-.day

for the Normandy invasion, British planes had dropped a total of
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2,151,000,000 leaflets over the Continent. In August 1943, the Eighth
Alr Yorce began to participate in this form of psydhological warfare

and by 6 June had dropped 599,000,000 leaflets over the Continent.

After the invasion of Normandy, Eighth Air Force leaflet operations far
surpassed those of the RAF. Heavy bombers on regular daylight missions
@istributed 1.176.000.290; the Special Leaflet Squadron on night migsions
dropped 1,577,000,000; and medium bombers of the Ninth Air Force added

(%4
82,000,000 to the total. The RAF at the same time was dropping 405,000,000,

Thus, AAF units dropped more than 57 per cent of the 5.9;;.000,000 leaf-
lets which were carried to the Continent throughout the war by Allied air-
craft based in the United Kingdom.41 (See Chart 3, on following page, and
App. 21A.) These statistice provide ample evidence of the rqle played
in psychological warfare by Allied aircraft from the Uni ted Kingdom.

The Special Leaflet Squadron, the 4224 of the 305th Bomd Group,
Pegan operations on the night of 7/8 October 1943 with a migsion of four
aircraft to Paris. Fifteen sorties were flown during the month to drop
propaganda on Paris, Rennes, Rouen, and Caen. By the end of December,
the squadron had completed 146 sorties and had drooped 44,840,000
leaflets. The missions varied in size from two to eight aircraft, the
average being slightly under five. Ixcept for three missions, all of
the targets lay in France, Belgium, and Holland. On the night of

30 November/l December, Krefeld and Opladen in Germany were nickeled,

and on 2/3 Decemver Planes showered more than 1,000,00C nickels on
42

Bremen, Oldenburg, and Hamburg.
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During the first quarter of 1944, the Special Leaflet Squadron

devoted most of itg efforts to France, where Paris, Rouen, Amieng,

Reims, Lille, Orleans, and Rennesg were especlally favored. Sorties

went as far south as Toulouse and southeast to Grenoble, and 35 cities
were "attacked" with leaflets.43 CARPETBAGGER and regular bomber squadrong
were likewlse engaged in nickeling and raised the total leaflet tonnage
%o 583 for the quarter. (See App. 19.)44 The 4224 Bomb Squadron ex-
tended the scope of itg operations considerably in April, although the
number of completed sorties was smaller than in March. On the night of
18/19 April, B-17'g using the T-1 leaflet bomb for the first time,
visited Oslo, Drammen, Sicien, Trondheim, Stavanger, and Bergen in
Norway. The number of cities nickeled per mission also 1nc;eased until
it was common for 1§ to 25 to be scheduled as targets for e five-plane
miasion.46 In May, the last full month of operations before D-day,
four of the leaflet droppers were attacked by eneny planes. The first
- attack, on the night of 3/4 May, resulted in no casualties or damage.46
Three nights later, an Me-110 and an FW-190 attacked one of the B-17'g
south of Louvain., Gunners on the B-17 claim to have destroyed the
FW-190; their own ship suffered severe damage, but none of the Crew was
wounded.47 Over Denmark on the night of 12/13 May, one of five Ba17tg
was attacked by a Ju-88, wnich was destroyed; but two of the crew vere
killed and three were wounded. The last attack was by two Ju-88's on
15/16 May, in wnich one of the crew was killed and three were wounded.
Three of these four attacks were suffered by Dina Mite, riloted by

48
Lt. Albert J. Kantor. Still, the Special Leaflet Squadron had not
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lost a plane in 537 gredit sorties over a period of elght months,

The Special Leaflet Squadron was, in a sense, the spearhead of the
Normandy invasion. Led by Colonel Aber, the 4224 was the first B.17
wit to fly over the beachheads to Normandy on D-day, Singly and un-
escorted, the planes dropped warning leaflets to the people of 17
villages and cities.49 That night the squadron set a new record when

12 B-17's nickeled 34 targets in France, Belgium, and the Netherlandl.so
Missions of eight to ten Planes were not uncommon in June, and by the
end of the month the Special Leaflet Squadron had set a record of 209.6
tons of leaflets dropped. This tonnage was more than double the May
figure and far surpassed the previous high of 146.3 tone delivered in
March. Deliveries by CARPETBAGGER Planee, amounting to 43,1 tons, also
set a nevw record for.the 452d Bomd Group, although the leaflet tonnage
dropped by bombers on regular missions was 50 tons less than in May.51
invasion of the Continent brought about a change in the propaganda
policy. Greater emphasis was placed upon appeals to forelgn workers
to sabotage Germany's war effort, upon pointing out the futility of
continued resistance, and on urging esoldiers to surrender.52 Conse-
quently, most of the Propaganda distriouted after D-day was printed in
German. (See Chart 4, on Iollowing page. ) In July the Special Leaflet
Squadron again set a record with 133 effective sorties which dropped
216.1 tons of Propaganda. The total for all Elghth Air Force units,
however, waes nearly 14 tons under the June tonnage. Tor the firgt time
in 10 months of operations, the Special Leaflet Squauron lost a plane,

with 10 men reported missing, (See Apps. 19 and 20.)53 CARPETBAGG xR
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missions ended in September, thus leaving nickeling operations to tﬁe
regular bombers and the 406th Bomb Squadron. Still the tonnage for
August and September was 662.8. Of the 217,000,000 leaflets dropped
by planes based in the United Kingdom in August, 84,000,000 were combat
leaflets to the battle areas, 66,000,000 were strategic leaflets
directed to the German home front, and 58,000,000 went to the French
people. Medium bombers also entered significantly into the propaganda
war and greatly increased the volume delivered over the battle areas,
The bulk of leaflets dropped in September went to the German home front
and to the retreating Nazl armies.54 A varlation in activities occurred
on 3 Octover wnen 15 P-51's escorted two B-17's of the 406th Bomb
Squadron on a special mission to the Netherlands.c From eight to ten
bombers went out on operational ﬁignte during the month to nickel 30
to 40 targets on each mission.s

The campaign to disseminate propaganda to the German people was
further intensified in November. The 406th Bomd Squadron was raised
in strength to 21 aircraft and 24 operational crews, a change made
posslble by transferring seven planes and crews from the 4924 Bomd
uroup.56 The result was to increase the squadron's tonnage to 315.3
for the month, a record th.t was not surpassed until March and April
1945. (See App. 20.) It has been estimated that in November, when
propaganda distribution was concentrated on the Aachen and Metz sectors
and ahead of the First French and Seventh U, §S. Armies, more than

300,000,000 leaflets were distributed by all agencies. Medium and
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fighter bombers based in France dropped about 8,000,000, artillery fired

10,000,000, and bombers from England contributed 286,000,000, 57

Two factors exercised a decided influence on leaflet activities in
December, bad weather and the German offensive. The first hampered
activities somewhat and the second, tne period of the Ardennes break-
through, made the usual tactical leafleting inopportune. The 406th
Bomd Squadron dropped no leaflets at all in the salient but flew four
missions to other parts of the front from 16 to 27 December. Then, when
the German offensive had been stopped, it delivered 3,250,000 copies
of Nachrighten to the enemy's scattered forces. Special leaflets,
rushed into print to cover the Allied offensive, were delivered by the
RAF and AAF strategic bombers in large quantities.se The use of stra-
tegic bombers in a tactical role put bomb space at a premium, however,
with the result that on many missions no leaflete were carried.59

Both the regular bombers and the 406th Bomb Squadron set new
records for leaflet dropping during the last four full months of the
war. The all-tine high for the AAF came in March, with 654,9 tons;
in April the total was 557.3 tons. (See App. 19.) German, Frenck,
Dutch, and Belglan targets were vigited frequently.eo Colonel Aber,
the 406th'e commander, was killed by friendly flak over Ingland on
4 March 1945 while returning from a mission to the lletherlands, thus
ending a drilliant career as leader of a unit to which hagd been assigned
& most difficult and important role in the air war.sl In spite of thisg
loss and the move from Cheddington to Harrington, the 406th Bomb Squadron

€2
dropped 407.9 tone of leaflets in March, When its combat operations




AAYEH-) | _ 152

ended on 9 May 1945, the Special Leaflet Squadron had flown 2,334 credit

- sorties to 7,036 targets.ss

mmmmmmmmumm:mmmm

Special duty aircraft flying from Italian bases were much more
limited in nickeling opportunities than were rlanes from the United
Kingdom. The nature of the war in Italy and the balkens, rather than
any physiocal difficulties, is the Principal explanation. Bombers on
strategic missions and supply planes in the course of their normal opera-
tlons were able to meet PWB neede without the ald of a special leaflet |
‘squadron or the assignment of several bombers to the work. Tactical
aircraft, the medium and fighter-bombers in particular, and artillery
.hshoots" were used ex%ensively to nickel the enemy's front-line posi-
tions and rear areas.

The RA¥, in the course of activities from the !iddle East, dropped
both leaflets and supplies over Yugoslavia, Albania, and Greece early
in the war, but the effort was on a small scale.64 Supply droppers
from North Africa, both of the PAT and the AAF, carried propaganda to
southern France, Whenever poseible, each special operations sortie
carried 300 1bs, of leaflets, and a number of purely nickeling sorties
were flown to that area from the Hediterranean, particularly prior to
the Seventh Army invasion in Avgust 1944. 1In all, special duty aircraft
delivered less than 100 tons of nickels to southern France.65 a
figure surpassed by the Special Leaflet Squadron of the Bighth Air

Force in every one of its 18 full months of operations,
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The Strategic Alr Force dropped appropriate PWB leaflets on large
cities in Italy and the Balkans. Its attacks on Rome were preceded and
accompaniQd by nickeling, and leaflets urging a general strike and
sabotage of enemy communications preceded the Salerno tnvasion. 5 Most
of the nickeling by the Strategic Air Force after Operation AVALANCHE
was carried out by the 205 Bomb Group (RAF), From 1 November 1943 to
1 March 1944, this unit flew special nickeling missions over large cities
and dropped more than one-half of the 13,500,000 rickels delivered by
MASAF., In the first half of November 1943, Wellingtons of the 205 Bombd
Group flew eight special nickeling missions over cities and the battle
areas. Thereafter, stabilization of the front and other factors cur-
tailed such miaeione.67 During the first quarter of 1945, however, the
group dropped aoout.ao.OO0.000 leaflets on regular bombing missione and
special nickeling aortiea.se The 4224 Bombd Squadron of the Eighth Alr
Force, by way of comparison, dropped more than 346,000,000 leaflets
in the same meriod.

Leaflet dropping was merely a side issue of supply operatione for
gpecial duty alrcraft based in Italy. Iearly every C-47 of the 60th
Troop Carrier Group cariied from 150 to 450 1lts. of leaflets to the
Balkans or north Italy on supply missions. iritten in many languages,
they were dropped on Germans, Greeks, Albanians, Yugoslavs, Bulgars,
and Italiane while the planes were en route to or from their targets.sg

A sufficient number of nickeling sorties, on each of which some 4,000

to 4,500 1bs. of leaflets were carried, were flown to keep the monthly
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total at 45 to 68 tons. In the period 12 February-31l December 1944,
_ the 51st Troop Carrier Wing dropped 414.4 tons on the.Balkans and
Italy.70
The 518t Troop Carrier Squadron flew its first sortie from Brindisi

in February 1944 with a nickeling mission to Patras, on the north shore
of the Peloponnesus. Visibility was poor but the pilot dropped 4,500
1bs. of nickels on his assigned targets.71 The 7th Troop Carrier
Squadron elso began operations with a two-plane mission on the next‘
night. It. Col. Aubrey S. Hurren, commander of the 62d Troop Carrier
Group, piloted one of the planes by dead-reckoning to the Peloponnesus
and dropped his leaflets on six targete. The second plane, also flying
_blind in heavy weather, nickeled five targets in southern Yugoelavia.72
One of the longest nickeling missions, in time elapsed, was flown by a
7th Troop Carrier Squaaron plane on the night of 24/2% February 1944,
Taking off at 2205 through an overcast, the pilot made a landfall on

the Albanian coast, proceeded to southern Yugoslavie to nickel five tar-
gets, and then headed for Brindiei. On the return trip the navigator
received an incorrect QI and, after wandering over Italy until 0730,

3
7 The number of exclusively nickel-

the plane landed at a bomber basge.
ing sorties flown by the 624 Troop Carrier Group to the end of larch
1944 was small, probably not more than three or four.74

FMickeling continued to be of secondary immortance to suUpnly opera-

tions when the 60th Troop Carrier Groun took over at Brindisi in April

1944. Seven leanflet sorties were flown in April, one each in May and
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June, and only two in Juiy.75 There was a decided increase in "The
Fickel Express" in November when the 7tn and 5lst Squadrons flew 10
nickeling sorties to drop more than 21 tons on Yugoslavia, Albania, and
Greece.76 In December, after the 7th Squadron had left Brindisi, the
Slst flew at least seven sorties to drop surrender and other leaflets
on the Podgorica pocket and northward along "flak alley," the eneny's
escape route through Yugoslavia.77 All but tive of the Slst Troop

Carrier Squadron's sorties in January were landing missions, and no
nickels were d.ropped-;"8 but in February it completed 1l leaflet sorties
to drop 22 tons in Yugoslavia, primarily to German troops, and in March
the squadron dropped about 10 tons on five sorties.7g

After the 885th and 859th Bomb Squadrons entered Italy, they also

80 .
carried nickels for PWB, In two typical months of operation, tke 2641st

Special Group flew 209 successful sorties to the Balkans and 152 to

northern Italy, during which 1t dropped a total of 34.6 tons of leaflets.el

Since the average ver sortie was 230 lbs. in January anc 172 1bs., in
HMarch 1945, 1t ie obvious tkat many of the sorties carried no leaflets.
In comparing leaflet operations by special duty aircraft in the
Hediterranean theater witn tne effort put forth by the Special Leaflet
Squadron in the United Kingdom alone, 1t 1ig apparent that the latter
achieved far greater results. The period from February 1944 to April
1945 o1fers a fair basis of comparison, since it coincides with the
reriod during which AAF unite were engaged in special operations in botn

theaters. During that time the Special Le&flet Squadron dropped
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3,378.5 short tons of leaflets, but gl]l Allled special duty aircraft
in the Mediterranean dropped less than one-third of that weignt. (See
- Apps. 20 and 21B.) From August 1944 to April 1945, for wnicn adequate
statistics are avallable for both theaters, the Special Leaflet Squadron
dropped 2,463.3 ghort tons, and all special duty aircraft in MTO
dropped 615.37 short tons to all target countries.ez In making such
comparigons one must bear in mind tnat the two theaters presented
diverse problems. Hag a greater weight of leaflets been advisable in
the Mediterranean theater, the Allied air forces could have delivered

then,

An evaluation of nickellng activitieg is difficult if not impossible

when one goes beyond operational statistics. These may snow the extent
of such work and reveal the volume of effort devoted to dropping
Propaganda; but the effect of the entire program, itg influence upon

civilian and military bersonnel, cannot be measured except in the most
general way. It is unlikely that general officers at SHAEF would have
continued their support had they not been convinced that airborne
propaganda was justified by the results. One test was afforded by
counting the number of Prisoners wno used the safe-conduct leaflet, or

nad it in tneir Possession., Anthony Eden stated in tne Houge of Commons

lea.flets.a3 The PWD officer of 21gt Army Group reported that 75 ver
cent of 11,302 prisoners taken at Le Havre carried leaflets of some

sort, and the PWD officer of 12th Army Group stated that 80 per cent
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of the prisoners captniéd on the Brest penineula had leaflets.’? 0f a
sample 200 prisoners captured near Aachen in Octobef 1944, about 50 per
cent had leaflets on thelr persons at the time of capture.85 Exampl es
of this sort, which could be multiplied at length, prove definitely that
German soldiers saw our leaflets, read them, and kept them for future
use. This fact alone is not fully satisfactory evidence that Allied
propaganda was effective in undermining enemy morale, but the burden

of prisoner-of-war information indicates that such was the case,

Further proof of leaflet effectiveness is seen in attempts by the
German High Command and the Goebbels organization to counteract Allied
propaganda. The lack of news in German forward areas made enemy goldiers
more or less constant readers of Nachrichten and other news sheets.
Persons were sentenced to death for picking up and distributing leaflets,
and the High Command directed officers to carry out its orders to destroy
thise propaganda.86 As Karl Siegbold, mouthpilece for Goebbels, declared:
"There is not a single sentence i these leaflets which does not want
to do us harm. . . . They are weapons, and we muet be careful with all

7
wea.pons."8

And the National Zeltung of Essen declared: "The text of
these leaflets is always so undermining that they must immediately be
surrendered to the police."88 News leaflets contained material that was
reproduced in clandestine sheets published by the Underground, and even
these were found to be an effective means of undermining enemy morale.89

They were, likewige, important in maintaining civilian morale in

occupied countriee.go
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Nickeling in the Balkans has been credited with serving the same

~ general purposes as in western Europe. News sheets cﬁrried information
not otherwiao available, encouraged resistance, and bolstered morale,
The Soldaten Nachrichten gave the German soldier uncolored news and
contained accounts which often were confimed by enemy broadcasts.
Each confirmation served to increase the soldier's confidence in the
truth of Allied statements, Good Nagis, of course, might not read the
leaflets; but they could not avold hearing discussions among those who
had read them.gl Leaflets also had a nuisance value, since the enemy
went to considerable trouble to collect them before they could gain wide

distribution, and the Partisans gleefully tacked the annoying pieces
of paper in prominent places to increase the enemy's taak.92
This sampling of the evidence, while not a basis for qunlftativo
evaluation, does afford reason to conclude that confidence in the leaf-
let aspect of psychological warfare was not misplaced. The AAP, respon-
sible for delivery of the propaganda though not its content or
production, cannot avoid a deep interest in the effects of operations
which made significant demands on its materiel and personnel, and which

required the diversion of aircraft and crews from more orthodox combat

missions,
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Plans.

ON-IN-12966 (23-10-43), Eisenhower to Marshall, 21 Oct. 43, #-3081/
567; OM-IN-13452 (22—10—43). Royce to Marghall, 22 Oct. 43, $#AMSME-
8764. This committee conslated of Gen. Sir Henry Maltland Wilson,
Commander-in-Chief Middle Xast Forces; Vice Admiral Sir Algernon
Willis, Commander-in- vhief Levant; Air Marshal Sir John Linnel,
Aoting Alr Officer Oomandor-in-CMQf: and Maj. Gen. C. Guddbins,
Director Special Operations Executive.

OM-OUT-8309 (19-10-43), COS to Elsenhower, 19 Oct, 43, yi32.
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ON-IN-12966 (23-10-43), Risenhower t6 008, 21 Oct. 43, #¥-3061/.567.

Special Operations MT0, Sec. VIII, p. 1.
OM-IN-123765 (18-3-44), CCS to Wilson, 17 Feb. 44, Cosmed 37.

Ltr., Twining to Eaker, "Evacuation of USAAT Persannel from Serbia,”
19 June 44, in History, MAAT, XII; Hq. MAAY, Special Operations
During May 1944, Monthly Report No. 2, ipid.

PIC Paper No. 53, "A Brief Outline of the Position in Serbla,
10 July 1944,% NID Beport No. NA-21309, 4 Aug. 44, in A-2 Lib.
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AYHQ, "Basic Policies for Special Operations," 10 March 44, in
Special Operations MTO, Sec, II, Annex A. °

Ihid., Sec. I, p. 2.
m..’a.cn I. m.x ‘o

mg...'-seo; III, p. 1.

Directive for Unification of Command in the Mediterranean, 5 Dec. 43,
in History, MAAY, II,

GHQ ME, Directive No. 187, 26 Nov. 43, in Special Operations MTO,
Annex B.

4 G-3 Speolal Operations Section, AFEQ was set up in Fehruary 1944,
headed by Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Caffey. Its functions were to
initiate policles for command approval: recommend priorities of
facilities such as special operations aircraft and special naval
craft; prepare recommendations to the Supreme Allied Commander in
respect to the operations of 0SS/SDE, and directives to lower echelons
on the subject; advise on 08S/SOE matters in general, and in particu-
lar on planning the preparation of these services in military opera-
tlons; coordinate at AYHQ all policy matters and staff actions
relating to special operations, witn partiocular emphasis on liaigon
with State Department and Forelgn Office representatives; recommend
the approval of the employment of special raiding forces (such as
the Batalllon de Choc, #2 SAS Regiment,. Operational Groups of 0SS,
and others) in strategic roles and to coordinate such activities
with ®A" Force and commanders of lower echelone; advise, as necessary,
the staff sections concerned at AYHQ on Questions of equipment,
supplies, and transportation connected with the activities of special
operations agencles; call and preside at speclal erations meetings
to be attended by representatives from 0SS, SOE,.TSLD, A" Force,
1.5, 9, 6-2, PWB, MAAF, and the political advisers. Special
Operations MTO, Sec. III, p. 2.

CM-IN-8690 (13-3-44), Wilson to Mideast, 11 March 44, Medcos 66;
CN-IN-16192 (23-3-44), Wilson to WD, 21 March 44, #67579. General
Stawell's functions as CG SOMTO were to advise the SAC MTO on SOE/0S8S
Special Operations in the theater, to gommand all SOE/OSS units not
assigned to subordinate commands, to coordinate all special operations
activities of SOE/OSS units. Ltr., Wilson to Stawell, 17 April 44,

in History, MAAY, II, . -

Ltr., Eaker to Arnold, 3 Sep. 44, in History, MAAF, XXXVI. Company B,
2677th Regiment (Prov) was formerly the Special Balkan Service Unit.
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Special Operations MIO, Sec. VIII, p. 2.

Inid.
OM-IN-1916 (3-3-44), COS to Wilson, 2 March 44, Cosmed 18,

ATHQ, directive to Brigadier F. H, Maclean, D.S8.0., British Mlitary
Mission to Marshal Tito, 22 June 1944, in Special Operations MTO,
Sec. VI1I, Annex I. The Maclean Mission is also referred to as 37

Military Mission.

8pecial Operations (Air) MIO, p. 11.

!welfth. Alr Force, Troop Carrier Opera.tiohu 1944, p. 8.
Special Operations (Air) MTO, p, 11.

CM-IF-7362 (10-5-44), MAAT to WD, 10 May 44, f4-16856.

Special Operations (Air) MIO, p. 17. BATS may also mean British Air
Terminal Sections or Balkan Air Terminus Section.

Special Opefationa MTO..' Sec. XV1, p. 1; Special Operations (AMlr) .
mo' pc 40 . N

Idid., pp. 11-12, 41; 08S-IN-4229 (2-3-44), Toulmin to Donovan,
2 March 44, $22494, in European Resistance Groups folder, AC/AS,
Plans. ‘

History, 885th Bomdb 8q., Nov. 43-May 45, p. 1. | -

Speclal Operations (Alr) MTO, p. 5. This flight was raised to
squadron status on 7 Nov, 44 with 18 multiengine aircraft and was
redesignated No. 301 Polisn’ Sq. Hq., MAAF, RAY Organization Memo
No. 51, 5 Nov. 44, in History, MAAF, XXXV,

Special Operations MTO, Sec. XVI, p. 1.

- Special Operations (Air) MTO, p. 12; Twelfth Air Force, "Proop

Carrier Operations 1944," p. 6.

Special Operations (Mf) MIO, ». 6
dpid.

Speclal Operations MTO, Sec. XVI, p. 2.
Special Op'orationg (Atr) MTO, p. 12,
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The order was 1ssued on 5 Sep. 1944, end the squadron flew its last
mission four days later. Hq. MAAF, BAF Organization Memo No. 43
and Hq, MAAT, Special Operations During September 1944, Monthly
Beport No. €, in History, MAAY, XXV,

Hq, MAAT, Special Operations During January 1945, Monthly Report
Fo. 10, ibid. ¥rom time to time other units were made available
for special operations. Chief among thesp was 206 Group (RAY)

with a strength of 120 to 134 Wellingtons and Liberators, which en-
&ged in supply operations from October 1944 to February 1945. See
4pp. 4, this study. ) '

Hq. NAAF, BA¥ Organization Memo No. 4, 15 Jan. 44, in History, MAAF
Ixxv,

Hq. MAAY, BAF Organization Memo No. 14, 12 March 44, 1pig.

- BAL Maditerranean laview, ¥o. 7, p. 87. At this time 334 Wing was

under Group Capt. A. B, Woodhall.  Higtory, 885th Bomd Sq., Oct.
44, p. 3,

Ltr., Xaker to B, M, Giles, 6 March 44, in History, MAAF, II.
OM-IF-20017 (31-1-44), Eaker to Arnold, 31 Jan, 44, #75-0143.
Ltr., Eaker to Giles, 3] Jan.' 44, in &G 312.1-0.

OM-IN-21017 (31-1-44), Eaker to Arnold, 31 Jan. 44, $#18-0143. Maj.
Gen., ¥illiam J, Donovar, Director of 0SS, informed General Arnold

- on 3 March 1944: "Only by the assignment of gufficient U. S. planes

to dring the total to four squadrons of heavy bombers in the
European Theater and at least one full squadron of B-17's in the
Mediterranean Theater will our contnibution approach the scale of

the British effort." Lir., 3 March 44, in Huropean Resistance
Groups folder, AC/aS, Plans,

CM-IN-529 (1-2-4:4). Zaker to Arnola, 1 Fed, 44, $1s-002.
OM-OUI-5923 (14-2-44), Arnolé to Faker, 14 Feb., 44, %9742,
ON-IN-14415 (ao-:e,-44). Devers to Marshall, 20 Feb. 44, rm-nq..‘
Ltr., Eaker to Arnold, 21 March 44, ip History, MAAF K II.

Ltr., Eaker to Giles, 6 March 44, in AAG 312.1-p, Op.erationa

Letters. Air Vige Marshal #1r John C. Slessor informed General
Donovan: "Our current allotment of a few B-25's are Practically

worthless and we really require a sQuadron of heavy bvombers eorely,

I am convinced that the way the most be done to divert forces
awvay from Overlord ig to raise Hall é‘:ho Balkans and that
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47,
48.

49,

61.
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56.
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invaluable aid to thnt“om_l would be accomplighed D¥ a..nquadron of
Anmerican heavy bombers for the Special Operations Force.," O0SS-IN-4230
(3-3-44), Slessor to Donovan, 2 March 44, $24214.

OM-0UT-3313 - (8-3-44) , Arnold to Nmker, 7 March 44, #766. Arnold
repeated the message in the same form on 15 March. (OM-OUT-6346
(15-3-44), Arnold to Eaker, 15 March 44, $2296.) General Xaker had
won his point, but some officers in the War Department wel'e dudious
about the project. Maj. Gen. E, A. Oraig wrote to General Faker that
“%the War Department has been very relustant to grant this authority,
notwithstanding the ungent need for this unit. As a matter of fact,
thle action has set a precedent, so unless the.directive . . . is °
falldynd imediately and implicitly, there may be some repercussions,. "
Ltr,, Cralg to Xaker, 22 Narch 44, in AAG 312.1-P, Operations Letters,
Oentral Files.

CM-IN-15448 (32-3-44), MAAF to WD, 18 March 44, $IN-6447.
Ltr., Baker to Arnold, 21 March 44, in History, MAAF, II,

Hq. Fifteenth Air Yorce, .G0 153, 25 March 44; CM-IN-14443 (20-4-44),
MAAT to WD, 11 April 44, $R-19. ’

History, 1224 Bomb Sq., April 44.
ibigd.
Ltr., Xaker to Arnold, 7 April 44, in History, MAAF, II,

Teletype conversation, Eaker and Giles, 17 April 44, in AAG 312.1-Q,
Operations Letters.

History, 1224 Bomd Sq., April 44. The squadron historian, very
security consclous, wrote "The operations of this sqQuadron are of a
highly secret natjre and cannot be divulged."

Hq. Fifteenth Air Yorce, GO 905, 7 June 44,in History, 885th Bomb Sq.,
Aug. 44.

Ihid., Sep. 44 and Oct. 44.

Hq. Eighth Alr Force, K Specldl Operations Order, 15 Dec. 44, cited in
Eistory, Fifteenth Special Gp. (Prov.), Jan. 45, p. 7.

Hq. Pifteenth Air Foroe, G0 284, 18 Jan. 45, cited im ibid., p. 7.
Lt. Col. Leonard M. MclManus and Capt. Robert Stone commanded the
859th and 885th Squadrons, respectively.

Hq. Twelfth Air Yorce, AC/S A-3, "Historical Records," 16 April 45,
P. 3, 1A Administrative History, Twelfth Air Porce, Pt. II, Vol. 2.
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59,

60,

61.

62,
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.

69.

1.

72.

73.

History, 264lst Special Op., March 45.

¥ar Diary, 8th Troop Oprrier 8q., Dec. 43; Twelfth Alr Yorce, "Troop
Carrier Operations, 1944,." p. 6. P

War diaries and histories, 8th Troop Oarrier 8q., Dec. 43-Fed. 44.
MATAY to XII Troop Carrier Oomd. (R), No. A.85, 10 Feb, 44, in

Twelfth Alr Force, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944.%

LY

History, 624 Troop Carrier Gp., Yeb. 44, p. 1. ILt. Ool. Aubrey 8.
Hurren commanded the 624 Troop Carrier Group, Maj. Paul A. Jones had
the 7th Troop Carrier Squadron, and Maj. Charles A. Gibson led the
51lst Troop Oarrier Squadron. Administrative History, Twelfth Air
Yorce, Pt, III, Vol. 1. g

Twelfth Alr Force, "Iroop Oarrier Operations, 1944,% pp. 6, 8.
Inid. ., p. 2.. *

History, 624 Troop Carrier Gp., Sep. and Oct. 44.

Twelfth Air Force, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944," p. 35,
51st Troop Ca.r;-ier_wing. Operations, 1945, |

_Bpecial Operations MIO, Sec. III, p. 3.

BAY Medl tarranasan Review, No. 7, p. 87.

ATHQ to Comdr., Balkan Alr Force, "Trans-Adriatic Operations,®
[22 June 4417, in Special Operations MTO, Seoc. VIII, Annex J.

"Notes for Lecture on Mediterranean Operations, May 1943-November
1944," p. 3, in History, MAAT, XXXV,

Hq. Yorce 133 to :x?r 3 Feb, 44, #3/475, in History, MAAF, XXXVI,
This mission, taked to Tito's headquarters later in the month, seems
to have worked to undermine British and American prestige in
Yugoslavia. s ’

CM-IN-21565 (30-3-44), Wilson to Britieh C's/S, 29 March 44,
Medcos 77; Hq, MAAF, memo, Maj. T. N. Wilder to Col. Y. G. Allen,
"Allied Air Operations into Jugoslavia and Albania in Aid to the
Partisans," 16 May 44, in Air Plans III.*

CM-IN-16680 (23-4-44), Chapin to State Dept., 20 April 44, #1313 SC.
The Russian Ambassador to Italy, Bogomolov, had asked Badoglio :
on 8 March 1944 for facilities for a Russian air force in Italy.
Badogllio, refusing to commit himself, suggested that Bogomolov take
the matter up with the Americans and British. The Ambassador did
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80, neglecting to reveal his previous reguest to Badoglio. General
Wilson, while anticipating troudle with the Russians, felt that

the request should be granted since the Allies would also have to
supply the Russian Mission to Tito 1f no Soviet planes were
available to do so. The disadvantages of having a Russian air

unit in Italy would be outweighed, Wilmon belileved, by providing
the British and Americans with a lever for acquiring the use of
Bussian base facilities in other theaters. CN-IN-6788 (10-3-44),
Wilson to British Cls/S, 9 March 44, Medcos 65.

OM-IN-21122 (28-4-44), British C's/S to Wilson, 27 April 44, Cosmed 96.

Ltr,, Xaker to Alr Marshal Sir Charles F. A. Portal, 14 June 44,
in History, MAAF, II. N

CM-IN-20290 (24-7-44), Wilson to British C's/S, 23 July 44, Medcos 140.
Special Operations (Air) MTO, p. 12.

OM-IN-20290 (24-7-44), Wileon to British C's/S, 23 July 44, Medcos 140'.
OM-IN-2607 (3-8-44), Wilson to Britien C's/S, 3 Aug. 44, Medcos 142.
CM-IN-5453 (7-7-44), Wilson to WD, 6 July 44, $FX-692565. '
CM-OUT-25952 (6-9-44), c(;s to Wilson, 5 Sep. 44, #Warx-25952.

Hq, MAAT, Special Operations During August 1944, Monthly Renort
No. 5. 1!1 m.tow' w. mv' .

Hq. MAAF, Special Operations During November and December 1944,
Monthly Reports Nos. 8 and 9, ipid.

Special Operations (Air) MTO, p. ‘4., 1In August 1540, No. 1419 Flight
was set up at North Weald; by October 1940 it had 3 Lysanders, 2
Witleyes, .2 DC-3's. - The f1ight moved to Stradishall in October
1940, In the fall of 1941, No. 1419 Flight was merged with No.

138 ‘Squadron at Newmarket, No. 161 Squadron became available for
special operations in the spring of 1942 and moved, with No. 138
Squadron, to Tempsford in April. However, as of 2 August 1943,

BOE had only 22 special duty alrcraft avallable. History of

Special Operations, ETOUSA, Pt, I, Chap. II, PP. 396-3964.

CARPETBAGGER History, I. On 14 December, Heflin became Alr HExecu-
tive, Special Project, 4824 Bomb Group; Figh became Operations
Officer of the group; Capt. Robert L. Boone succeeded Heflin in
command of the 40t6th Bomb Squadron, and Capt. Rodman A. St.Clair
succeeded to command of the 36th Bomb Squadron.
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86. Ibhid. On 5 February 1944 Heflin became commander of the 328th
Service Group. History, Hq. & Hq. 8q., 328th Service Gp.

87. CAHPETBAGGER History, I; History, Eighth Air Force, Feb. 44, p. 66;
Statistical Summary of Bighth Air Force Operatione, European

Theater, 17 Aug. 42-8 May 45, P. 10. The squadirons were assigned
on 4 April 44,

'88. History, Rignth Alr Force, March 44, p. 64.
89, CAMPETBAGGEZR History, I. |

90. RAY planes included 20 Stirlings, Yo. 3 Group at Laken Heatn; 12
Stirlings, 22 Halifaxes, 6 Lysanders, and 3 Hudsons at Tempsford;
and the 38 Group at Hurn had put up 60 sorties with Stirlings and
Alvemarles. 0SS CM.IN-4226 (2-3-44), Bruce and Hd«Fell to Donovan,
2 March 44, $26384, in Ruropean Resistance Groups folder, AC/AS,
Plans.

91. Higtory, Bighth Alr Force, May 44, p. 11. The 788th Bomd Squadron
had been engaged in strategic bombing. (History, 859th Bomb Sq.,
Sep. 43-Sep. 44, n.p.). The 850th Bomd Squadron had arrived in
the United Kingdom at the end of April and early in May. .Actual
assignment of the two squadrons occurred on 22 May. History,
857th Bomb 8q., April 44, p. 13,and May 44, pp. 4. 6, 10.

92' mnll MBY 44. po 120

83. - Hq. Bighth Alr Force, GO 473, 5 Aug. 44. Tne 788th Bomd Squadron
was re-formed into the 24 Bomb Division and the 850th Bomb Squadron
wag re-formed into the 3d Bomb Division. .

94. CARPETBAGGIR Higtory, I ' -

95. Journal of Bvents, 424 Bomd Op., Sep.-Nov, 44.

96. History, Bighth Alr Force, Oct. 44, pp. 34-35. The order was dated

97. History, Bghth Air Torce, Oct. 44, p. 35.

98. History, Fifteenth Special Gp. (Prov.), Jan. 45, p. 7; Hq, Righth

Air Force, Special Operations Order No. 50, "Movement of Troops,"
18 Dec. 44.
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1. History, 859th Bomd Sq., Sep. 43-Sep. 44.
p d
2. OARPETBAGGER History, III.

3. Hq. XII Troop 'Oarrier Comd. (Prov.), "A Report of Troop Carrier
Command Activities Including the Italian Invasion, 1 August-30
September 1943,% II, 93. ‘

5. Ihid., p. 111, .«

6. History, 885th Bomd Sq., Sep. 44, pp. 1-2. -
7

. History, 857th Bomd 8q., May 44, pp. 8-9; ®Modification and Mainte-
nance of B-24 Liberators for Carpetbagger Operations,* in History,
859th Bomd Sq., Sep. 43-Sep. 44;/3d Air Div,, Beport on Supply
Missions. The shiny paint vaq/zpectod to reflect 100 per cent of
all light beams and would therefore greatly aid in making the Planes
invisible to persons near the searchlights through whose beams the
aircraft might fly. The "invisidility" resulted from the.fact that
the angle of reflection is equal to the angle of incidence; hence
the reflected light would be directed away from the source and not
back to it unless, of course, the plane should be caught in a nearly
vertical cone by passing directly over a light. ZEven then there
would not be time for antiaircraft fire to be aimed at the plane,
whick would be traveling at high speed and taking evasive action,

8. CARPRTBAGGER History, I.

9. Ibid., I, II. The following quotation is an indication of the gtate
of moml#mnong supply droppers: "This Group has been fighting the
Axls-in a method heretofore unhbard of on so large a scale. They
didn't go flying in tight formations over the target, dropping bdlock-
busters on German industries, mor did trey come buzzing down at tree-
top level, guns ablagze, shoot ng up convoys, troop concentrations,
trains, and other exclting ngs a fighter pllot does. No, the boys
of troop carrier had another method of evening their score with the
‘Germans; operating with the Balkan Air Yorce, they slipped in anad out
among the ever threatening mountain peaks in the still of the night,
dropping supplies and frequently landing right in Jerry's backyard.
In theilr own way, they dropped bombs that were more accurate than
those placed by the world's best bombsight, machine-gunned troops
and eneny supply lines not from the alr, but from behind walls,
bulldings, mountains and ravines, not in person of course sut by

.g-%}'tsi?
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10.

11.

12,
13.

14.
15.

16.

17.
18,

19,

.making it pouioie for the Partisans, fighting under the leadership

of Marshal Tito, to 4o these things. By the combined efforts of
every member of the unit, and continuous flying on the part of the
aircrevs, in the face of danger frequently more dangerous than the
eneny (weather), the Partisan forces were supplied with everything
from blood plasma to jeeps, when and ¢ needed, on a scale never
vefore possible., Though thousands of Mlles from the invasion of
Hormandy, the men of this group like to feel that they had a part in
the greater picture, because of the fact that the resupplied
Partisans were atle to divert several divisions of German forces,
and keep them plenty well occupied. Acting as observers, the crews

" reported all unusual incidents noted on each flight to the proper

authority, As a result, fighters or bombers were sent out to
neutralige the target, sometimes a motor convoy, and frequently an
eneny fighter base." 60th Troop Carrier Op., "Story of Resupply. "

Report by the CG USAAF to the CCS, *Allied Assistance by Air to

Resistance Groups in Europe, 2 March 1944," inclosed in "Special
Operations Procedure for Air Sorties in Mediterranean," App. A,

Buropean Resistance Groupe folder, AC/AS, Plans.

Histery, 885th Bomb Sq., Sep. 44, p. 1.

ibid., Oct. 44, pp. 2-3; Twelfth Air Force, "Troop Carrier Operations,
1944," p, 5. o

*

60th Troop Carrier Gp., "Story of Resupply"; Twelfth Air Force,
“Troop Carrier Operations, 1944," p. 18,

60th Troop Carrier Gp., "Story of Resupply." . -
History, 859th Bomd Sq., Sep. 43-5ep. 44: CARPEIBAGGER Higtory, I.
On 9 April 1944, Colonel Eeflin received full authority to accept
or reject missions for the CARPETBAGGER egroup. No other group
officer in the Eighth Air Force had such full control over lis
operations. History, Eighth Air Force, April 44, pp. 15-16,

CARPETBAGGER History, I; History, 857th Bomb Sq., May 44,

ibig.

Twelfth Alr Force, "Troop Oarrier Operations, 1944," p. 18, ZEach
C-47 carried a crew consieting of rilot, co-pilot, navigator,
aerial engineer, radio operator, and a British dispatcher. Some-
timees an additional assistant aerial engineer helped in discharging
the cargo. )

60th Troop Carrier Gp., "Story of Resupply.
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31.
32.

35.

36.

37,

Ibid. ; Twelfth Air Yorce, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944.'.1:. 19.
History, 885th Bomb Sq., Sep. 44, pp. 1-2.

"Armement-Ordnance in CARPETBAGGXE Work," in History, 859th Bomb
8q., Sep. 43-Sep. 44; History, 857th Bomb Sq., May 44; 34 Alr Div., °
Report on Supply Missions. ®

60th Troop Carrier Gp., "Story of Resupply." .

Twelfth Alr Force, "Proop Carrier Operations, 1944,% p, 14,
m’tory. aasth- BOIlb sq. » sq. “. p. z.

ibid., pp. 2-3. The following statement by the historian takes in
altogether too much territory: *As is true of Navigators in the
885th, the pilots of the Squadron are called upon for a higher
degree of technical skill than ie to be found in any other American
Air Torce unit engaged in tactical operations, ®

Twelfth Air Force, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944,% p. 16,
Special Operations (Air) MTO, p, 13.

History, 12th Troop Carrier Sq., Aug. 44, p. 3. Givin was killed on
a hospital flight on 19 August 1944, when he flew into a thunderhead,

CARPETBAGGER History, I.
Twelfth Air Forpe, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944.l" Pp. 10, 37,
History, 885th Bomb Sq., Dec. 44, p. 3. On the night of 9/10

December 1944, the B-24's took off from Brindisi dt 1930 hours to
éscape a severe cold front that tnreatemed to close in ‘the field,

. They flew up the Adriatic at altitudes ranging from the dect to

24,000 feet, but seven were forced back by severe turbulence, icing,
and hail stormes. Ihid.

History, 856th Bomb Sq., Sep. 44-April 45. The Planes landed at
Lucers, Scotland. The British supply droppers. canceled 121 sortien
scheduled for that night.

60th Troop Carrier Gp., "Story of Resupply."

"A Maquis Chief Visi.ta the carpetba:ggera." in History, 869th Bomd
Sq., Sep. 43-Sep. 44. _

-

ibld. .
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Twelfth Air Force ." *Troop Carrier:Operations, '1944." p. 35,

“Markeman Vieits the Carpetbaggers,® in History, 859th Bomb Sq.,
SCp'. 43-80p - “o

Twelfth Air Force, *Troop Carrier Operations, 1944,% P. 11;
Citation, 60th Troop Garrier Gp., Tad 2, P.- 2; 60th Troop Carrier
Gp., "Story of Resupply. : S

Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tad 2, p. 2.

m s P 8. - )
Twelfth Air Yorce, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944," p. 16.
60th Troop Oarrier Gp., "Sto.ry of Resupply. "

Hq. MAAY, Special Operations During December 1944, Monthly Report
Fo. 9, in History, MAAF, XXXv,

Twelfth Alr Force, *Troop Oarrier Operations, 1944," P. 16.
Bistory, 858th Bomd Sq., Book II, Vol. II. |

"A Maquis Chief Visits the Carpetbaggers,® in History, 859th Bomd
8q.., Sep. 43-Sep. 44. ’ ’

Speoial Operations (Air) NT0, p. 87, .

Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tad 2, p. 3.

At Drvar, Berane, and Medeno aPolje. Berane was abandoned temporarily
Decause of a German advance. "4 Plan Yor the Use of Air Power to

Take Advantage of the Situation in Yugoslavia in the Early Summer
of 1944," 23 April 44, in History, NAAT, XXXV, .

"Buployment of Alr Forces in Tactical Support of Partisan Opera-
tions," 18 July 44, dbid.; Special Operations (Air) MTO, p, 12.

In theluttar source, page 88, the figure 1s given as 38. Perhaps
two in Albania were included,

Special Operations (Air) MTO, P. 17,

"Imployment of Air Forces in Tactical Support of Partisan Opera-
tions,"™ in History, MAAF, XXXV,

Special Operations (Air) MTO, p. 12,
iddd., pp. 17-18.
Ihi.d... P. &.
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58, ]Inid., p. 22.

59. Ihid. ., pp. 33-24,

60. 60th Troop Oarrier Gp., "Story of Resupply.*®
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Chapter IV

0!‘-1'3-2659 (4-3-44), Oastles to Arnold, 4 March 44, #-12274,

36th and 406th Bombd Sqs., Consolidated Form 34 for the Period 2-8
Jan. 44, . ’

34 Alr Div., Report on Supply Missions.
OM-IN-2669 (4-3-44), Castles to Arnold, 4 March 44, #-12274,

36th and 406th Bomb Sqe., Consolidated Yorm 34 for the Period 16-2é
Jan. 44. This is the last Form 34 which the present writer hag been
able to locate for any of the CARPETBAGGER gquadrong.

*Operations Based on Unit&d Kingdom,® App. A in 1tr, » Donovan to
Arnold, 3 March 44, in Buropean Resistance Groups folder, AC/AS, Plans,

CARPETBAGGER History, III. N
34 Alr Div., Heport on Supply Missions.

In February 1944, 93 per cent of the total RAY/AAF sorties were to
France, 3 per cent to Belgium, 3 per cemt to Norway, and 1 per cent
to Denmark. CM-IN-2659 (4-3-44), Castles to Arnold, 4 March 44,
#-12274,

CM-0UT-24345 (17-4-44), JOS to Elsenhower, 17 April 44, #War-24345,

CM-IN-1120 (5-2-44), Kisenhower to JCS, 1 May 44, #5-51066.

CM~IN-4808 (7-5-44), Fisenhower to shall, 6 May 44, $5-51396,
The increases were for 56,000 caroixes ingtead of 14,000; 16,000
rocket launchers instead of 3,600; and 32,400 chutes instead of
21,600, :

The totals probably were gomewhat greater, since an equally reliadle
source glves 437 effective sortie » 100 *Joes," 5,103 containers,
1,594 leaflet packages, and 3,12 supply packages. (See App. 9,

. thie study.) Just what unit flew these 40 additional sorties is not

clear,

History, Eighth Air Force, July 44, P. 27. The stickler for statie-
tical accuracy ie stumped at this point. This source refers to more
than 400 aircraft dispatched and to £00-0dd tons of supplies
dropped; but the CARPETBAGGER History says 543 Planes were dig-
Patched, and the Eignth Air Force Statistical Summary (see App. 9,
this study) has 592 sorties, :
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16.
16.
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CAEPETBAGGER History, III: see App. 7, this study.
History, Fighth _pr Yorce, Nov. 44, p. 39.

Ibid., September 1944, gives the mumber as 285. (Cf, App. 9, this
study.) In addition to these supply-dropping missions with B.24's,
the . CARPETBAGGERS flew a few C-47 landing sorties., The first of
these missions took place on 8 July 1944 and the last on 18 August,
During this period the group's four C-47's flew 35 sorties to 12
fields in liberated territory, delivered 62 tons of arms and ammu.-
nition, and took in 76 "Joes" and evacuated 213. %An Account of
C-47 Missions," in History, 859th Bomd Sq., Sep. 43-5ep, 44.

History, 866th Bomb Sq., Sep. 44-April 45,

Ihigd.

Ihid.

History, 858th Bomd 8q., March 45; History, 856th Bombd 8q., Sep. 44-
April 45. .

From 15 March to. 30 April 1945, the 858th Bomd Squadron completed
at least 31 of 42 sorties to Denmark and 11 of 30 to Norway. On

.the night of 23/34 March, 13 sorties were attempted, but the records

fall to give the mission's outcome.

History, 858th Bomb Sq., April 45. This squadron lost three air-
craft over Norway and Denmark in April, :

Ltr., Brig. Gen. Alfred A. Kessler, Jr.,to Arnold, "Completion of
Norwegian Project,” 17 Aug. 45, in Norway folder, AC/AS, Plans:
CM-OUT-24644 (21-1-45), Arnold to Deane, 21 Jan. 45, $War-24644,
Speclal Operations (Air) MTO, p, 41. Missions prior to September
1943 were primarily sidelights to the Comsican campaign and con-

sisted for the most part in dropping agents of ISLD and ISSU.g,
both agencies of SOE, ‘ .

ibid.

See Chap. II, this study.

Special 6perationa (Air) MTO, p. 41.
War Diary, 1224 Bomb Sq,, May 44. .
Special Operations (Air) MTO, pp. 42-43.
Ibid., p. 42. '
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 History, 885th Bomb 8q., Dec. 44, p. 6; First Citation, 885th

Bomdb 8q., pp. 1-3.

First Citation, 885th Bomd Sq., App. A:
Bpeciai Operations (Air) NTO, p. 45.
Ibid. ., p. 43, '

First Oitation, 885th Bomb Sg., P. 1.
34 Air Div., Report on Suppl:'r Missions,

ON-IN-11033 (14-6-44), SHAXF to WD, 13 June 44, $6-53795, ' 3he
departments of Doubs, Jura, utes.Pyrenees, and Indre were in

control of the Maquis; f£1 ng was serious in Vosges, Savole, Isere,
Brittany, Cantal, Haute Loire, and Logzere.

34 Air Div,, Report on Supply Missions. A more detalled analysig
was given as follows:
Maquis Strength and Smmplv Heguirements in Pringipa)
Cantara of Activity, Jdune 1944

Area No. No. un- Initial issue Monthly supply
armed armed to supply un- requirements
armed :
Sorties Tons Sorties Tons
Brittany . 1,000 7,000 70 88 80 100
Chateauroux- ) .

Indre 1,000 3,000 . 30 38 40 50
Perigueux-

Limoges 2,800 2,000 20 25 45 57
Cantal 3,500 7.000 70 88 1056 132
Annecy-

Chambery 1,000 2,080 0 26 30 a8

on-sur-

Safine 2,000 2,000 20 25 40 - 50
8t. Die 3,000 4,000 40 50 70 88
Vercors 2000 _4.800 48 _60 £8 -85

TOTALS 16,000 31,800 318 399 478 . 600

inia. .

There were "C" containers which holJ.d'Brm guns, ,303-0aliber rifles,
Sten guns, and Basookas and ro 8; the "H* containers carried

Sten guns, pistols, grenades, h explosives, ammuni tion, and
field dressings. Ihid.

t
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42,
43.
44,

45,

55.
56.
57.

68.

59.

61.

Ibid.
ihid.
ibid.

Hq. Righth Alr Torce, Preliminary Report on GAY Reaction to CADILLAC
Operation, 14 July 44.

History, Righth Air Force, July 44, p. 60: )

MNemo, "Bomber Attacks," in OADILLAC Plan, 14 July 44, Migsion ¥o, 472,
34 Alr Div., "Report on Supply Missions. "

History, Elghth Air Yorce, July 44, pp. 27-38. .

34 Alr Div., "Report on Supply Missions. " By the first of August the

eneny had recaptured nearly all of the Vercors plateau. CN-IN-1471
(2-8-44), SHAEF ¢o WD, 2 Aug. 44, ¥¥wWD-12537.

. CM-IN-11872 (3-8-44), SHAXT to WD, 2 Aug. 4, ¥#rWD.12537, ‘

34-Air Div., "Report on Supply’Missions.® This drop raised the total
for the four operations to 8,948 contalners dropped by 758 aircraft.
An estimated 349 containers were lost in the drops. -

inid,

"Notes for Lecture on Mediterranean Operations, May 1943-November
1944," in History, MAAF, XXXV,

CM-0UT-5923 (14-2-44). Arnold to Mer; 1_4 Feb, 44, #9742,
CM-IN-11847 (13-8-44), Ieker to Arnold, 13 Aug. 44, #-26962,
CM-IN-12325 (14-8-44), Spaatz to Arnold, 13 Aug. 44, HI-66382.

Hq. MAAF, Special Operations Durtng August 1944, Monthly Report
No. 6, in History, MAAF, XXXV. Statistics on supplies delivered by
the RAT from the United Kingdom are not available.

Hq. MAAF, Special Operations During September 1944, Monthly Report
Fo. 6, ibid.

History, Eighth Air Force, Sep. 44, p. 28.
OM-IF-17857 (19-5-44), Deane to Masshall, 19 Sep. 44, WX_21018.

P
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63,
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65,

67,
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70.

71.

72.

73.

74,

76.

78.
79.

80.
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OM-IN-Z1086 (22-9-44), Deane to Arnold, 22 Sep. 44, BMX-21070.
OM-IN-20686 (22-9-44), Spaatz to Arnold, 22 Sep. 44, $UX-68378.
OM-0UZ-35285 (23-9-44), Arneld to Spaats, 22 Sep. 44, #Warx-35285.

OM-OUT-39143 (30-9-44), Marshall to Eisemhower, 20 Sep. 44, PWarx-
39143, -

Bq. MAAY, Special Operations During October 1944, Monthly Report
Fo. 7, in History, MAAT, XXXV, The 4 sorties delivered 5.06 long
tons (net).

Hq. MAAY, Bpecial Operations During November 1944, Monthly Report

Hq. "MAAT, Special Operations During December 1944, Monthly Report
No. 9, 4ikid. - .

*Marskman Viegits the Carpetbaggers," in History, 859th Bomb Sq.,

Sep. 43-Sep. 44. IExamples of/reprisals were numerous; wounded Maquis
captured by the Germans in ably were beaten to death; and the
Maquis retailiated by killing three German prisoners—-when they had
them—-for every Maquis killed or tortured by the Germans.

History, 857th Bomb Sq., June 44,

History, 856th Bomb Sq; » Sep. 44-April 45. ZEight of the crew were
killed in this loss.

History, 858th Bomb Sq., Book II, Vol. I.
History, ‘857th Bomb Sq., July 44.
ihid.

~

See unidentified clipping in History, 859th Bomb 5q., Sep. 43- -
Sep. 44, '

A Maquis Chief Visitdthe Carpetbaggers," 1bid.

3d Alr Div., Report c;n Supply Missions.
Ipid.

"Vielitor From Denmark," 2 Aug. 44, in History, 859th Bombd Sq.,
Sep. 43-Sep. 44. )

N
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History of Special Operations, ETOUSA, Pt, II, Chap. V, p. 1593, in

inid., ». 15692.
Ibid., p. 1594,
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Chapter Vv

BAX Maditarranean Raviay, No. 7; PP. 77-78.

ON-IN-9804 (11-10-44),

Wllson to British C's/S, 9 Oct. 44, $¥X-364565,

MMMM. Fo. 7, p. 80, Te Italian surrender added
strength to the Partisan ranks and enabled Tito's men to gain
temporary control over large areas of Yugoslavia.

Special Operations (Air

) MO, p. 34,

0SS Bari, Report on Situation in Yyéoslavia, 9 Dec. 43, in A-2 Lib,

CM-IN-16282 (25-1-44),

Wilson to Agwar, 24 Jan. 44, #¥-984/42478.

BAY Maditerranean Reviaey, No. 7, P. 80,

The Twelfth Alr Force in the Southern Italian Campaign, pp. 36-37;
BAT Mediterranean Review, No. 7, pp. 83-86.

In the period 11/19 to 22/23 January 1944, for example, the RAF Hali-
faxes completed nine drops to Yugoslavia, five-to Greece, and two to
Albania. Incoming cables Nos. 13263 (20-1-44), AA¥ NATOUSA to WD,

D Jan. 44, $AF-354; 13776 (1-1-44), AAF NATOUSA to wp, 2 Jan. 44
#AT-357; 15516 (34-1-44), AAF NATOUSA to WD, 23 Jan. 44, #AF-365,

Ltr., Donovan to Arnold, 3 March 44, App. A, "Operations from Points
in Mediterranean Theater," in European Resistance Groups folder, AC/AS,
Plans. There were three C-47 landings in Yugoslavia and four in
Greece during the period.

Special Operatione MTO,

S8ec. VIII,

CM-IN-13516 (19-3-44), British C's/S to Wilson, 18 Feb. 44, Cosmed 39,

CM-IN-14272 (20-2-44),

Wilson to British C's/S, 19 Feb. 44, Medcos 53

History, 624 Troop Carrier Op., March 44, p. 2.

War Diary, 5lst Troop Carrier 8q.. March 44; War Diary, 7th Troop

Carrier 8q., March Ay
Spocial. Operations Sort

History, 5lst Troop Oarrier Sq., Redb. 44, p. 2;
l1es for February 1944, in History, MAAF, XII,

War Diary, 7th Troop Carrier Sq., March 44; VWar Diary, 51st Troop

Carrier Sq., March 44,

War Diaries, 5lst Troop

Carrier Sq., Yeb. and March 44: War Diary,

7th Troop Carrier Sq., Narch 44,
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18. In Twelftn Air Torce, ““Proop Oarrier Operations, 1944," p. 10, it
is stated that 190 sorties were flown and 83% were successful. A
sortie was counted as one-half successful when 1t dropped on one-
half of ite target. ) '

19. Zwelfth Air Force, *Iroop Oarrier Operations, 1944," p. 10.

0. WVar Diary, 7th Troop Carrier 8q., ila.rch 4.

2l. Twelfth Air Foroce, “Iroop Carrier Operations, 1944," p. 10. -

22. War Diary, 7th Troop Carrier Sq., March 44,

23. Minutes of Oonference, 19 April 44, in Allied Aid to Partimns in
‘ Yugoslavia, AG/AS, Plans. :

24. Nemo, Maj. T. N, Wilder to Col. Y. G. Allen, "A Plan for the Use
of Air Power to Take Advantage of the S8ituation in Yugoslavia,®
33 April 44, in European Resistance Groups folder.

25. OM-IF-620 (5-1-44), Wilson to British C's/S, 28 April 44, Medoos 102;
OM-IN-1944 (5-3-44), Britisn C's/S to Wilson, 2 May 44, Cosmed 100.

'R

« MNemo, Wilder to Allen, "Allied Alr Operations into Yugoslavia and
Albania," 16 May 44, in Furopean Resistance Groups folder.

R

Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp.. Tab 2,

—

History, 10th Troop Carrier Sq., Activation to 31““ 44,

History, 11th Troop Carrier Sq., June 44.

I

CM-IR-9750 -(13-5-44), AFHQ to WD, 13 May 44, $¥-44950.

31. CM-OUI-40496 (25-5-44), Bissel to Peabody, 28 May 44, $¥ar-40496;
OM-IN-2371 (5-4-44), AFHQ to WD, 3 May 44, #G-59; RAF Meditarranean
deviaw, No. 8 (July-Sep. 44), p. 104.

32. RA¥ Maditerransan Review, No. 8, p. 107.

33. JICAME, Report No. 8108-44, 9 Aug. 44, BAY Operations for July 1944,
in A-2 Lib, . :

34. BRAF Madlterrapean Revigw, No. 8, rr. 107, 110-11; Special Operations
(Air) MTO, p. 19. -

35. 'Hti. MAAF, Special Operations During August 1944, Monthly Report No, 5,
in History, MAAF, XXXV,

“a

e, oy et VPRI T
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36. Oomparative figures were, in long tons: Yugoslavia, 571.42; Albania,
118.73; OGreece, 48.44; Bulgaria, 15.74; Bungary, 1.39. Ibhid.

37. Ihid.

38. 60th Troop Carrier Op., "Rcbort on Combat Operations for August 1944 ,"
in History, 5lst Troop Carrier Wing, Aug. 44.

38, Citation, 60th Troop Oarrier Up., Tad 2, p. 6; War Diary, 28th .
Troop Oarrier 8q., Aug. 44, p. 1. .

40, BAY Veekly Summary No. 9, week ending 10 Sep. 44, in A-2 Lid,

41. OM-IF-436Y (6-9-44), Wilson to Britiash C's/S, 2 Sep. 44, Medcos 161,
42, mwm. F¥o. 8, p. 117.

43. BAT Veekly Summaries Nos. 9-1T, Sep. 44, in A-2 Lib,

44. ‘BAT Moditerzanesn Revisy, Mo. 8. n. 120,

45. ﬁq. MAAY, Speciel Operations During October 1944, Monthly Report No. 7,
in History, MAAF, XXXV, .

46, Twelfth Air Yorce, "Troop Ca.rrier_Oporations. 1944," p. 3.

47. Hq, MAAY, Oommendation, 3 Oct. 44, incl. in History, 60tn Troop
Carrier Gp., Oct. 44. ’

48. History, 16th Troop Carrier Sq., April 45, p. 1.
49, OM-IF-24865 (26-10-44), Wilson to.British C's/s.. 24 Oct, 44, Medcos
206; Hq. MAAY, Special Operations During October 1944, Monthly
Report No. 7, in Eistory, MAAF, XXXV, -
50. RAY Maditarranesn Baview, No. 8, p. 119; Nox 9 (Oct.-Dec. 44), pp. 63-64,
561.. Ibid.. No. 9, pp. 72-77. '
52. 1hid., p. 49.
S3. lhid. n7s8.

54. Twelfth Alr Force, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944," p, 35: War
Diaries, 7th Troop Carrier Sq., Oct. and Nov. 44.

58, VWar Diary, 7th Troop Carrier 5q., Nov. 44.

56, History, 7th Troop Carrier Sq., Jan. 45, incl. Fo. 2.

»
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57. War Diary, 7th Troop Carrier Sq., Nov. 44; Var Diary, Sist !l'roop-
Carrier Sq., Nov. 44. ' _

- 58, Ibid. This was BETHESDA landing ground.
59. Ibid., Dec. 44; History, 5lst Troop Carrier Wing, Dec. 4, p. 3.

60. Hq, MAAF, Special Operations During October 1944, Monthly Report
No. 7, in History, NAAF, XXXV. The squadron also dropped 52.96 net
long tons to Italy and 62.30 net long tons to Greece. )

61. History, 885th Bomb Sq., Nov. 44.

62. lhid., Dec. 44; Hq. MAAT, Special Operations During December 1944,
Monthly Report No. 9, in History, MAAF, XXXV, .

63. History, 885th Bomb 8q., Dec. 44, pp. 1-2. The most impressive
record was made on 4-5 Nov. 44 whsn the 205 Bomb Group (RAF) and
"other units flew 447 sorties to drop 527 net long tons to Yugoslavia,
Bummary of Special Operations, Dec. 43-Dec. 44, in History, MAAF, XIi,

64. History, Fifteenth Special Gp. (Prov.), Jan. 45, pp. 2-3.
65. BAF Mediterranean Raview, No. 10 (Jan.-March 45), pp. 78-83.

66. lIbid., pp. 83-86.

67. Hq. MAAF, Operations Instruction No. 95, 4 Jan. 45, "Buployment of
Supply Dropping Units of MAAF," in Higtory, MAAF, XXXVIII,

68. War Diary, 51st Troop Carrier Sq., Jan. 45; History, 51st Troop
. Carrier Wing, Jan. 45, p. 5. :

69. One can fight with statistics here, as usual, and still not be certain.
The War Diary, 5Slst Troop Carrier Squadron, February 1944, page 49,
lists 175 sortlies, of which 140 were successful; the History, 5lst
Troop Carrier Squadron, February 1944, agrees with these figures;

‘but the History, Slst Troop Oarrier Wing, February 1945, admits 133
successful sorties of 168 flown, and Headquarters, MAAY, Monthly
Report No. 11, February 1945, states that 174 sorties were attempted,
1364 succeeded--then 1lists 149 successes! The only item on which all
sources agree is that there were*12 night nickeling sorties that
dropped 48,000 1bs, of propaganda.

70. VWar Diary, 5lst T;-oop Carrier Sq., Teb. 45, p. 491.

71. There were three drops at Glina northeast of Bihac, two at Vocin,
and one at Kalinovik between Sarajevo and Mostar. Ibigd.

72. War Diary, 5lst Troop Carrier Sq., March 45,

“
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73.

74.

75.
76.
77.
78,
79.
- 80.
81,

82.
83.
84,
85,
86.
87.
88.
89,
. 90,

91.

92.
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Hq. MAAF, Special Operations During January-March 1945, Monthly
leports Nos. 10-12, in History, MAAF®, XXXV, - Statistics keep on
quarreling: The Eistory, 2641st Special Group (Prov), March 1945,
states that the 859th Bomb Squadron completed 129 of 143 sorties
to Tugoslavia to deliver about 266 long tons (net); the Monthly

Report No. 12 hae 142 completed, with about 279 long tons (net)
delivered,

Hstory, Fifteenth Special Gp. (Prov), Jan. 45. P. 34; Migtory,
26418t -Special Qp, (Prov), March 45,

Eistory, 16th Troop Oarrier Sq., April 45,
BAY Heddtorranean Heview, Ko. 10, pp. 90-96.
inid. ., pp. 89, 97. ) '
History, 16th Troop Carrier 8q., Ma} 45,
Special Operations (A1r) NTO, p.p'. 14-16, 36-37.
Inid., pp. 13, 34.

Twelfth Alr Force, "Troop Carrier Uperations, 1944," P. ‘31; History,

624 Troop Carrier Gp., Nov. 44; Hietories, 885th Bomb 99.» Nov, .=Dec,
4“4 .

Twelfth Alr Yorce, *Troop Carrier Operations, 1944," p. 37.

Special Operations (Air) MTO, p, 11,

Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tad 2, p, 3,

War Diary, 11th Troop Carrier Sq., May 44,

Twelfth Air Force, *Troop Carrier Operations, 1944," Annex D,
Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tab 2, p. 5,

JICAME Report No. 8108-44, BaF Operations for July 1944, in A-2 Lib,
Gitatiqn. 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tab 2, p. 6.

JICAME Report No. 8160-44, 15 Aug. 44, in A-2 Lib,

Conference at the Wolfschange, 3] July 44, in Himmler's files from
Hallein, Fo, 1, 8 Nov. 45, p, 12.

Special Operations (Air) MTO , p. 30.
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93. BSpecial Operations Sorties for February 1944, in History, MAAF,XII, °
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94. Statistics are extremely poor for these operations. The 0-47's
' averaged about 1.5 short tons (gross) per sortie, so an estimate of
about 55 tons delivered is not too far off. The 68th Reconnalssance
Group had 7 B-25's at Manduria flying to Italy, Yugoslavia, Albania,
and Greece. In March it flew at least 3 sorties to Greece and 7 to
~north Italy; by 16 April it had completed 10 sorties to Greece, 16
to Yugoslavia, and 5§ to north Italy. Special Operations Daily
Becord, in History, MAAF, XII, '

95. Var Diary, 5lLst Troop Carrier 8q., March 44.

96. Var Diary, 7th Troop Oarrier 8q., March 44.

97. War Diary, 5l1st Troop Carrier Sq., March 44.

98. B8pecial Operations NTO, Sec. X, p. 2.

99. 1In April there were 84 successful sorties to Greece by all units,

- which delivered 80 long tones (grose). (Hq. MAAT, Special Operations
During April 1944, Monthly Report No. 1, in History, MAAF, XII.) A
search of war diaries and other sources reveals only five succeseful
C-47 sorties to Greece in April, History, 10th Troop Carrier Sq.,
Activation to 10 May 1944,

100. Hq. MAAF, Special Operations During May 1544, Monthly Report No. 2,
in History, MAAF, XII, Tigures for the squadrons were:

Squadron . Sorties Net 1lbs.
Successful Failed (Leaflets included)

10 17 4 54,724

11 35 2 106,161

12 13 1l 40,335

28 A8 - —0.127

TOTALS - - 83 9 261,347

Oompiled from squadron Mission Reports, May 44.

101. Statistics for June 1944 were:

Squadron Sorties Net 1bs,
‘ Successful Falled (Leaflets included) 4
10 13 0 42,673 ;
11 20 3 58,504
12 15 2 45,749 :
28 22 = Y R<¥ 4
TOTALS . 80 7 184,301
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102.

103.

104.

105.
106.
107.
108.
108.
110.
111.

112.

113,

“1bs. (net) of supplies.
Troop Oarrier 8qs., July 44.

| | — | 188

_Compiled from squadron Mission Reports, June 44.

Statistics are incomplete. The 10th and 11th Troop Carrier Squadrons
together completed 10 of 29 sorties to Greece and delivered 29,002
Combat Mission Reports, 10th and 11th

Hq, MAAT, Special Operations During October 1944, Monthly Report
No. 7, in History, MAAY, XXXV,

Deliveries to Greece, August-November 1944, were as follows:
Tons delivered ¢ of 51 T.C.

Month Net long tons Net long tons

delivered to delivered to to all targets Wing tonnage
Greece by all Greece by 51 by £1 T.0. delivered to
units ?7.C, Wing Wing Greece

August £0.01 48.44 755,7 6.4
September 124,82 84,36 601.0 14.0
October 397,54 105.21 185.28 . 57.0
November 22,65 268 —B1.36 8.3
TOTALS 602.02 259.69 1,803.34 14.3

Complled from Hq, MAAF, Konfhly Reports Nos. 5-8, 1in History, MAAF,
XXXV,

CM-IN-16352 (18-9-44), AFHQ to WD, 16 Sep. 44, Medcos 190.

BAY Mediterranesn Raview, No. 8, p. 113.

History, 28th Troop Carrier Sq., Sep. 44.

CM-IN-9179 (10-10-44), Wilson to British C's/S, 7 Oct. 44, #FX-35652.
Special Operations MTO, Sec. X, p. 2.

CM-IN-9179 (10-10-44), Wilson to Britien C's/S, 7 Oct[‘lﬁmsssé.

War Dlary, 7th Troop Carrier Sq., Oct. 44.

History, 5lst Troop Carrier Wing, Oct. 44; Twelfth Air Force, "Tr&op
Carrier Operations, 1944," pp. 65-68: War Diary, 7th Troop Carrier

8q., Oct. 44; History, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Oct. 44: History,

S51st Troop Carrier Sq., Oct. 44; The Stars and Stripes (Italy) »16 Oct. 44,
P.5; History, and War Diary, 624 Troop Carrier Op., Oct. 44; BAF

bedltexranean Haview, No. 9, pp. 55-56.

Seventeen successful sorties to Greece are listed in War Dieries,
7th and 5lst Troop Carrier Squadrons, November 1944,

-
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114,
115,
116,
117.
118.
119.
120.
121,

- 122.

123,
124,
125,

1%.'

127,

128.

129,

130.

War Diary, Slst Troop Carrier Sq., Nov. 4,

Ihid, , Dec. 44.

Special Operations (Air) MTO, p, 72. E
ibid, , p. 73.. |

inid. , p. 70.

Ipid. , p. 68.

Idid., pp. 79, 81; History, 2641st Special Op. (Prov), April 45.

Ibid. In addition to supply and infiltration missions,.epecial
duty aircraft dropped 42 tons of propagsnda leaflets over Austria,

‘Czechoslovakia, Rumania, and Hungary. See App. 15], this study.

Spec:fal Operations (Air) MTO, p. 63,

ibid.

ind ,

Var Diaries, 7th and 5lst Ti'oop Carrier Sqe., March 44; History,
10th Troop Oarrier 8q., Activation to 1 May 44; Mission Reports,
11th Troop Carrier Sq., May 44; ¥ar Diaries, 12th Troop Carrier 8q.,

May-June 44; Historles, 10th, 11th, 28th Troop Carrier Sqs., June 44,

The total welght of supplies dropped by these squadrons from April
through June 44 was 61,808 lbe, .

"The Guerilla Situation in South France and Italy," in History,
W. xII. )

History, 885th Bomb Sq., Sep. 44.
In Hq, MAAY, Special Operations During September 1944, Monthly

Report No. .6 (History, MAAY, XXXV), 1t is stated that the 885th
Bomb Squadron dropped 115,32 long tons (net) in morth Italy.

- However, the History, 885th Bomb Squadron, September 1944, states

that only 152,863 1lbs. were dropped--a net tomnage of 69.9.
History, 885th Bomb Sq., Oct. 44.

idid. The B-24's dropped 128,320 1bs, of supplies, 10,900 1bs.
of leaflets, and 3 agents. Of the 52 fallures, 38 were caused by
weather, 10 by lack of reception, 1 by mechanical failure, and 1

by enemy aoction.




AAYRE-21, Notes, Chap. v

131. COComparative :f:lgu.fu. taken frém MAATY Monthly Reports Nos, 5-13

(in net long tons) are:

August 1944 : 873.88
Septedber 858,32
October 471.96
November 1,309.12
December - 613.55
January 1945 707.84
February ‘ 1,452,02

‘. March 1,187.13
April 274,49
TOTALS 8,448,.31

132. "Special Account of Squadron Activities Over N
November 1944-3 January 1945," in History, 4th

Jan. 465.

133. Histories, 885th Bomb Sq., Nov. and Dec. 44

134. History, 5let Troop Carrier Wing, Nov.
‘7th, and 8th Troop Carrier Sqse., Nov.
Carrier Squadron was 8t1l) at Brindigi

135. The History, 624 Troop Carrier Group,
tons delivered, but squadron figures r
The 4th Troop Carrier Squadron completed
382,741 1bs. (net), and loet 1 047 near
Troop Carrier Sq., Jan, 45.) The 8th Troop Carrier Squadron operated

dhaly
158,51
199.85
73.37
265,65
440,50
261.95
718.45
689.11
~£12.46

3,626,.85

4, p. 2; Kistoﬂes, 4th,
and Dec. 44. The, 51st Troop

January 1945, claimg only 365
se the total consideradly.
106 sorties, dropped

La Spezia.

from 28 November 1944 to 3 January 1945, flew 120 succes
dropped 385,270 1bs. (net) and 8 "Joee® without loes.

Troop Carrier Sq. to CO 624 Troop Carrier Gp., "Narrative Report
of Parachute Re-Supply Operations to North Italy for Period 28
Fovember 1944 to 3 Janvary 1945.%) The 7¢h Troop Carrier Squadron
from 10 December 1944 to 9 January 1945 sent out 127 sorties, of
which 56 failed.  War Diaries, 7th Troop Carrier Sq., Dec. 44 and

136. War Dia.g-y. ?7th Troop Carrier Sq., Dec. 44

137, History, 624 Troop Carrier Gp., Jan.

4th Troop Carrier Sq., Jan. 45,

138, Hq, MAAF, "Special Air Room Report on Partisan
Italy," 18 Jan. 45, in Eistory, MAAF, XXXVIIT.

45; Higtory,
Wing, Jan. 45; War Diary, 7th Troop Carrier Sq., J

Activity in North

orthern Italy, 22
Troop Carrier Sq.,

(History, 4th

sful sorties,

61st Troop Carrier
an. 45; History,



139. Histories, 5lst Troop Oarrier Wing, Jan.-May 45. The breakdown

by months is: -
Manth Sortiex Hat 1ba,
January 1945 118 413,103
February 184 ' 653,303
March ' 284 1,009,502
April 398 1,365,197
May —t0 ' —nZ8.983
TOTALS 1,043 3,618,088 T

140. Tigures from the 26%1st Special Group (Prov) are not available for
‘February 1945. ¥or the other monthg, the.breakdown is:

' Janua March April
~869th | 685th | 1ﬁ§ﬁ§?1‘§§3€£"'§§§EET2“§§s%h

Sorties attempted 42 76 9 163 . 159 199
Sorties completed - 18 26 2 10 i1 132
Net 1bs. 85,438 103,953 | 6,162 463,068| 482,297 570,481

Compiled from Histories, Fifteenth Special Gp. (Prov) and 2641st
Special Op. (Prov), Jan., March, and April 45, :

141. WVar Diary, 16th Troop Carrier Sq., Jan. 45. Fifteen of 30 sorties
by the 18th Troop Carrier Squadron failed because of incorrect
signals or lack of reception. War Diary, 18th Troop Carrier Sq.,
Jan. 45,

142. Other causes of failures were: wrong signals or no reception, 71;
no escort, 10; enemy action, 1; navigational error, 1; mechanical
fallure, 1; miscellaneous, 8. History, 51st Troop Carrier Wing,
Feb, 45, p. 3.

-

143. History, 16th Troop Carrier Sq., Feb. 45.

144, Histories, 2641st Special Gp.. (Prov), March, April 45. The Group
lost two B-24's at BEHI, a DZ southwest of Livigno on the Swiss

border, one by crashing into the mountains,and one to five Italian
Fasclist fighter planes.

145. Special Operations (Air) MTO, p. 665.
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1.
20

3.

10.

11.

l2.

13,

14.

15.

-

Chapter VI

-
-

History of Special Operations, ETOUSA, Pt. I, Ohap. II, pp. 345-47.
CARPETBAGGER Higtory, II1. See App. 9, thil study.

Special Operations MTO, Sec. XVI, App. A.

History of Special Operations, FPIOUSA, Pt, I, Oha.p. 11, p. 362. The
personnel seem to have varied semewhat, !.'i:l/ source states, on page
343, that the 085 assigned 64 U. S. officerd and noncommissioned
officers to the Jedburgh teams, hardly emough to supply an American
officer to each of 100 teams. CAFPETBAGGER History, I, states that
there were two officers and one enlieted man per team.

History of Special Operations, ETOUSA, Pt. II, Chap. II, pp. 858-866.
In addition to radio operators of the Jedburgh teams, there were 51
other radio operators functioning in France on D-day. Jbid., Pt. I,
Chap. II, p. 3665.

History, 856th Bomb Sq., Sep. 44-April 45.

Directive, Adv. Hq. Force 133 to Hq. TAF, 7 Jan. 44; Directive, Hq.
MATAT to A/C Forster, SAS, Hq. Yorce 133, ot al., 12 Jan. 44; Adv.
Hq. Force 133 to Hq. TAF, 16 Jan. 44, :ln MANHOLE-BUNGHOLE folder.

AC/AS, Plans.
OM-0UT.9774 (17-.1-44). CCS’'to Wilson, 25 Jan. 44, $02-291.

Teletype, Adv. Hq. Force 133 to Hq. TAF, 30 Jan. 44; Adv. Hq. Force
133 to MATAF, 31 Jan. 44; MATAF to Fwd. DA¥, Hq. Force 133, at al.,
31 Jan. 44.

Minutes of Daily Staff Meeting, 1 Feb., 44, in History, MAAF, LI,
The proposed landing ground was only about 240 miles from Bari, well
within the C-47'e range.

CM, Hq. Force 133 to MAAF, TAF, DAP, gt al,, 3 Feb. 44, $8/475, in
History, MAAF,

CM, 249 Wing (BAF) to 267 Sq. (RAF), 4 Feb. 44, ibid.
CM, MAAF to MATAF, 5 Feb. 44, #A.284, 1bid.

CM, "Fatima®" (Air Division) Baril to MATAY (R), MAAF CP, 6 Feb., 44,
271, ihid.

CM, MATAF to DAF, 7 Feb. 44, #AC/6; Twiring to MAAF, 8 Feb.44, $8.476,
ipid.
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16. OM, MATAF to Fwd. DAF, 249 Wing, st al., 15 Feb, 44, $AC.54, ibid.
17. COM, Hq. MAAF to MATAF, ot al., 15 Peb. 44, #A-433, ibia.

18, Manhole Operational Order No. 2, Hq. MATAF to Hq., DAF, at al.,
17 Yeb. 44. : :

19, Twelfth Air Force, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944," p. 8; Eistory,
624 Troop Carrier Gp., Fedb. 44.

2. CM, Adv. Force 133 to Adv. MAAT ot al., 17 Feb, 44, %G.191, in
History, MAAYF,

21. History, 624 Troop Oarrier Gp., Feb, 44; War Diary, 7th Troop
Carrier Sq., Feb. 44, A-36's dive-bombed Sibenik to provide diver-

sionary cover.,

22. Special Operations (AIR) MIO, pp. 64, 87.

23. Ibid., p. 42.

24, Hq, MAAF, "Special Operations During April 1944," Monthly Report
No. 1, in Eistory, MAAF, XII.

'25. Hq, MAAF, Special Operations During May 1944, Monthly Report No. 2,
inid.

26. 60th Troop Carrier Op., "Story of Resupply."

27. OM, Adv. Force 133 o MATAF ot al., 2 Feb. 44, #2/586, in History, MAAF,
28. CM, 242 Group to MATAF (R), 5 Feb. 44, #A.0.665, ibid.

29, COM, Hq, MAAF to Hq. MLTAF‘ et al.., 7 Feb., 44, #AS.8, ihid.

30. OM-IN-21565 (30-3-44), Wilson to British C's/S, 29 March 44,
Medcos 77, in Superduper file.

31. Memo, Wilder to Allen, 23 April 44,
" 32. Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tad 2, p. 3.

33, Hq. MAAF, Special Operations During April 1944, Monthly Report No., 1,
in History, MAAF, XII,

34. Hq. MAAT, "Special Operations During May 1944," Monthly Report No. 2,
ihid. ’
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- 36,

36.

37.

38,

39,

45,

46,

193

Hq, MAAT, Special Operations, Monthly Reports Nos. 1-2, 5-13, ibid..
III, XXXV; Twelfth Alr Force, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944," p. 33
See App. 151, this study. ‘

Twelfth Air Force, *Troop Carrier Operations, 1944,% p, 33.

Hq. MAAF, Special Operations During August and September, 1944,
Monthly Reports Nos. 5 and 6, in History, MAAF, XXXV,

Tl statisties for July are not available, but the 12th Troop

Carrier Squadron alone flew 59 landing missions that delivered

243,086 1bs, of supplies and evacuated 653 persons, including 132
children and 6 women. The others were mostly wounded Partisans.
(History, 12th Troop Carrier Sq., July 44.) There were 74 successful
pick-ups from Greece, which took out 600 persons. Special Operations *
(Air) MIO, p, 30; Special Operations MTO, Sec. XVI, App. A.

The figures as reported in Hq. MAAF, Special Overations, lionthly
Heports Nos. 8-13 (History, MAAF, XXXV) , are: '

Month . do. Evacuated
November 1944 494
December ) 274
Jamuary 1945 378
February 888
March 1,061
April . 1,339

History, 28th Troop Carrier Sq., Sep. 44

Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tab 2, p. 4.
ibid.
History, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., July 44,

Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tab 2, p. 6, 1In April 1942, a
C-47 in Burma took off with 74 passengers——and landed with 75, AAF

Hiﬂtorical stw’ﬂ NO. 12' m m ul Enm man P. 36 &nd n, 71
p. 1420

]
L3

Special Operations MTO, Sec, VIII, p. 3; BAF Mediterrapean Revd ey,
Fo. 7, p. 86. )

OM-IN-5743 (8-5-44), SOMTO to AFHQ, 6 May 44, %G-25, Dally Sitrep
Yo, 22; OM~IN-10670 (14-5-44), SOMTO to ATHQ, 13 May 44, 495, Daily

S8itrep No. 29; CM-IN-23085 (30-5-44), Wilson to British C's/s,
29 May 44, Medcos 115.

L e
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47,

48.

49,

56.

57.

58.

59,

Ltr., Col. George Kraigher to Haker, "German-Airborne Attack on
Drvar, 25 and 26. May 1944," 3 June 44, in History, MAAY, XII,

An SOE gource revealed that before the attack the Yugeslav military
attaché in the United States had gabled the location of Tito's head-
quarters to Mihailovich's repres¥htative in Cairo, and after the
attack sent news of Tito's location at Sator. OM-1N-10034 (13-6-44),
British C's/S to Mideast, 12 June 44, $005 ME 4,

CN-IN-22298 (25-5-44), SOMTO to ATHQ, 27 May 44, $0/139, Daily
8itrep No. 42.

dhid.; 1tr., Kraigher to Eaker, 3 June 44, in History, MAAT, XII.
CM-IN-17599 (29-5-44) , AMBSO to 30 Military Mission, 28 May 44,
#2803, in Special Operations NTO, Sec. VIII, Annex G;: AFHQ
CM-IN-17951 (20-5-44), Wilegon to Air Ministry, 29 May 44, in
Special Operations MTO, Sec. VILI, Annex H.

Special Operatione (Air) MTO, p. 19; OM-IN-23085 (30-5-44), Wileon
to British C's/S, 29 March 44, Medcos 115; Citation, 60th Troop
Carrier Gp., Tadb 2, P. 4.

Ltr., Zaker to Arnold, 1 June 44, in History, MAAF, II. RAF

Mediterranean Review, No. 7, pp. 56-86.

Meg., Lt. Col. Street to MAAF, 30 May 44, in 1tr., Xaker to Arnold,
1l June 44, ia History, MAAF, II,

BAE Medlterranean Raview No. 7, p. 86.

Special Operations (Air) MTO, P. 25; CM-IN-3678 (5-6-44), Force 266
to AFHQ, 4 June 44.

Special Operations (air) MTO, p. 26; BAY Mediterranaan Feviey, No. 10,
PP. 125-126.

Special Operations (Air) MTO, P. 26. This account has the evacua-
tions occurring on 23-24 August, but other and more reliable sources
agree that it was on 22-23 August . '

Higtory, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Aug. 44, p, 2,
History, 28th Troop Carrier Sq., Aug. 44.
dbid.; Special Operations (Air) MTO, p, 26, The heroine of thie

action was Alice, an Ingiish-gpeaking Partisan whose untiring efforte
resulted in maximum efficiency in handling a most confused situation.

BAE Medlterranean Review, No. 10, p. 126.-
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51 ‘.

62.

63.

65.
66.

67.

68.
69.
70.

71,

72.
73.

74,

Special Operations (Air) MTO, p. 27.

War Diary, Elst Troop Oarrier-8q., March 45; Hietory,
Carrier Sq., March 45. ’

¢

SAX mmmmo ¥o. 10, pl' 126,

- 195

Slst Troop

The number of Fifteenth Alr Force escapees by monthe was: January 1944,

1; February, 11; March, 32; April, 86; May, 176. (History, MAAF, III,

P. 319.) Another source states that 225 American and

two BAY ai{rmen

" were evacuated from Yugoslavia in May 1944. Hq. MAAY, Special Opera-

tions During May 1944, Monthly Report No. 2, in History, .MMI‘. X1,

History, MAAF, III, p. 320.

Lt. Ool. Iinn M. Parie, Senior American Officer, Anglo-American

Mlitary Mission, to MAAF Director of Operations, 25 March 44, 1n¢1.No. '

1l in Norstad to CG Fifteenth Air Force, 16 April .44. in History,
MAAF, VIII, fThe 1iaison plenes, two L5-V'e and two RAF Austers,

were assigned on 15 April 1944, Hq. MAAY, Operations
Fo. 24, 15 April 44, ibid.

Instruction

Lir., Baker to Arneld, 3 Sep. 44, ibid., XXVI; 1tr., Kraigher to
Eaker, 20 July 44, ibid., XXXV, An example of evacuation from
Mihallovich's headquarters was the mission of six C-47's on the night
of 29/30 day 1944. The planes dropped supplies at various DZ's

on the way, then landed at a ehort strip in western Bosnla, delivered

two Yugoslav Quislings caught in Italy, and evacuated 61 men, mostly

American flyers. On the next night, another C-47 took

out Brigadier

Armstrong and six others. Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tab 2,

p. .
History, MALF, III, 3i9.p4,
At 44°2' ¥, 20%1' E,

History, MAAY, 1IL, p, 325.

Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tadb 2, p. 7; Histcry, 10th Troop
Carrier Sq., Aug. 44; Hietory, S5lst Troop Carrier Wing, Aug. 44.
i‘he last source states that 271 American flyers were evacuated,

Another source, the History, 60th Troop Carrier Croup,

-glves the figure as 226 Allied flyers evacvated on 10

Hietory, 60th Troop Carrier Go., Sep. 44,
History, 5lst Troop Carrier Sq., Jan. 45,

BAY Mediterranean Review, No. 10, pp. 95, 113.

August 1944,
August 1944,
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75. COM-IN-647 (1-10-44), Eaker to Arnold, 1 Oct. 44, ¥M4-32898.

76.

Tifteenth and Twelfth Air Force recoveries » by land and by air,

were as follows: .
Country iSth Alr Force 12th Alr Forge Zotal
Albania ’ 16 < 0 "16
Bulgaria 305 0 3056
Czechoslovakia 64 0 64
France 60 15 76
Greece - 76 0 76
“Northern Italy M) 495 736
Rumania 1,309 - 0 1,309
Russian-occupied Austria 6 ) 6
Russian-occupied Germany . 2b (o] 25
Russian-occupied Hungary - . 681 <] 651
Hngsian-ocoupied Poland 215 0 25
Spain ) 18 3 2
Switzerland 332 14 346
Turkey 80 10 60
Tugoslavia 2350 22 2.4362
TOTALS ‘ 5,718 549 6,267

History, MAAF, III, 340a. Tigures for the Twelfth Air Force are from
November 1942 to April 1945; figures for the Fifteenth Air Force are
from November 1943 to April 1945. The Twelfth Air Force had 5,425
miesing in.action, of which 10 per cernt were rescued: the Fifteenth
had 22,753 missing in action, of which 25 per cent were rescued. At
the war's end, 22 per cent of all missing AAF personnel had bdeen
rescued, ‘ _

History, MAAF, III, p, 326, n. 7. Evacuation of Allied flyere from
Sweden and Switzerland, while an interesting phase of air operations,
lies beyond the scope of tnlg study since they were not strictly
special operations. The Air Transport Command carried out evacuation
from Sweden; and the Elghth Air Force, using B-17's and B-24's, the
latter belonging to the 492d Bomd Group, evacuated the Swiss internees
from Annecy. .




1.

2.

15.

16.
17.

18.
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Chapter VII

-

PVWD SHAEF, "Leaflet Operations, Western Buropean Theater," pp., 2-3.

’ [ﬁoreatter cited as Leaflet OperationsJ

PWD SHAEF, #The Leaflet Propagands Front," 15 Nov. 44, in Bistory,
lst Bomb Div., Nov. 44. [Hereafter cited as Leaflet Propaganda Front,/

Leaflet Operations, pp. 8«9,

A sample copy is in History, 850th Bomb Sq., May 44. The eixth
nmmber, covering March-16 April 1944, contained 32 vages.

A sample copy is in History, 1st Alr Division, January 1945,

See copies in ibid., Oct. 44. ‘ .
Leaflet Opera.tion.s. p. 9.

Leaflet Propaganda I‘roht. 15 Nov. 44,

Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tab 2, p. 3.

History, nfteéntﬁ Alr Force, 1I, . 21.

Leaflet Operations, p. 21,

Ina. .

ibid., pp. 21-22.

"Let's Set Course," p. 4, in History, 406th Bomb Sq., Mdy-45 (page

proof of a pamphlet, intended for orientation, which apparently was
was not published),

Aber became a major on 13 January 1944 and was a lieutenant colonel
at the time of hig death on 4 March 1945. (War Diary, 4224 Bomd Sq.,
Jan, 44.) Thie remarkabdle officer, a native of Racine, Wisc., was
& graduate 1n engineering from Purdue University, 1941. Hq. ErOUsA,

Release No. 9680, 26 Oct. 44,
History, Elghth Air Force, June 44, pp. 26-27.

War Diary, 4224 Bomd Sq., June 44.

‘Statistical Sumnary of Elghth £ir Force Operations, European Thoat_ef.

17 August 1942.8 May 1946, p. 10.
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18,

32.

33.

35,

36.

37.

a8,

"Let's Set Course," p. 4, in History, 406th Bomb 8q., May 45.

War Diary, 406th Bombd 8q., Jan. 45, The order for tnis change was
effective on 1 January 1945,

Operational Performance Record, in History, 406th BomB 8q., May 45,

Ltr., Hq. 1st Bomb Mv., "Dropping of Leaflets," 29 April 44, in
History, lst Bomb Div., April 44.

Ltr., Hq. 1st Bomd Div., "Dropping of Leaflets,* 22 May 44, inid. .,
May 44. .

Ltr., Hq. USSTAT to OG Righth Alr Force, Z1 June 44,

Directive, Hq., Eighth Air Force to CG's let, 24, and 34 Bomdb Divs.,
5 July 44.

History, 856th Bomb Sq., Oct.-Nov. 44,

GHQ ME, Directive No. 487, '26.Nov. 43, in Special Operations MTO,
Annex B. ‘

Twelfth Alr Force, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944," p, 18.
Hletory, 886th Bombdb Sq., Sep. 44.
h[a.r Diaries, 7th and 51at Troop Carrier Sqs., Nov. 44.

Let's Set Course," p, 5, in History, 406th Bomb Sq., May 45;
Beport of the 422d Bomb Sq. (H) on Night Operatione, p. 12, ibid.

Leaflet Operations, p. 23,

New York Herald-Tribune, 27 Oct. 44.

Report of the ‘4224 Bomb Sq. (H) on Night Operations, p. 12, in
History, 406th Bomb Sq., May 45.

Hq. Elghth Air Force, "Leaflet Bomb, " 12 April 44, buckslip in
Hietory, Eignth Air Force: War Diary, 4224 Bomd Sq., Jan. 44.

Leaflet Operations, p. 24; "Let's Set Course," p. 15, in History,
406th Bomb Sq., May 45.

Leaflet Operations, p. 23.

Hq. Rightn Air Force, "Leaflet Bomb Procedure,® 19 April 44, *
supporting docs. in History, Eighth Alr Force. For illustrations of
the leaflet bomb, see Histor;;. 856th Bomd Sq., Oct.-Nov. 44.
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39. Leaflet Operations, pp. 34-25. P-47's carried 9 T-3 bombs,3 under
each wing and 3 in the belly-tank position. B-26's could carry 6

T-1 bombs holding 480,000 leaflets, or 20 T-3 bombs holding 300,000
leaflets. - :

AAYEH-21, Notes, Chap. VII

40. Hq. Righth Air Force, "Leaflet Bomb Procedure,® 19 April 44.
41. lLeaflet Operations, p. 1.
42. Var Diaries, 1lst Bomb Div., Oct.-Dec. 43. ’

43. The following table shows frequency of nickeling sorties by the
4224 Bomb Squadron to various cities of western Europe, January-

March 1944:;

and Country Jan. fab,  Marxch  Total
Paris, France . 4 4 7 16
Anmiens " 14
Rouen n 14 -
Reims " 13
I1l1e " 12
Caen " 11
Rennes n 11
Orleans " 10

Antwerp, Belgium
Cambrai, France

Chartres *
Le Mans "
lorient "
Nantes "
Tours "

Brussels, Belgium
Brest, France
Chateauroux, France
Ghent, Belgium
Monceau sur Sambre, Belgium
Ralemes, France _
Angterdam, Netherlands
Charleroi, Belgium
Grenoble, France

The Hague, Netherliands
Leeuwarden "
Toulouse, France
Bremen, Germany
Evreux, France

Liege, Belgium
Limoges, France

Lyon, France
Rotterdam, Netherlands
Utrecht LI
Vichy, France

OOOOOOHHOCOOOONOONWMMBBG G IHDGWD® DB
OCOCOOOHOOFOOHOONGILIH M GILICILIEIEI LI b O h b b 0 ON
HHHEHPHPOOOFNNMHNGOMEKFHMEGN DG 6 680 60 e o o
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Oompiied from War Diaries, 4424 Bomd St_;.

44. The unreliability of statistics yis well illustrated by two sources:
"The total number of leaflets dropped by the Eighth Air Force during
February was somewhat in excess of 32,000,000" (History, Righth
‘Adr Force, Feb., 44, p. 7), but the 422d Bomd Squadron alone dropped

52,640,000.

45. Var Diary, 4224 Bomb Sq., April 44: Bighth Air Force, Narrative of
- Operations, April 1944,

46. VWar Diary, 4224 Bomb Sq,, May 44. «
47, Eightl'z Alr Force, Narrative of Operations, May 44.

48. Var Diary, 422d Bomb Sq,, May 44. Neither the History, Bighth Air
Force, nor the Statistical Summary reproduced in Appendix No., 21
includes the 6/7 May attack, '

49, War Diary, 4224 Bomb S8q., June 44; Hq, ETOUSA, Release No. 9680,
26 Oct, 44. The targets were Lisieux, Falaise, Argentan, Pont
L'Bveque, Le Mans, Vire, Carentan, Rennes, St. 13, Cherbourg, Laval,
Villes Boiage, Bayeux, Thury, Harcourt, Concle sur Nocreau, and
Pontanbault. .

50. War Diary, 422d Bomb Sq., June 44. The number of targets was sur-
passed on 17/18 June when 10 B-17's nickeled 41 French localities.

Statistical Summary of Eighth Air Force Operations, Buropean
Theater, 17 August 1942—8' May 1945,

o

52. History, Eighth Air Force, July 44, po. 25-26,

53. The History, Eighth Air Force, July 1944 1s migtaken in stating that
"Leaflet-dropping operations of the Eighth Air Force reached an
all-time high during July." -

54. leaflet Propaganda Front, 15 Nov. 44.

55. Another plane was lort by the 406th Bomb Squadron in October. (Bee
App. 20, this study.) The History, Eighth Air Force, October 1944,
page 53, states that two planes were destroyed by nighs fighters.

66. History, Eighth Air Force, Nov. 44, pp. 39-40.
57. The 406th Bomb Squadron dropped about 109,000,000 tactical leaflets

and about 28,000,000 strateglc leaflets; the RAF dropped about
23,000,000 strategic leaflets. Leaflet Propaganda Front, 31 Dec. 44.
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58. Ibid.., 25 Jan. 45, - In December, British-based planes dropped’

- 287,286,000 leaflets: French-~baged Planes and artillery units added
from 10,000,000 to 20,000,000; the 406th Bomb Squadron dropped
137,000,000 (but compare App. 20, this study); the Eighth Air Forece
bombers dropped 112,000,000; and the RAY dropped 38 »000,000.

59. Higtary, Bignth Air Force, Dec. 44, pp. 16-17.

60. Var Diary, 406th Bomd Sq., Jan. 46; History, 406th Bomb Sq., Feb, 45

61. History, 406th Bomb Sq,, March 45. He was followed in command by
Maj. Robert H. Gaddy on 7 March 1945,

62. 0f 510,000,000 leaflets delivered in March, the RAF dropped
61,000,000; the 406th Bomd Squadron, 183,000,000; and the regular
bombers 276,000,000, Distridbution was ag follows: :

German troops 220,456,000
German civilie.n_a 247,640,000
Dutch 25,280,000
Frenchmen in Germany 15,200,000
Norweglans 1,120,000

v Danes : —304,000
510,000,000

Leaflet Propaganda Front, 30 Apri]: 45,

63. "Let's Set Course, " . 5, in History, 406th Bomb Sq, , May 45, -

64. mhﬂnmﬂm. No. 6, p. 10L.

65. One source gi ves the figure as 87,9 groes tons. (Special Operationg
(Adr) MTO, p, 44.) Another source raises 1t to 98 tong, Special
Operatione, MTO, Sec. XVI, App. A. ‘

66. Incoming cables, Elsenhower to WD, 5722 (9-7-43), 7 Avg, 43,
#W-4413/8749; 12975 (18-7-43), 18 July 43, #W-5167/1961 ; 22614
(30-8-43), 29 Aug. 43, #W-8634;: 1637 (3-8-43), 3 Aug. 43, #W-6406.

67. History, Fifteenth Air Force, II, P. 21.
68. RAF Mediterranean Beview, No. 10, p. 64,
69. Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Gp., Tadb 2, p. 3,

70. Monthly tonnages were:

12 Feb,-1 April 9,06 August §7.1
April 68,7 September 45,0
May 56.9 October 16.5
June 67.4 November 3.0
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70,“ Contd)

72.

73,

74.

75.

76,

7.

Elh wg

Juy 56.8  December

TOTAL

14.0
414.46

Twelfth Atr Yorce, Troop ‘Carrier Operations,

1944, pp. 10, 33, 37.
Soe'allo‘tpp. 12, this study.

History, Elst Troop Oarrier Sq., Feb. 44.

War Diary, 7th Troop Oarrier Sd.. Fed. 44,

idid. ; April 44,

A total of 18,131 1bs. were dropped, of which 13,496 were delivered
on three sorties from 22-25 February. Twelfth Air ¥orce, Troop
Carrier Operations, 1944, p. 10; War Diaries, 7th and Slst Troop
Carrier Squadrons, February-March 44,

Twelfth Alr Force, "Troop Carrier Operations, 1944," p. 27.

War Diaries, 7th and Blst Troop Carrier Sqgs., Nov. 44. A total of

23 tone was dropped by the two squadrons during the month. Omly
one sortlie went to Greece. :

War Diary, 5lst Troop Carrier Sq., Dec. 44.

A more or less random samling of troop carrier nickeling operations
glves a fair indication of this phase of special operations. On
sorties that dropped 3,500 to 4,000 1lbs. of leaflets, no supplies
were dropped. The following examples are taken from squadron War

Diaries:
1944 Squadron  No. of C—47's Country
' : on fhe Misslon - Nickeled Dropped (1bs.)
8/9 April 10 2 Albania 470
10 2 Greece, Yugo. 800
10 1 Albania 700
12/13 10 6 Yugoslavia 1,380
10 1 Italy 300 |
14/15 10 6. Yugoslavia 1,560
15/16 10 10 Yugoslavia 740
16/17 10 3 Greece 525 i
10 3 Yugoslavia 1,225 1
10 1 Albania 300
18/19 10 3 Albania - -.1,350
19/20 10 2 Yugoslavia - 330 -
10 1 Bulgaria 4,500
10 1. Yugoslavia 300
25/26 10 3 Tugoslavia 650
" 10 1 Greece 230
(Contd)
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77. (Contd) : . - -
1944 Souadron No. of C-47's. Country Nickels
on the Misaion Hickeled Qropped (1bs.)

26/27 10 1l Yugoslavia 150
30 Apr./1 May 10 4 Yugoslavia 800
5/6 10 5 Greece y 600
14/18 10 1 Greece 150
. 2/22 ‘ 10 6 Greece ) 600
30 May/1 June 10 3 Ttaly 1,800
1/2 November 51 1l Tugo., Albania 4,600
6/7 61 1 Yugo., Albania 4,500

? . 7 1l Oreece . 4,500 -
©12/13 7 1 Albania 4,500
16/17 51 1 Yugoslavia 4,000
18/19 51 1 Yugo., Albania 4,000
19/20 7 o1 Yugo., Albania 4,500
20/a 4 1 Yugoslavia 4,000
23/23 7 1 Yugoslavia 4,000
23/ 24 61 1 Yugo., Albania 4,000
4 December 51 1l Yugoslavia 4,000
17 51 1 . 4,000
18/19 - 51 1 " 4,000
19 51 1 " 4,000
a - 51 1 " 4,000
26/27 61 1 " 4,000
7/28 51 1 " 4,000

78. History, Elst Troop Carrier Wing, Jan. 45; War Diary, Elst Troop
Carrier Sq., Jan. 45, - '

79. War Diaries, 5lst Troop Carrier Sq., Feb,-March 45. 1In April the
Slset Troop Carrier Wing dropped four tons of leaflets to all targets.
History, 51st Troop Carrier Wing, April 45,

80. 1In October, the 885th Bomb Squadron flew 33 successful sorties to the
Balkans and dropped 10,900 1bs. of leaflets, an average of 330 1bs.
per sortie. History, 885th Bomd 8q., Oct. 44,

81. History, 2641st Special Op. (Prov), Jan,-March 45, The breakdown
for the two monthe was:

Balkans | Italy
Month No. of Lbs. Average ko, of Lbs, Average .

sorties , yper sortie sorties per sortie
January 76 15,400 203 44 12,200 . 230
March 133 25,800 194 _ 108 15,800 172

L Y
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82.

83.

84.

85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91,

92,

Long tons of leaflets dropped by special duty alrcraft in the
Medlterranean theater, August 1944-April 1945 were as follows:

Countxy AlgZ.. SeD. mmmm..nn..mnm Zotal

Albania 8.21 6.22 3.2 65,09 - : 21.78
Germany- _ R

Austria 13 .13 2.18 6,26 2,40 11.09
Bulgaria 2.01 ’ 2.01 |
Crete - .13 .49 .62
Czechoslo- ° :

vakia Y1 .13 2.63 2.68 4.28 9.99
France 25.60 6.60 32,20
Greece 5.53 11.10 9.40 4.02 19.20 9.3 58. 56
Hungary 1.69 1.01 2.70
Italy 14.41 10.17 4.68 12.46 9.37 4.95 28.00 7.32 7.33 98.69
Poland .06 .06

Yugoelavia 42.90 36,96 _6.23 49.03 36.42 18.26 6319 44.28 24.5) 32173
TOTALS 98,66 71.74 24.77 71.49 65.25 32.52 96,00 60.48 38.52 559,438

a. 559.43 long tons equals 615.37 short tons.

Compiled from Hq, MAAF, Special Operationa. Monthly Rsnorta Nos. 5-13,
in History, MAAF; XXXV, _ C

New York Herald-Tribuns, 27 Oct. 44.

PWD SHAEF, Leaflet Section, "latest Reporte-on Leaflet Reactions,®
No. 11-T, undated supporting doc., in History, lst Bomb Div., Oct. 44.

m_d. No., 12, 11 Nov. 44.
Idid., No. 12, 11 Nov, 44; No. 13, 8 Nov. 44; and No. 16, 14 Dec. 44.
Ivid., No. 10, 30 Sep. 44.
Ipid., No, 11-S, undated. -

Leaflet Operations, p. 8.
Ltr., Brig. Gen. Robert A. McClure to CG Eighth Alr Force, 2 May 45.

60th i‘roop Carrier Gp., "Story of Resupply."

War Diary, llth Troop Carrier Sq., April 44,
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- BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Materials for this study were difficult to obtain because operations
discussed were highly secret in nature and adequate records, if they
exist, d1d not come to light. An unsuccessfil attempt, extending over
several weeks, was made to obtain materials from the Office of Strategic

Services. Perhaps i1t should be noted that 0SS records have been  somewhat °
dispersed during the reorganization of that office.

Unit histories, war diaries, and special reporte have been drawn
upon heavily. On the higher levels, the two histories of spetial overa-
tione in the Mediterranean theater and the history of the CARPEI'BAGGER
project from the United Kingdom were especially useful. Histories of the
Eighth, Twelfth, and Fifteenth Air Forces and the Mediterranean A11ied
Air Forces, while touching but briefly on special operations, were also
valuable, Among the hundreds of supporting documents that were filed
with the MAAF history are mang which relate to special operations. Where
not otherwise placed, the sources are to be found in the Archives Section
of the Alr Historical Office.

One finds considerable difficulty in reconciling statistics, espe-
clally when sources often disagree substantially. In such cases the
writer has accepted the statistice which, in nig Judgment, appear to ve
most reliavle. For the Medi terranean theater, this unfortunate situation

Beviey was helpful in providing background material on the
Partisan situation in the 3alkans and Italy.

Although the present study primarily treats of the AAF as a carrier
tor other agencies, the larger story would bve interesting, especially to
answer the question: "What , specifically, did the Partisgans accomplish
with supplies delivered by airt" To answer euch a question accurately,
one must have not only a detailed account of Partigan movements, but aleo
detailed migsion reports for each 8BUpply-dropping sortie. Except in a
very few cases, such reports have not been found. One would like to know,
too, exactly where each drop zone and each landing strip was located. A
few have been Pinpointed, but the writer sought in vain for target lists
complete with geographical coordinates.

m .
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Appendix No. 1 v

ORGANIZATION OF SPEOIAL CPEXRATIONS, MEDITERRANEAN THEATIR
DECEMBER 1943%

m - . : ATHQ ]
w oreim e mae o N . . e
) r__E_f, | : .__.-l_',_..__.’
Ao | GHQ ME I88U-6 | (2677 Bq.00.
(Italy) ) I SOE '} 0S8/80 ;

i Sag " [(S. Prance) !(s. . France)

o, 1 Special 2677 Hq. Co.!| Porce 133
Yorce (SOE) ' 0Ss/80 ' {Balkans, Crete,
- & the Aegean)

! Advance
Yorce 133
' (Implementation from
Italy of Force 133
Operations) ' : .

——

¢ Adapted from chart in Special Operations in the Mediterranean Theater of
Operations, Section III, Annex A.

Explanation of Abbreviations:
ACMFeeew—--Allied Central Mediterranean Forces
SOE.—-----Special Operations Executive (Britigh)
0S5/S0~-~~0ffice of Strategic Services, Special Operations Branch (u.s. )
ISSU~6-—--Inter-Service Signals Unit-6 (British)
GHQ ME.~—-General Headquartérs, Middle Hast
AFHQ——----Allied Force Headquarters

206
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Appendix No. 2
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‘ORGANIZATION OF SPEGlAL OPERATIONS, MEDITERRANEAN THEATER
APRIL 1944~

®
i AIHQ!——__-]
l SOMTO L‘1
[ S S
i
-_L_I______--l_---.,

S S o ! —

TF 163 || Forde 266 || Maciean |'fEQ 3E

i

(Italy) | (8. Prance) | !(Yugoslavia | Migsion ([
——— : ‘! Albania) [Yugoslavia)'' |
ot -filzg'__ — ]
No. 1 Speciall [2677 Hq, Co.] [T5506 | 2677 my. Co. | . Force 133 _
Force ! 0SS/80 ' S0E J' ! 08S/80 i : (Greecg
‘ L ' .: ! Rumania
Bulgaria .
' Crete I
Aegean)

Operational Control
_____ -~ Co-ordination

* Adapted from chart in Special Operations in the Mediterranean Theater of

Operations, Section III, Annex B.

Explanation of Abbreviations:

AFH(~——Al)1ed Force Headquarters

SOMTQ-—-Special Operations, Mediterranean Theater of Qperations

AAl e pllied Armies in Italy

IF 163--Task Force 163

GHQ ME--General Headquarters, Middle East

08S/80--0ffice of Strategic Services, Special Operatione Branch (U. s.)
ISSU-6--Inter-Service Signals Unit-6 (Britigh) ,
SOE----_Special Operations Executive :
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Appendix No. 3

- ORGANI ZATIOR OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS, MEDITERRANEAN THEATER
JUNE 1944*

-—:‘r——; —_
e o o o v e | e e mm wm e e aer - o —_— = ——— — -~ o= oo -
T~ % T o r - | "~ ﬁ.w
i T AAT Land Forces| , Balkan| | Maclean |G ME] TP 163 ‘]
) (Italy) ! Adristic I Adr Migsion (S.Francg)‘
: '*"—j;;x<::' ' F—-—*-fv~ qu?ca ‘f(Yugoelavia) i
: //' \ ' . i
| No. 1 Speciall [ 2677 Regta [ Forge 399 l Force 133 |
i Force ! OSS/SO l(Yugoslavia! ; (Bulgnriaj
' e edle— 7 Albania ) {  Rumania |
i Bungary) | : |  Greece
i ' Crete

Aegean) /

SOE

1SSU-6 ’ 2677 Fegt|

Operational Control .
........ Co-ordination

* Adapted from chart in Special Operations in the Mediterranaan Theater of
Operatione, Section III, Annex C.

Explanation of Abbreviations:

ATHQ e e Allied Force Headquarters

GHQ ME-—.---General Headquarters, Middle Hast

TF 163~—~—- Taek Force 163

AAl e eeeAllied Armies in Italy

SPOCw~---~——-8pecial Projects Operations Center. ’
ISSU-€,SO0E-~Inter-Service Signals Unit-6, Special Operations Ixecutive
0SS SO0------0ffice of Strategic Services, Special ‘Operations

208 ‘lill.ll.
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Appendix No, 6

OPIRATIONAL CYCLE OF "CARPETBAGGER® MISSIONS!

Following events at Harrington. for thirty-six hours provides e good
picture of the Carpetbagger operational process.
: dargeis Repelved and Dlottaed. This process begine at 170G hours, at
which time the Conference Room at Air Operatione Headquarters, 08S, in
London, via the scrambler telephone gives S-2 the 1igt of approved targets
for the following night. The targets are designated by names and numbers
(e.g., "Wheelwright 11," "Mixer 7") which refer to targets kept on file
and described in detail on Air Traneport Forme $#6. During the evening,
8-2 plots these targets on a large operational map covering a wall of the
‘office of the Deputy Growp Commander. The map is in a scale of 1 to .
500,000, or about ten miles to the inch. It shows topographical features,
such ae elevations, rivers and forests. Any areas where "Special Opera-
tions" flights are prohibited are clearly indicated on the map, ;

When a target ie plotted, it is indicated by a tab rinned to the map,
The comparative priority of the missions is shown by bite of colored paper
attached to the pins. British or "Special Operations, Executive" targets
proposed for the same night are aleo plotted with distinctive tabs.

-2 Iargets Laid On. At about 0900 hours the following morning,
the Station Weather Officer advises the Commanding Officer, or.his Deputy,
of" weather conditions anticipated in the target areas, and at that time
it is decided where it will be practicable to send Carpetbagger aircraft.
Then the Commanding Officer, or his Deputy, selects the 1ist of targets
for the night, considering the nriority of requests for materiel in the
field, the reception record of the prarticular ground, the possibilities
of enemy opposition, the distribution of desired missions and the availa-
b11lity of aircraft and crews. The 1ist of selected missions is then
telephoned to the London Conference Room by the Intelligence Officer.and
if London has no practical changes to suggest, the list ig in effect for
that night'e operations.

m::n'a.uman io Squadrops. At about 1100 houre, the Squadron
Commanders are called in and meet before the map with the tabs pinpoint-

ing the targets for the night. Together, the squadron leaders select
targete for their crews, balancing the difficult with the comparatively
easy, the distant with the near, so that each squadron finally will have

about the same work load. Any disagreement arising among the squadron

.commanders ie decided by the toss of a coin; or, the Commanding Officer
may be called upon to make the decision.

Navigators Reocsive Targets. At about 1200 hours, the navigators of
the crews receive their targete from their Squadron llavi gator, who hag

-

[ 4
1. History of the 857th Bomb Sq. (K' Ma > 1944,

e
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received hie 1ist from the Group Navigator, who has been adviged of the

targets by S=2, "
In the meantime, S-2 officere have been gathering briefing data, and

preparing maps' and special instructions. s

At 1500 hours, each crew navigator turns in a flight plan to hig
Squadron Navigator, who brings all his squadron flight plans to the Group
Navigator. The flight plans and courses are checked by the Group and
Squadron Navigators, and if necessary, changes are made., A take-off time
(;’ schedule is made up by the Group Navigator, who is an assistant S-3. The
’ take-off time schedule is posted and distriputed to Squadron S-3's,

S=2 Brlefs Crews, Also at about 1500 hours, S-2 officers begin meet-
ing with officer-members of each crew. Crew maps are checked for location
of the target (latitude, longitude and terrain features). The S-2
officers use large-scale maps, 1 to 500,000 or 1 to 80,000, to insure
A accuracy. ZFach crew is briefed separately by an S-2 Officer and has the .
B - opportunity to study the S-2 map and to compare it with their own map.
Their maps are called target maps and are on a scale of 1 to 250,000 or
about five miles to an inch.

t
{

Zinal Briefing. At 1630 hours, a final briefing session is held for
all crew members. A weather officer displays the weather map and gives a
complete explanation of conditions for each target area, stressing expec-
-tations en route and at the home base on ‘the return  flignt, Weather
predictions cover direction and velocity of winds, cloud conditions,
lcing conditions, the likelinood of rain, sleet or snow., Then, the
Intelligence Officer gives any special information which may affect the
crew. Next, the Deputy Commander gives general flying and dropping in-
structione, and finally the Group Navigator gives instructions on the
route to be followed while over England and the point and altitude for
crosseing the English coast. He ends by giving the men a "time tick, % on
which all crew watches are synchronized. '

During the afternoon, énlisted crew members are briefed as necessary,

The crew navigator briefe them on the course, the type of reception signal, -
the code recognition letters for the target, and terrain features approach- |
ing and around the target. The radio operators are handed a radio "flimgy"
Just before take-off. The "flimsy" details all signal information includ-
ing the code letters, the ground challenge and reply letter, and the
colors of the day for flare signals over England, the navigational radio
. beacons, direction-finder stations in England, a list of the airdrome
‘ signals for England, and other navigational information, including the
y night's bomber code used in communication between bombers and home

stations. If necessary, the Group Communications Officer briefs radio
operators on special information.

The crew navigators plot thelr targets on the maps they will use on
their mission, check the presence of flak from S-2 flak maps, select routes
and check points en route to the target. The crew navigator does thig
under the direction of his Squadron Navigator, ueing the Intelligence
Library as needed.

"Dispatchers, when the aircraft carries special packages or personnel

to be dropped, are briefed by the Group Armament Officer, who is the Chief

Dispatcher for the Group. ‘ .
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. for Take-Off. During the day, as they have an opportunity,
crews give their aircraft a pre-flignt inspection.. A half-nour test flight
is made with esch alrcraft scheduled for a mission, in order to test all
the equipment,

Crews have a meal approximately two and a half hours before take-off
time, and arrive at their crew rooms, located in Squadron Operations, about
4wo hours before the take-off. The navigator then receives up-to-tne-
minute weather reports on a weather card, and turns in a reviged flight
Plan and estimated time of arrival to the Squadron S-3. The pilot receives
and distributes to hig crew kite furnished by 8-2 and conteining rationg

* of candy and chewing gum, .flares, purses and emergency pPackets. The radio
operator receives hig "flimsy" and the navigator nie "GEE" codes. It ig
now about forty-five mimites before take-off time, and the crew ig driven
out to where its.B-24 g parked,

About three hours before the first scheduled take-off, Group Operations
telephones the fl1ight rlans of all aircraft to the Movement Liaison
Officer of the Aircraft Movement Control Section of the Alr Defenses of
Great Britain Command, Thig includes the "RT", which ig the squadron
letter and the aircraft letter for recognition, the timee of crossing the
English and enemy coasts, and the Propoeed landing times..

Loading the Alrcraft. As soon as it is ready, the target 1list goes
to the OSS Liaison Officer at Harrington, so that he can draw up a l1ist

of required contalners and rackages for which he arranges delivery to the'
alrdrome. The containers are consigned to the Group Ordnance Officer,
wvhose men deliver the containers, firegt snapping on the parachutes, to

the aircraft where Armament Section men stand ready to load the contalners
into the aircrart,

The packages are delivered to the Armament Officer of the Group and
are taken to the aircraft for loading. The 0SS liaison Officer and hig
men check each aircraft to insure that the broper load is in place.

Leaflets or "Nickels" are handled by the Armament Section, who deliver
them to the aircraft in bundles of 4,000, as received from the Cheddington
warehouse of -OWI/PWE, operating under the direction of SHAEF, Usually,
8lx to ten bundles of leaflets are. loaded according to .the stock on hand,
the/length of flignt, the time over enemy territory. For new areas, not
Previously well covered by leaflets, more leaflete will be dispatched if
possgidble. (No leaflets are dropped near targets. for security reasons,
After leaving the target thirty to fifty miles behind, the di spatcher
drops the leaflets on villages and towng Passed over on the homeward

Personnel to be dropped are received at Harrington by the Arnmament
Officer and are controlled by hie section until loaded on the alrcraft.
Representatives from "Special Operations," London, escort all agents unti} -

they are loaded, supervise their dressing and agsist in their oriefing
for the drop, '

Iake-0ff. fhe aircraft are now ready for the night's migsions. The
crews warm up their aircraft and take off on schedule, Proceeding

individually to their targets. As each aircraft takeg off, the Flying
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Oontrol Section checks it out and reports the take-off to Group Operations, -

who telephones the information to the l(ovuont‘!.id.nn»tﬁ)mco_: .ottl_u__ S ‘

Alr Defenses of Oreat Britain Command at Stanmore,: T “

' Interrogation of Orews. When an aircraft has completed its mission
and returned to the home base, its crew are driven directly to the - .
Intelligence Library for interrogation by B-.2 officers.. ' R

. The interrogation finds the crew showing the strain of a hard, . ° o
dangerous mission which has lasted from five to eight hours. Free, frank - -
interchange of information is encouraged. %The 8-2 officers handle the

Jumpy crew with a great deal of tact and f_lozl‘onity. . e

: Xad of the Minsion. After the interrogation, the crew £ to the '
Mess Hall, where under the supervision of a medical officer, each man is .
€lven a two-ounce medicina) ration of vhiskey, The man signs a receipt "
for his whiskey, which is issued for operational use only and serves to
relax tense nerves. ' . ) B
Then the men get a good breakfast, including fresh eggs, and go to

bed. If any man has trouble getting to sleep, he is supposed to ask = °
the Medical Officer for a sedative. .

The operational cycle ends as the men return to their 'bilietn-:-rori
well-deserved rest. : .

-
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Appendix No. 8

CARPETBAGGER OPERATIONS BY COUNTRIES -
JANUARY. SEPTHMBER 19448

. France 3Zalgium Nomay Demmark  Totals

Sorties attempted 2,297 185 8 24 2,514
Sorties successful 1,657 102 6 9 1,774,
Personnel dropped - am 38 415
Containers dropped 19.19,4 1,192 72 104 20,562
Packages dropped 10,249 480 15 10,744
No. of air.cra.ft lost . 13 4 1 18

A}

8. 4924 Bomd Group (H), History of the CARPETBAGGER Project, III,

The figures in this table, supplied by the Office of Strategic Services,
London, vary considerably from the totals given in Appendix 9, this study,
The discrepancy probably lies in the fact that the OSS figures include a
few sorties made after 16 September 1944 (the terminal date -of CARPETBAGGER)

and the 177 completed B-17 sorties flown by 34 Bomb Division, Elghth Air
Force, to southern France on 25 June 1944,

2.6
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Appendix No. 10

SPEOIAL OPERATIONS, 5let TROOP OARRIER SQUAIRON
FEBRUAKY.NARCH 19448

Date Operation Oountry | No. of sorties Poundage 0. of Joes
23/33 Feb Nickellng - Yugoslavia 1 N 4, ¥ 4,500

23 Yeb MNanhole L 3 23,800 24,990L
34/25 Feb Savanna ° " 3 ¥ A6 ¥ 35

2/3 Mar Bovington Greece 2

2/3 Mar Kinbrace . 1

3/4 Mar Bovington " 2 6,812 9,042

3/4 Mar Xinbrace " - 1

3/4 Nar Mortlake Yugoslavia 1 1 3,084 4,079

3/4 Mar Boodle (P) Greece 4 1 11,865 17,195

3/4 Nar Boodle (A) . " 1 2,966 4,23

3/4 Mar Sculptor Alvania 2 6,715 8,625

7/8 Mar Buckram {A) Greece 4 12,661 17,416

7/8 Mar Buckram (P) " 7

7/8 Mar Borealis " 1
13/14 Mar Cow Italy 1/3 2,116 2,490 7
13/14 Mar Eel " 1/3 :
13/14 Mar Gardenia " 1/3
13/14 Mar Stables Albania 1
13/14 Mar Ballinclay Yugoslavia 1 4 3,195 4,480
13/14 Mar Paperclip LA 1.
13/14 Mar Fungus " 1 1,600 1,995 1 |
13/14 Mar 4 80 Italy 1 !
16/16 Mar Paperclip Yugoslavia .1 . |
15/16 Mar Monkeywrench U 2 5,991 8,656
15/16 Mar Ballinclay " 4
15/16 Mar A 80 Ttaly 1/2
15/16 Mar A 71 " 1/2 '
16/17 Mar Stables Albania 1 2,988 4,518
16/17 Mar Monkeywrench Yugoslavia . 1
16/17 Mar Ballinclay " 4
16/17 Mar Entang) ement " 1l 3,026 4,197
16/17 Mar Paperclip " 1 2,787 3,945
16/17 Mar . Enamel " 2
17/18 Mar Kearney Greece 2 1/2 6,065 8,625
17/18 Mar Pirate . " 1/2
17/18 Mar Athenium " 1 3,131 4,486
17/18 Mar Xoricani Yugoslavia 1 ’
17/18 Mar Savanna " - ‘
17/18 Mar Monkeywrench " | 2,657 3,972
18/19 Mar Kearney Oreece . 4.1/2 15,019 19,550

&. Adapted from tables amnexed to Slwt Troop Carrier Sq., War Diary, March 1944.
2. FK--Nickels (propaganda leaflets)..

&. Includes 3 gliders carrying 28 personnel,

218 .
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" Date Operation Country | No., of sorties Poundage |No. of Joes
1 - - - .
 18/19 Mar Pirate Greece 1/2 , ) o
19/20 Mar Swifter Tugoslavia 2 5,906 - 8,896

19/20 Mar Savanna " 3 9,610 13,430

19/20 Mar Slender Albania 1 :

22/23 Mar Xoricani Yugoslavia 2

22/23 Mar Savanne " |

22/23 Mar Nickeling " i

2%25 Mar Savanna u 1 4

28/29 Mar Nickeling Bulgaria —_— —& N 2.000 ¥ 2000 __

- TOTALS : . 40- 62/ 135,598 181,633 8
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Appendix No. 11 ]
SPECIAL OPERATIONS, 11th TROOP CARRIER SQUADRON

1-30 JUNE 19444

Date Operation Country | No, of sorties Net |No. of Joes|Misc.
Successful | Failed [poundage dropped/
- d
1/2  Renovation Greece 2 5,837 D
Boodle " 2 5,766 1
Shepshed " l 2,964 _
Hymn Italy 1 2,840
Skyscraper Greece 1 2,562
Maple Italy 1 : 1,415 8
2/3 . Rowena Yugoslavia 2 1 6,425
Ballinclay . " 2 6,010
Homage " 2 7,697
Savanna " 1 2,970
: - Tingewick Greece 1 3,265
3/4 Toffee Yugoslavia 2 1 6,290
: Rowena " . 2 3,726
Picadilly Mews " 1 4,067 20 evac
Primusg Albania 1 2,873
Ballinclay Yugoslavia ' 1
4/5 Savanna " 3 2 11,200
Picadilly Grill o 2 5,860 63 n
Ballinclay " 1 3,480
Sculptor Greece l
5/6 Toffee Yugoslavia 3 8,390
Picadilly Grill " 2 5,860 55 n
Picadllly Mews " 1l 4,079 26 "
Boodle Greece d 3,296
. Primus Albania 1
6/7  Earthenware Yugoslavia 5 1 15,235
' Mortlake Greece 2 6,060
Kirkstone " 1l 2,995
7/8 Earthenware Yugoslavia 5 15,725
Plcadilly Mews " 1 - 1,300 16 9 n
Shore Italy 1 2,788
Soapsud Yugoslavia 1l 3,070
Shepshed Greece _ 1 3,108
Conserve Yugoslavia . 1l .
8/9  Tungus " 3 9,000
Rip Van Winkle " 2 6,060
Picadilly Light " 1 3,570 3 élli(
9/10 Rowena L 4 14,165 evac.
Ballinclay " 2 6,640
Fungus " 1 3,565
Missions,

. History, 1lth Troop carrimﬂll. Combat
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p .
te eration ~ Country o. of sortles e o.0f Joes Misc.
Tete | Op ' SuccessTul [¥alled poundage ! dropped/
$/10 Vandeville Greece 1 2,896
contd. Buckram L 1l
10/11 3Ballinclay Yugoslavia 3 10,725 ,
Rowena ’ " 2 6,932
Buckram Greece 1 1
Tungus Yugoslavia 1l 2,295 4
Rakeoff L l 3,040
12/13 Rowena " 6
Ballinclay (M) " 1l 1l 3,189
Shore Italy 1 2,803
Balliol - Albania 1l ,
13/14 FRowena Yugoslavia 6 : 21,465
Slender " 2 6,036
14/16 Plcadilly Mews U 2 8,127 45 Allies
Reljtor " 2 6,972 evac. .
Ballinclay " 1 3,095 4
Gelsnha " 1
Icarus " 1
15/16 Redator " 3 10,170
Picadilly Lightse " 1l . 4,073 22 evac,
Pilcadilly Mews " 1 ‘
Cooperation Aldbania 1
Icarusg Yugoslavia 1 3,009
Burlesque : " 1
'16/17° Picadilly Mews U 2 8,134 5 47
Relator " 3
Toffee " 1 3,596
20/20 Gilgal " 2 6,311
Decima " 2
Aghill Italy L | 2,880
Picadilly Mews Yugoslavia 1 4,100 25
Savanna - " . 1l 3,324
Sculptor Albania 1 2,883
21/22 Relator Yugoslavia : 4 .
Picadilly Mews n 2 : 8,179 50 "
Rakeoff n 2 1 6,100
- Geisha " 2
22/23 Relator " 2 1 6,715
Rakeoff " 2 8,132
Plcadilly Mews " 1l 4,100
Gargantuan " 1l 3,631
Cloister Italy 1 3,033
Toffee Yugoslavia 1l
Sculptor Greece 1 3,334
23/34 Removation " 5 14,192
Picadilly Mews Tugoslavia 2 8,192




to base.

Although 22.7% of the sorties flown are listed as having falled, nearly
every sortie dropped nickels even tnough supplies oft

. AAYRH-2] 222
App. 11 (Contd) . . : . g ;
Tate Operation Oountry | No. of sorties et Yo. of Joes |Misc.
‘ : ces [Talled|poundage| dropped/
: ; danded
25/26 Relator Yugoslavia 6 20,175
: Picadilly Mews " 1 4,100 22 evac.
Fetes oW 1. ’
Carpenter Oreece 1l 1,42 3
Brasenose Tugoslavi .1 3,007
Flotsanm " ) 1l
26/27 Picadilly Mews L 4 16,350 75 evac.
Ylotsam " 2 (60 Allies
Gllgal " e 7.659 (25 Ital.
Flotsam " 1l 1l 1,917 °* 2
Fettes . 1l :
27/28 Relator . 6 22,070
Toffee . " 3 9,906
- Picadilly Mews u 3 12,060
29/30 Toffee . 6 20,531
Gilgal " [ 18,616
Ballinclay " -1 * 3,640
30/1 Relator . 4 13,299 .
Brasenose " 2 7,080
Gillgal " 2 8,108
Ballinclay ", ! 2
Ploadilly Lights " 2 -
Plcadilly Mews " 1. - 4,026 16 evac.
Marshmallow " — -_— ——d.065 — - "
-TOTALS 170 50 671,544 44 516
) SUMMARY
Country No. of sorties® [Net poundage | Personnel Personnel |
. -fYacuated
Yugoslavia 142 44 492,523 31 516 ]
Greece 20 3 57,506 6 0
Albania : 2 3 5,756 0 0
Italy -b . 2 ~AR.7089 —8 -2
TOTALS 170 ) 571,544 - 44 516

en were returned
During this period, the 1llth Troop Carrier Squadron flew no

exclusively nickeling missions; but each plane generally carried at
least 150 1bs. of nickels to be dropped over Balkan targets:

A
gL
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Appendix No. 12 L ‘

SUPPLY OF BALKAN PARTISANS BY THE 60th TROOP CARRIER GROUP
o 1 APRIL to 17 OCTOBER 19448 |

T spxdl May June , By
Sorties flowm 445 862 943 _ 819
Sorties successful 256 548 734 598 .
8orties incomplete 189 304 29 221
Successful landings 18 60 126 194
Oross tons delivered §92.3 1,220.3 1,612.3 1,311.3
Net tons deliveredl 380.8 852.6 1,227.8 . 1,040.5
Tons of nickels 68.7 66.9 67.4 56.8
Persons infiltrated 49 136 117 100
Persons evacuated 98 1,061 1,902 2,408
Freight out (tons) 6.6 2.6 15.8

'mu September 1-17 Qctober JIOTALS

Sorties flown 770 568 . 190 4,587
Sorties successful 567 424 . 180 3,307
Sorties incomplete 203 i44 10 1,280
Successful landings - . 145 - 128 81 v 741
Gross tons delivered 1,160.8 884.4 341,58 7,124.9
Net tons delivered: 847.2 676.2 99.2 . 5,124.2
Tons of nickels . §7.1 45.0 9.9 361.8
Persons infiltrated 203 232 . 1,739 2,576
Persons evacuated 2,193 1,582 78 9,322
Freight out (tons) ' 8.7 5.9 38.6
Canses of Incomplete Sortias
Weather 661
Wrong signal or no reception 486

Mechanical failure 58
Navigational error 4]
Combat losses .7
Enemy action 20
Miscellaneous ?

a. Complled from Citation, 60th Troop Carrier Group, Tab” 3,and Twelfth
Alr Force Troop Carrier Operations 1944, P. 33. Tons used in this
table are short tons (2,000 1bs.).
. Figures following "Net tons delivered" refer only to supplies.
The seemingly large difference between gross and net tons delivered
in October is accounted for by dropping and landing of British troops .
in Greece. The weight of these troops is included in ‘gross tons but not

oI

in net tons.
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Appand:!.x No. 14

A

SUPPLY DILIVERIES TO YUGOSLAVIA LND mu
OCTOBER 1944--APRIL 19458
(In net long tons)

‘ October YJilowmmor December January |
Yugo. [ AlD. ugo. Alb, ugo. | Alb., TYugo. [4AID.
Slst TC Wing | 37.67 | 35.28] Z02.290 |37, . . s “1’1‘:‘0§I
859th Bombd S8q. 11.68 102.52 _
885th Bomd 8g. 3.61 | 75.18| 204.86 (38,98 | 63,20 35. 69 l
No.. 148 Sq. 80.89 | 90.73; 146.83 162,96 |113.02 141.62 s
No. 267 Sq. 27.72; . 82.42 | 7.56 | 16.82 34,36 | 1.34:
205 Bomd Gp. 175.32 503, 37 312.47 269,36
No. 1586 Polish o 1
F1t 301 Sq. 10.17 : 4.30 4.13 , |
Italian Alr " ' ? i t i
Force 19.76 . 24.97 82.09 60, 11( © 41,67 2.01, )
Russian Air ' ' A : : i i
-Group -116.82 " 25.2 :a_ss ;
TOTALS 471,96 234 46 1,306.98 126.89 614.32 101.57 706,24 14.44
{___February March April j “Totals |
LY Ald, "Yugo, K16, [Yugo. ~ Aib. | Yugo. | ALb.
Slst TC Wing 193.67 | 1.85| 246.22 | i 309,37 :1. 99 1181.1
859th Bomb Sq. 212,37 279,56 : ; | 606.13' ~
885th Bomb Sq. 53.83 6.89 : : i 367.98:104.06
No. 148 Sq. 332.53 308,36 300 16' 11,423.31 '153, 69
No. 267 Sq. ! ; ~ 0 161.32 8.90
205 Bomb 368.04 : 77.03 . 1,705,858 .
No. 44 Sq.(SAAF), 85.66! 3.82| 111.09 ' 255.65] ' 452,40 3,82
No. 1586 Polish ! ; ' : :
F1t 301 Sq. ! 48,02 ; ' 62.32 4.3
Italian Alr i ; ’ = ;
Yorce 148.0 6.03 156.91 ° 8,03 '109.31: 4.62° 617.85. 45,66
Russglan Air ' ' :
Group Q37
TOTALS 1,442.12 11.70 1,186.06 -8.03 974.49 4.62 6,702.25 501.61

a. Compiled from Hq, MAAF, Special Operations, Monthly Reports Noe. 7-13,

in History, MAAF, XXXV,
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App. 15 (Contd) ' .

¥. SPECIAL OPERATIONS TO BULGARIA, 1943-15448
(Weight in long tons-—-2,200 1bs.)

Unit ¥o. of No. of Gross No. of
sorties successful tonnage personnel
) sorties dropped dropped
Slst TC Wing (AAY) 128 68 1256
148 Squadron (RAY) 25 17 48 14
267 Squadron (RAF) 19 16 32
301 Polish Squadron _11 -5 a3 B
TOTALS 183 107 2.8 22

a. History of Special Operations (41r) in the Mediterranean Theater, p. 73.

~
-

G. SPECIAL OPERATIONS TO -CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1943-1945%
(Welght in long toms--2,200 1bs, )

Unit Yo. of No. of Grose No. of
sorties successful tonnage peregonnel
. sorties dropped dropped
148 Squadron (RAF) 37 14 12,5 26
885th Bomb Sq,(AAF) 30 3 8.5 ,
301 Polish Squadron 26 12 9 , 17
859th Bomb Sq.(AAF) 21 10 . 23.38
624 Squadron (BAF) _ 4 -0 —
TOTALS 118 49 58.38 42

&. History of Special Operations (Air) in the Mediterranean Theater,
The April History, 2641st Special Group, states that the 859th and

885th Bomd Squadrons attempted 56 sorties to Czechoslovakis and completed
12- 4

. 77.

8., SPECIAL OPERATIONS TO AUSTRIA, 194419458
(Veight in long tons, 2,200 1bs,)

Unit No. of No. of Gross No, of

sorties successful tonnage personnel

gorties dropped dropped
148 Squadron (RAF) 31 © 16 5 32
885th Bomb Sq.(AAF) 19 13 17 21
859th Bomb Sq.(AAF) 18 9 14 12
301 Polish Squadron £ ) 4.8 ~ 11
TOTALS 74 43 40.8 76

a&. History of Special Operations (Air) in the Mediterrenean Theater, p. 81,
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Appendix No. 16 o ' )
SPECIAL OPERATIONS TO ITALY, AUGUST }944-APRIL 19458

Month . Units Sorties Personnel Net long

Aug 44 148 Sq. (RAY) . 63.22
. 1586 Polish Flight 7.69

267 Sq.; (BAF) 82,60

TOTALS 183 92 65 158.8

Sep 44 148 8q. (RAY) : 36.40
. 1586 Polish ¥light . . 16.36
267 Sq. (BAF) _ . 31.77

885th Bomb Sq. (AAF) 116,32

TOTALS 186 110 33 : 199.85

Oct 44 148 Sq. (BAF) 6.89
. 1586 Polish T11ght : 6.19
Slst TC wing (AAF) - 3,12 .
Lysender Flight (RAF) .22

205 Group (RAY) 3.97

885th Bomb Sq. (AAY) : —2a98

TOTALS 131 443 13 3 73.37

Nov 44 148 Sq..(RAF) 40,97
301 Polish Sq. : 38.85

885th Bomb Sq, (AAF) 34,51

205 Group (RAYF) 127,26

Slst TC Wing (AAF) , " 24,07

TOTALS 327 225 35 3 265.65

Dec 44 148 5q. (RAF) 28.12
301 Poliesh Sq. 35,82

885th Bomb Sq. (AAF) : 72.36

859th Bomd Sq., (AAF) 4.08

Slet TC Wing (AAF) : 800,12

TOTALS . B0l 284 - 61 1 440, 50

Jan 45 148 Sq. (RAF) X . 2.34
301 Polish Sq. 6.16

885th Bomb Sq. (AAF) : 42,55

859th Bomd Sq. (AAF) 35.28

Elst TC Wing (AAF) 128.62

TOTALS 320 163 21 261.95

in History MAAF, XXXV

L

&. Compiled from Hq, MAAF, Special Operations, Monthly Reports Nos. 513,
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App. 16 (Contd) . ’

Month Unite s Jorties Fersonnel Het long
Yeb 45 148 8q. (RAY) » 24
301 Polish 8q. 21.59

859th Bomb Sq. (AAT) ' 169.28

B85th Bomb Sq. (AAY) . . 235.61

51st TC Wing (AAF) ) 291.73

TOTALS 676 403% 50 718.45

Nar 45 148 8q. (RAY) - , R B9
Lysander Flight , : : .60

885th Bomb Sq.(AAT) o . 200.47

859th Bomb Sq. (AAY) . 2.12

Blst TC Wing (AAF) - 485,33

TOTALS . 537 . 409 154 & 689.11

Apr 45 148 Sq. (RA¥) ' © 11.02
885th Bomb Sq, (AAT) _ i 206. 52

859th Bombd Sq.(AAF) . 252, 50

Slst TC Wing (AAF) . , 240,42

TOTALS 656  __4684 20 2 __810.46

. GRAND TOTALS - 3,817 2,199% 662 32 3,617.85




Appendix No, 17

A VEIX'S LEAYLET-DROPPING ACTIVITIES, EIGHTE AIR FORCE
' 19-26 FEERUARY )9458

A. DAYLIGHT DISTRIBUTION BY EIGHTH AIR FORCE HEAVY BOMBERS

8, PWD SHAEF, "Leaflet Digtrid

Squadron for the Period 19

February 194s,

Target Dates No. of No. of leaflets

leaflat bombe Aropped
Ansbach 22, 23 Fedb - 24 480,000
Aschaffenburg ' 25 19 180,000
Bamberg 22 9 150,000
Bilelefeld 24 ° 9 120,000
Bochum 19 10 800,000
Bremen 24 27 780,000
Crallsheim 23 9 220,000
Dortmund 19 10 410,000
Eschvege 22 10 450,000
Gelsenkirchen 19 20 820,000
Gera 23 9 180,000
Giebelstadt 26 5 200,000
Halbderstadt 22 10 190,000
Hamburg 24 37 850,000
Hilbersheim 22 10 340,000
Hildburghausen 23 9 120,000
Jugenthal 19 10 450,000
Kaufbeuren 25 7 280,000
Kitzingen 23 7 130,000
Ludwigslust 22 10 3C0,000
Meschede 19 10 380,000
Misburg ‘24 10 310,000

Munich 25 35 620,000
Neuburg 25 9 190.000
Northeim 22 S 190,000
Narnberg 0,21 174 6,200,000
Osnabrilck 19,21 29 1,260,000
Paderborn 23 19 720,000
- Plauen 23 8 80,000
Pleinfeld 23 9 150,000
Rheims 19 10 450,000
Salzwedel 22 9 210,000
Siegen 19 20 1,200,000

Stendal 22 9 210,000 -
Swabish Hall 25 5 200,000
Treuchtlingen 23 9 120,000
Ulm 22 4 280,000
Ulzen 22 10 160,000

Wesel 19 -8

TOTALS 657 21,330,000

ution for the Righth Air Force and 408th

FM 25 February, 1945,v 26
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App. 17 (Contd) - :
B, NIGHT DISTRIBUTION BY THE 406th BOMH SQUADRON

4

Army Sector ' - No. of Yo. of leaflete

-leaflet bombs dropped

Dutch Interior 60 1,200,000
First Canadian Army 40 1,450,000
Ninth U. §. Army 104 4,210,000
Mrst U. S. Army 134 5,590,000
Third U. S. Army ' 112 4,760,000
Seventh U, S. Army 53 a0 000
TOTALS 529 20,040,000

GRAND TOTALS 1,186 _ 41,480,000

Note: The Zighth Air Force dayiight operations to 39 targets were
accomplished on seven missions; the 406th Bomb Squadron flew four
missions of 46 sorties. Approximately 80,000 single leaflets,
10,000 copies of Hachrichten, or 20,000 copiee of De Yliegende -
Hollander could be loaded in each leaflet bomb.
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Appendix ¥o. 18
EXAMPLE OF LERAYLET DISTRIBUTION ON RBGULAR BOMBING MISSIONS
LEAYLET? DISTRIBUTION, BERLIN, BY EIGHTH AIR FJORCEA
- Qada XNo. 2itle ate Ho. of Ho. of
: -hoxhg ieallets

USG, 47 Sternenbanner - 6 Aug 44 5 100,000
X6.17 The Game 1s Up " 5 300,000
XG.19 Toreign Workers (Fremch) " 5 400,000
X@. 20 Yoreign Workers (Polish) " S - 400,000
T.170 Nachrichten 6 Oct 44 10 120,000
T.171 Nachrichten : . . 10 120,000
wa.9 ' Message to German Women - 5 400,000

- 28,66 General Eisenhower's Statement . 5 400,000

- W32 TYoreign Workers Booklet (¥rench) " 5 40,000
¥G. 6P Yorelgn Workers Leaflet (Polish) " 6 400,000
T.229 Rachrichten 5 Dec 44 6 50,000
T.231 Nachrichten . 10 100,000
7.232 Nachrichten . - o] 200,000
26.66 General Eisenhower's Statement L 5 ‘400,000
¥3.178 The Lesson of Aachen " 5 400,000
we.221 Voice of SHAEF (Italian) " b 400,000
T.291 Rachrichten 3 Peb 45 20 200,000
?.292 Bachrichten " 2 200,000
Z3.98 The Last Attempt " 10 800,000
2G6.95 A Last Attempt L 5 400,000
2G.75 Ask the Front-line Soldier " 4 320,000
28.97 What Capitulation Means " .5 400,000
we.21 Civilian Safe Conduot " - B 400,000
wG. 27 Volkesturm in Battle " 5 400,000
wG.28 Risenhowver Against Himm) er " 5 400,000
7.312 Rachrichten 26 Fed 45 19 190,000
T.313 " Nachrichtem . 43 430,000
T.314 Nachrichten n 13 130,000
w3.28 ° Hesehover Against Himm]er " 4 . 320,000
WG.34 Nessage to Railway Workers " 5 400,000
w@,.35 Roosevelt-Churchill Statement " 4 160,000
VG.37 Orineq Declaration e 7 280,000
BG.151 The Bridge " 4 160,000
?.331 Bachrichten 18 Nar 45 11 110,000
T.333 Nachrichten " 30 300,000
T.334 Nachrichten " 32 320,000
T.335 Nachrichten " 19 190,000
wG. 25 Report from Western Germany " 8 . 640,000
WG.34 Message to Rallway Workers " 5 400,000
Wa. 42 The Future of Germany " 5 200,000
vG,43 Three Tone of Explosives . 10 800,000
T.341 Nachrichten 38 Nar 45 6 50,000

&- PWD SHAXF, ¥lLeaflet Operations, ¥ »* Bxhivit g,
There were 43 different leaflets.
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App. 18 (Contd)
Lode XNo..

T.344
T.345
W@.456
36.152

~

Hachrichten 28
Hachrichten

Two Questions--One Decision
The Bridge

TOTALS 438 13,230,000
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Appendix ¥o. 19

POXS OF LEAYLETS DROPPED BY ALL EIGHTH AIR FORCE UNITS
BY MONTHS, OCTOBER 1943-MAY 1945 &

Month Units on 4224/406th Units on Monthly
. bonbing Bomd 8q.2 CAEPETBAGGER totals
——RhARlODS.
1943
Oct 24.4 . 4.4
Fov 100.8 100.8
Dec 3.3 - 112.1 115.4
1244
Jan 27.6 118.6 3.8 150.0
Teb 37.4 131.6 6.9 175.9
March 99.1 146.3 12.9 258.3
April 74.8 134.9 27.9 237.6
May 123.5 . 102.4 35.3 261.2
June 73.1 209.6 43.1 325.8
July 53.6 - 216.1 42.3 312.0
Aug 87.8 203.1 37.6 328.5
Sep 1562.8 180.4 1.1 334.3
Oct 165.8 240.6 , 406.3
Nov 161.1 315.3 466.4
Dec 138.1 261.6  399.7
1245
Jan 166.8 182.0 . 347.8
Ted 196.6 . 276.3 472.9
March 247.0 407.9 654.9 .
April 186.8 370.5 . 567.3
May —102.4 : —— T 024
TOTALS 2,086.6 3,734.4 210.9 6,031.9

&- Statistical Summary of Eighth Air Force Operations, European Theater,

17 August 1942-8 May 1945, pp. 18-21.

In May 1945, the 406th Bomb Squadron flew 4 missions of 30 sorties

over 56 targets and dropped 354 leaflet bombs, or adbout 28,320,000

leaflets, on combat missions which ended on 9 May. After V-E Day,

the 406th flew 18 noncombat misslone of 141 sorties over 96 targets

and dropped 1,549 mew-type parachute bombs. (History, 406th Bomb

8q., May 1945, ) ‘

g Statistics for CARPETBAGGER miesions were obtained by subtracting
the totals of. the bombing units and the 406th Bomb Squadron from the
monthly totals. '

I
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Appendix No. 21 : -

Ae. TOTAL NUMBER OF LEAFLETS DROPPED THROUGHOUT THE WAR
BY ATRCRAFT BASED IN THE UNITED KINGDOME

"
Air Forcé 2_6.§§_§_n§2 f [} ;ug;x _l,zz to fot.al
Royal Air Force 2,151,000,000 405,000,000 2,556,000,000
Special Squadron 181,000,000 1,577,000,000 1,758,000,000
Eighth Air Force 418,000,000 1,176,000,000 1,594,000,000

(Daylight Bombers)

Allied Expeditionary 7,000,000 82,000,000 89,000,000
Alr Forces®

TOTiLs 2,757,000,000 35240,000,000 5,997,000,000

8. PiD SHAEF, "Leaflet Operations, vestern European Theater," Exhibit 9,
b. The figures for the allied Expeditionary air Forces refer only to

C. Statistical Summary of Eighth Air Force Operations, 17 Aug. 1942-8 May
1945, page 70, which does not include lay 1945 statistics, credits the
406th Sauadron with having dropped 1,493,760,000 leaflets, or 264,240,0
less than the total given above. Still another figure is given in
letter, Brig. Gen. Robert A. McClure, Chief, PUD SHAEF to CG, Eighth
Air Force, "Commendation for Special Leaflet Sauadron," 2 lay 19453
"From 4 October 1943 through 21 April 1945, this unit has flown 314
missions totalling 2,332 sorties, and dropped approximately 1,943,520,0
leaflet units on eneay troops in and behind the lines and on civilians
in Germany and occupied countries,"
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B. TONS OF LEAYLETS DROPPXD THROUGHOUT THE WAR
BY SPECIAL IUTY AIRCRAYT IN THX MEDITERRANEAN
THEATER TO THE PRINCIPAL TARGET COUNTRIESS

(In long tons—2,200 1bs.) .
Baxiod Incoslavia  Italy Albanla  Greece Totals

2o 31 July 1944, 214,27 70.31 8l.22 47.44 383.24

August 1944 : 42.90 14.41 8.2 5.83 71.05

September 36.96 10.17 5.22 11.10 63.45

October . 6.8 4.68 3.26 9.40 23.57

NHovember 49.03 12.46 5.09 4.02 70.60

Decenber 36,42 . 9.37 19.20 64.99 -

January 19458 18.26 4,95 9.31 32.52

February 63.19 . 28,00 91.19

Ma;cha _ 44,23 7.32 61.56

April ‘ 4. 01 —a 33 — 1,84

TOTALS 536.00 169.00 73.00 106.00 884.00

2. Compiled from History, Special Operations, Mediterranean Theater of
Operations (Air) and Hq. MAAT, Special Operations, Monthly Reports,
Nos. 5-13, in History, MAAF, XXXV,

D. The figure given for Italy in January 1945 disagrees with the total
in History, Fifteenth Special Group (Prov), p. 34, which is about
5.5 long tons. :

&. Satisfactory statistics for May 1945 are not available, but nickeling

by special duty aircraft in that month was inslgnificant.
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AOCOUNT OF A MISSION 70 GREECE
10-11 NOVIMBER 1944

Up before dayl‘idzt for an early breakfast, we plle into a Weapone
Oarrier to be taken out to the a/c, C-47A #186. While the Engineer,

Sgt. Secrest, runs up the engines, and the Radio Operator checks his
.sets, the Pllot, Lt. Bell, the co-pilot, Lt. Stowe, and the navigator, .
Lt. Hall, check up the weather, and have a last look .at the S-2 maps and
phatos of their target, a small landing strip, high up in the mountains
of Oreece. Returning to the-plane, pins out, blocks out, a final check
by the pilot, we taxl to the end of the runway, and on getting the
"green" from the tower, a roar of engines, and a moment later we are
alrborne. )

Out over the Adriatic towards an island just off the Greek coast,
Lt. Hall checks his position and gives the pilot a new course. Over the
water the weather ies perfect, but approaching the coast high cloud banks,
pPiled up in fantastic shapes, obscure the ground. Further inland,
occasionally a glimpse of the ground thru a breai in the cloude shows
rugged hills and deep valleys. On arrival at the Pinpoint of the target,
there is no break in the clouds to be seen, and it is necessary to fly
some 30 miles further on before encountering a break in the clouds
sufficient to let down thru. Under the clouds now, and flying in a
valley, the plane rocke and bucks in the wind currents. The target
sighted, marked by 4 white parachutes, 2 at each end of the ruway, Lt.
Bell swings around to look over the strip, and on receiving the proper
answer to his signal, starts hie run in to the field. There is a vicious
cross wind, and the word is passed back to brace yourself, but Lt, Bell
"greases” in to an almost perfect landing.

Taxiing to a hard spot at one side of the runway, we are greeted
with blg smiles by a British Sergeant, his rank denoted by wearing
American Sergeant stripes up-side-down, and 25 or 30 ragged Italian
soldiers left behind by the Germans when they pulled out. They make -
quick work of unloading the 4500 1bs. of supplies we brought in to them.

The last cigarettes they had received were dropped to them back in
July, and they have been out of food for several weeks, and were living
off the land. Out of nowhere a crowd of Greek men, women and children
éathered to watch as 3600 1bs., of previously dropped medical sunvlies
were brought to the plane in two donkey drawn carts of ancient vintage,
each making many trips. The natives looked well fed, and warmly, if -
roughly clothed. The women emiled but turned, their facee away when we
attempted to enap pictures of them, and the men just stood and looked.
All the women, even small glrls, were knitting, a blg fluff of wool on
a stick tucked under their arm, out of which they made their thread as
they knitted. A Br, Major, and his aide, who was born and ralsed in
Greece, arrived in a German Jeep, with a change in orders that would
talce us to Athens. With plane loaded, and the 2 Br, officers as our
bassengers, we taxl to the end of the runway, the soft surface dragging
the plane so much that it is apprarent that 1t will be hard to get off .

-

1. ©5lst Troop Carrier Squadron, War Diary, November 1944, Snheets Nos.
409-411, This account conti ues to describe experiences in Athenpg
and on the return trip to hrindisi.

242 i
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with the load we have. A last check, and the run is started; 2/3 the

way down the runway, pulling 45 inches, and not getting 60 miles an
hour, Lt. Bell shut down and taxied to the end of the strip to try again.

-As he swung the a/c around, it settled down.in the soft ground and mired

to the hubs. .
As a rain storm was dus and no assistance from trucks was available

(the nearest truck 45 miles 3 hours away), the a/c was quickly unloaded
and the long job of digeging 1t out was started. The first several tries
simply dug it in deeper, and finally, 4 hours later, with rock and wood
tracks dbullt under the wheels and for 10 feet ahead and twenty men '
1ifting under each wing, Lt. Bell gunned it up the inclined tracks, end
kept it going until it sat on felrly solid ground., The workmen cheered
as 1f the home team had won a big game, and we all felt relieved. Rain°
started coming down a few minutes later. We held a hurried conference
and decided to put 2000 1bs, of the load back on, then we took off with-
out any trouble and headed for another landing strip to the East.

~» Thig strip turned out to be jJust a field, dut fairly smooth and
dry, and we sat down without a jolt. At the time of our arrival the
place was deserted, but soon a truck came down the road, and before we

- were unloaded several hundred children, age 4 to 14, gathered around,

Different from Italian, Sicilian, and African kids, they asked for
nothing, Jjust looked and smiled, and tried to see inside of the plane.
Although the sun had almost deserted us, we tried to get some pictures,
and no matter which way you turned, there were kids lined up, smiling
and wvanting to be in them. Several Greek Patriots, dressed in portions
of Br., Am. and Italian uniforms, and armed with Italian and German
weapons, came up and after telling us how much they liked Americans,
guarded the a/c and wounld allow no one to put a hand on it. They posed
proudly for pictures. None of them could have been over 16 yeare old,
The passengers we wsre to pick up turned out to be a special

operations unit, American, but of Greek descent, who had been operating
behind the enemy lines and living cut off from our forces for five
months, coming down out of their base only to harass the ensmy by blow-
ing up trains, bridges, etc. We discovered that they were part of the
original force that landed on the Island of Vis, and to whom our
Squadron dropped supplies last February. There were one Am, Lt., 22

{, and their 5 attached Italians, all with full kits, and these
together with the two Br. oflicsers, gave us a big load. Since we were
light on gas and Athens was only 82 miles away, it was decided to take
them all. The Americans said that the l6allans worked with them, fought
with them, and they had orders to take them 1f they so desired. We made

a smooth takeoff and a straight run to Athens, without incldent.

-
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A YOARPETBAGGER" WITH THF 8 'ﬁm@i@/

Li. Johh Mead--Guarriliah

Lt. John B. Mead, kmown famliarly as "Johnny" by everyone in the
Group who knew him, was a bombardier in the 858th Squadron (then the
406th Squadron). He had been in the Carpetbagger Project from its in-
ception, and wasg considered one of the most skilfull practitioners of
Carpetbagger bombardiering. One of his closest friends was Captain
Robert D. Sullivan, the Group:Intelligence Officer, whom he and hig
vife, Dorothy, had known back in the States.

For four months, Johnny Mead flew on Carpetbagger miseions, con-
triduting his particular bit to the growing success of the Group.. And
then, on 5 May 1944, 1t happened. The aircraft, piloted by Lt. /Murry L,]
Simon, in which Mead was Sombardier, falled to return from a mission to
France,

The whole €roup was saddened by the news. Everyone knew he would
niss good-looking Johnny Mead, hisg friendly smile, his enthusiasm, hig
drawling speech. Captain Sullivan wrote to Dorothy, offering what
consolation he could, telling her not to glve up hope. But three weeks
went by and no further word was heard. As each day went by 1t became
more difficult to hope. .

Then, on 29 May, something happened. An 858th aircraft viloted by
Lt. Mumn, was engaged on a mission to a roint deep within central France,
in the vicinity of the town of Roanne. Ag the aircraft circled the
target area, the Radio Operator, T/sgt. Clarence H. Brown, succeeded in
establishing an S-phone contact, He was somewhat surprised to hear a
volce speaking in Perfectly unbroken English:

"Are you British or American?" .-

Perhaps because the volce from the ground had a noticeadly southern
drawl, Brown replied, "Neither, Ye're Yankees, "

"Who's your pilot?" the voice then agked, .

'Lt. Munn,® Brown replied, '

"Well, I'11 be damned!" the voice sald. "Tell him hello. Tell
everybody hello., Thig ig Johnny Mead,

Startled almost to the point of spe'echloesnees. Sgt. Brown managed
to ask Lt. Mead how he and the rest of the C¢rew were. The answer came
that everyone was perfectly all right. Mead woulqd not give any details
over the S-phone regarding the evasion or discovery by the underground.

By this time, Lt, Munn's aircraft was in a position to make itg
dropping run. Lt, Mead gave detailed instructiong from the ground, and.
& perfect completion was accomplished. When the drop was conmmp and
Lt. Mead had acknowledged that it was a £00d one, he ingtructe e
Radio Operator tell Colonel Heflin that "The Colonel'sg doing a good job
too, " : )

Nothing more was heard from Mead until 4 July when a wirelesgsg
telegraph message came over one of the Circuits from the French under-
eground, saying that John Mead was in command of & group of Maquis ang

. History of the 858th Bombardnm m I.
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ap able assistant to the senior commander. :

The next day, 5 July, ‘Captain Sullivan was telling this story in th
Intelligence office at Harrington. As he talked an orderly brought in an
airmall letter from Amerioca. Captain Sullivan ripped open the envelope,
‘read it hurriedly and passed it to another officer without a word. It
was & brief and heartbréaking note from Johnny Mead's wife, Dorothy,
-asking for some crumbd of information about Johnny. But "Dorothy will have
to wait and suffer until Johnny returns from working with the Secret
Army, or until the war ig over, because to tell her anything now would
break a stern security rule which protects Johnny and thousands of others—-
British and American soldiers and French Guerrillas.

In the meantime, Johnny Mead is running true to form and is a good
guerrilla—-a soldier in the Secret Army of France,

Journay £o Johany Mead

‘ In the middle of October, after Carpetbagger operations had ceased
and whille 492nd personnel (including Johnny Mead) were engaged in a
special mission in France, the Group Historian flew to the Haute-Savole
to interview Mead. The bombardier turned Maquis was altogether too
reticent about his exploits, He was first of all reluctant to descripe
incidents in which his role could be construed as 'heroic." He shuddered
at the thought of appearing dramatic or heroic. Moreover, he did not
wish to submit for permanent record any ‘facts which his chiefs, the
British agents "Geegee," "Victor" and "D'Arien" had included in their
official reports, since he considered this a breach of discipline. Thig
account, therefore, is the higtorian's own recollection .of Mead's
informal, off-the-record conversation. It must not be interpreted as

a definitive report of the activities carried on by the Maquis group of
which Msad was a member.

First of all, Mead was able to supply the last word to the story of
how his airplane, piloted by Lt. Simon, was brought down. It was on
5 May 1944, at 0032.hours, twenty kilometres North of Cheney le Chatel,
altitude 1200 feet, that the airplane was shot down by twelve 20-
millimetre flak guns mounted on a troop train., The train, at the time,
was blacked out and not in motion. Immediately after the airplane was
hit, a German telegraph, tapped by the French Resistance, sent out a
message as follows: "Enemy alrcraft fired on"and damaged to such an
extent should fall in near vicinity."

Mead balled out at 700 feet. It was a good jump and he landed on
his feet in a cow pasture. Unhooking his parachute, Mead hid 1t, his
mae west and his harness, Then he 1it a cigarette and attempted to get
his bearifngs. At that moment he heard an explosiorn and looked up to see
hie airplane blow up and €0 down in flames. Immediately, Mead took out
his escape kit, removed the compass and began walking in a southerly
direction.

Daylight found him in a populated area near Vivans. He began to
think of getting help and to that end he approached an isolated house.
Meeting a farmer near the house, he introduced himself with the ald of
his language card. The farmer showed a willingness to help. Mead asked
1f there were any Germans nearby, and the farmer replied in the negative.
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Then they entered the house, and while H:ad was glven food and drink,
Jhe farmer sent nis daughter in search of assistance. In this way, con-
- tact was made with the Resistance. ’

Mead remained in this house until 9 May, Then he was called for
by the British agent known in the field as "Victor," and the two men
Jowrneyed on bicycles to a secret Maquis headquarters in Roanne. In
the course of their conversation, Victor told Mead thit he was short
handed and would like Mead to remain in France and work with him, Mead
expresgsed a willingness to do so. And so, when they reached Roanne,
Victor despatched a coded wire to London requesting that Mead be per-
mitted to remain and help the Resistance in that area,

Mead remained hidden in Roanne until late May, wher an answer
arcived from London, "Regarding your 0733073 (Mead's Army Serial Number) .
keep hin." And from that time on, until the final lideration of TFrance,
Mead stayed and worked in the Resistance as an assistant to the Britigh
agents who were chiefs of Resistance forces in that area, ’ ,

At this time the organization was primarily concerned with sabotage,
but 1t was decided that Mead could work as instructor of American equip-
ment, therevy laying the foundation for beginning an active Resistance
unit. To this end, quantities of materiel were requested from London
and delivered by air, largely by Carpetbagger crews. . By a remarikable
turn of events, Mead found himself on the ground as leader of a reception
committee, instead of in the air Pinpointing the dropving grounds.

Receptions were set up in the following manner. 81ix men, armed with
tommy guns and grenaded, stood on guard one kilometre away, three more
men were stationed a half kilometre awvay, and at the ground itself were
five men. Then, when the alirplane was in the target area, the men from
the outer ring were called in to aseist in the recevtion. The drops,

. Mead said, were generally good. Only someone who has been at a recep-
tion can appreciate the anticipation with which the French people awaited
the loads. Though the danger was extreme, even mothers of families

would come, just to see the drop. It was at one of these receptions

that Mead spoke over the S-phone to Lt. Munn's crev,

After a drop was completed, and the Packages and containers had
been collected, Mead and his men would transport the load into Roanne,
usvAlly by ox-cart. Once, when a drop had been made quite late, it was
begluning te get 1ight. Mead described how he had driven the ox~-cart,
loaded with containers and pParachutes, into Roanne, which was then .
garrisoned by 2,000 Germans. Op his lap was resting a machine-gun.
Looking back at this incident, Nead could hardly believe that no evil
consequence had befallen this overt indication of resiastance, but none
had. -

The resistance used the abandoned warehouse of a textile factory in
Roanne as a warehouse and assembly shop, Here they clandestinely stored
the materiel they had received by air, unpacked, cleaned and assembl ed
it. Mead, at the time, was living in the home of a prominent engineer.
Bvery day, dressed in civilian clothes, he would walk to work at the
wvarehouse. The route he chose to walk was rast a German barracks,
because it had been found that that was one place where no one wasg
ever stopped for questioning. All of Mead's papers were in order, even
to a bicycle-tax receipt. He had French Pio-up girls in his billfold,
and he carried a lunch-basket complete with a bottle of wine (of course,

& Sten gun was cradled at the bottom of the basket). If he had been
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‘stopped, his papers would have identifisd him as Jean Noel Bumbdret, a
anf-g:t;é June, Mead was commissioned to take active charge of a small
anit, and he moved out of Roanne into a mountain headquarters, sixteen{u
' kiion.aetros Southeast of Roanne. There he formed a unit lcno\a: as "Maqms
Violette." The FFI name for the unit was "Groupe de Fragny. !from this
time on, Mead operated in his capacity oftinstruﬁtingv:l;e :::ot:g:m::t::

uipment and in basic military tactics. ore . -
::.:tdv:;le lc::rried out from this headquarters. Johnny Mead was getting to
-the-wool gusrrilla. ] :
be e gioggl;ﬂ.y Mead received the following telegram: "Congratulations
on your good work and regards from your Colonel and your friends. Signed
Heflin." . nch.

" Violette'! wae attacked in force by German troops an y
l’renchk:ﬂ‘::o on 21 July. The group was forced to withdraw and disband,
But in accordance with pre-arranged plans, the men of the group ren-
dezvoused a week later at another position near Pic de Rochefort, thirty
kilometres Southwest of Roanne. At this time the Germans, faced with
disaster in the Forth, were intensifying their attacks against -the Maquis
throughout the rest. of France. The Maquis were xorganid ;oddinto mﬁ. B
. ho were by now well trained; and Mead was mov
ﬁ?ﬁ.gg}aﬁ zg :::lcwtne area Northwest of Roanne. Here, Mead and his
group began intensively to interfere with German communications, and to
engage in road, telegraph and railway sabotage. ) .

At Fragny, the group.of twenty-eight men led by Mead found them-

lves on & hill surrounded by German forces. The first informg;ion Mead
:gceived was that a patrol of thirty Germans was moving up the fll
towarde him, Instead of retreating in the face of such : -1;151]. o{;:e.
Mead decided to defend his position. He gave the order to lrg; \ -
fortunately, the information he had received proved, as usu; ' bo eed
1or um:ct l')ecauee after four minutes of continuous girtng e 0 aer; A
tgg:riis f:oeition was surrounded by close to six hundred Germans, ea

eak-through to eafety. Cautiously, the
decided to lead hie men Ln & Bre et mans moved wp. At the testor s
Maquie slippe €412 ——s —~ euo 8dge of the field a road, Highway 82, ran,

1he blllads “had fast cars, armed with machine-guns patrolling the road.
Led by Mead, the Maquis €roup crawled across the field. Mead walted
until the cars were at the greatest distance from his position, and then
-gave the signal. The men leaped across the road. Ond armored car swung
sharply around and opened up with ite machine-gun. Mead could hear the
bullets whistling about his ears. But hig Maquis aide, an Alsacian, stood
up and fired his tommy-gun. The Germen machine-gun was silenced,

Mead's group had suffered casualties, but he had led most of hie
men to safety. Mead himgelf, however, was not yet out of danger. He
and his staff of four were being hotly pursued by six Milice. Mead and
hls men headed for the loire. At his order, the four men eplit up, two
going North and two South. Mead and .hig Alsacian aide were together.
Feaching the Loire, and still pursued, they dove in ang swam, under fire
from the Milice, the two hundred feet to the opposite shore. They
reached safety and later rendegvoused with the rest of the group,
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At Tarare, Mead led a unit of sixty men, part of a force of three
hundred and sixty, in an attack against twelve hundred Germans., Dig-
Playing a brilliant command of field tactics, Mead disposed his small
force go skillfully that they ducceeded in demoralizing and routing a
large éroup of Germans, Preventing them from retreating, and driving
.them into the hands of . Canadian paratroopers. When Mead antered Tarare
he found the bodies of nine Frenchwomen and three Frenchmen. Mead dig. .
covered the cause of their death. It geems that they had been driving
down a road and had been shot in cold blood by a retreating German -
officer. . . .
Thie is only one example of German atrocities to which Mead can -
personally attest. At.St. Yan he saw the bodies of thirty unarmed men
who had been slaughtered at the entrance to the town's hotel. ang at
St. Gingolph there were the 800 people, of all ages, massacred in a
church, Thigs 1ig quite beside the instances of individual torture, the
mutilated, burned and broken bodies of Mead's own comrades who had fallen
into German hands,

FMnally, on 20 August, as the Allies advanced in France, the efforte
and sacrifices of the Registance bore its final fruit. Roanne was
evacuated by the Germans and all German control in the area ceased.

On 23 August Mead recelved the following wire: *Advige me Present work
not in line of duty. Suggest you return immediately 1f possible, Don't
take any chances. Signed, Beflin." This wire nay eeem to cast a dubious
light on Mead's stay in France. Actually, USSTAF had iggyed secret
orders that he remain and work with the Resistance. That is why Colonel
Heflin's wire was not in the form of a direct order, but was rather a -
"suggestion" that Mead return "if pogeible. h

At any rate, the Germans were cleared out and the work of the
Reeistance in that area was at an end, On 24 August, therefore, Mead
Joined ILt, Reltmeler, who had been the navigator on Lt. Simon's crew
in Roanne, They remained there until the roads were cleared, and on
5 September left for Lyon together. ¥From Lyon they went to Amberieu
and from there they caught a ride in a B-25 ¢o Salon. From Salon they
flew in a C-47 to Caserta, Italy, arriving on 8 September. Mead was '
interviewed‘by General Cabel, Headquarters MAAFR | who requested that
Mead return to France to aid ip the work of the aAir Force Recovery Unit.
On 10 September, Mead received orders from General Spaatz, Placing him
on detached service with ACRU ¥2 for an indefinite period. So Reitmeier
went on to England, and Mead, after cabling the news of hig survival
to Dorothy, his wife, returned to France . , , ,

Johnny Mead returned to England, at last, on 4 November, to find
that it was now Captain John B, Mead, Moreover, he had been recommended
for a Silver Starn"for eéallantry in action against an armed and determined
eneny, while engaged in & special dssignment with the French Forces of

the Interior,
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